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MEMOIRS of the LIFE of Witt1aM Suenstone, Ef; 
with fome Siriétures on the Biographical Criticifms of Dr. Johnfon, 
on the Writings of that ingenious Porv. 


HE great Biographer, who has erec- 
7 ted a monument to his own fame, 
in his celebrated Lives of the Englifh Poets, 
has more than once -had occafion to Ia- 
ment the fcantinefs of his materials ; and 
to compenfate,’in fome meafure, for the 
deficiency of Anecdote, by the invettiga- 
tions of Criticifm. The life of a man of 
letters, almoft folely employed in the cul- 
tivations of tafte, and the embellifhment of 
rural f{cenery, can hardly be expeéted, in- 
deed, to furnifh more. Nor can we rea- 
fonably call in queftion the induftry of 
Dr. Johnion, if all his refearches, fo many 
years fubfequent to the account publithed 
by Mr. Robert Dodiley, have produced 
only fome notices of infancy, which might 
have been related of any child, and an 
Anecdote of a NobJeman, which, great 
and excellent as he was, no good perfon 
can be willing to believe. 

William Shenftone was born in the 
month of November 1714, at-the Leafowes 
in Hales-Owen *. He was the eldeft fon 
of Thomas Shenttone, a plain uneducated 
country gentleman, who farmed his own 
eftate. His mother was Anne Penn, of 
the family of the Penns of Harborough, 
in Worcefterfhire : for this place and fa- 
mily our Poet had ever a kind of romaatic 
veneration, which he has exprefled in one 
of his moft beautiful elegies.+ 

He firft learned to read of an old dame 
for whofe name-it is ufelefs to enquitt, 
but whofe laudable, though lowly occu- 
pation, his Poem of the School-mittrefs 
has delivered to. pofterity. He foon 1e- 
ceived,’ fays Dr. Johnion, ¢ fuch delight 
from books, .that he was always calling 
for frefh entertainment, and expected that, 
when any of the family went to market, 
a new book fhould be brought him, which, 
when it came, ‘vas in fondnefs carried to 
bed, and laid by him. It is faid, that 


when his requeft had been neglected, his 
mother wrapped up a piece of wood of 
the fame form, and pacified him forthe 
night.” 

His father, who appears to have had 
no other ambition, with refpeét to himfelf, 
than to render produétive his paternal 
acres, 


* Gaudentem patrios findere farculo 
Agros,’ 


vas refolved, however, to give his fon a 
learned education, and to devote him to 
the church. Whether he had really the 
penetration to difcover his extraordinary 
capacity, or whether he viewed ¢ the hu- 
man bloffom’ with parental, and too often 
ill-founded partiality, it is of little mo- 
ment to enquire. The expenfes which he 
had appropriated to the education of this 
fon, were far from being lavifhed on a 
barren foil. But sf, with anticipating eye, 
he beheld in the forward child, a Right 
Reverend Father in God, or the portly 
incumbent of fome rich benefice, he was 
certainly miftaken. The talents, which 
the genius and difpofition of his fon were 
formed to improve, were by no means of 
a pecuniary kind. The very fields, which 


‘to his'anceflors were ‘ profufe of raiment, 


food, and fire ;* where each, perhaps, might 


proudly boaft, 


Quam dives pecoris, nivei quam lactis 
abundans ; 

Mille mihi Siculis errant in montibusagnz, 

Lac mihi non witate, novum non frigore 


defit ; t 


Thefe liberal acres were no longer to wit- 
nels the induttiious hand of profitable 
cultivation ; but a thoufand varying forms 
of beauty were to decorate the fcene, to de- 
light the elegant eye of Talte, and to im- 


* Hales-Owen is one of thofe infulated dittriéts which, in the divifion of the king- 
dom, was appended, for {ome reafon not now difcoverable, to a diftant county ; and 
which, though furrounded by Warw:ckfhire and Worcefterfhire, belongs to Shrop- 
fire, though perhaps thirty miles diftant from any other part of it. 


+ Elegy XV. 


t What ftores my dairies and my ficlds contain ; 
A thoufand lambs that wander on the plain, 
New milk that all the winter never fails, 


And all the fummer overflows the pails. 


Nume, CCCCCXI, Vor, LXXIII. 


DRYDEN. 
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poverith the flender patrimony of the fen- 
timental owner.* 

Being thus, however, intended for the 
church, he was fent awhile to the Gram- 
mar-{chool in Hales-Owen, and was placed 
afterwards with Mr. Crumpton, an emi- 
nent {chool-mafter at Solihul, where he 
diftinguifed himfelf by the quicknefs of 
his progrefs. But while he was ttill 
young, he was deprived of his father in 
the year 1724, and {oon after of his grand- 
father. He was then left (with his brother, 
who died unmarried, in 1752, and whole 
death he pathetically laments)+ to the care 
of his grandmother, who managed the 
eftate. 

From fchool he was fent, in 1732, to 
Pembroke-College in Oxford, a fociety 
which for half a century has been emi- 
nent for Englith. poetry and elegant lite- 
rature. But, although he had the mott 
awful notions of the wifdom, power, and 
goodnefs of the Supreme Being, he never 
could be perluaded, fo far to adopt his 
father’s views, as to enter into orders. In 
this college, however, it appears that he 
found delight and advantage ; for he con- 
tinued his name there ten years, though 
he took no degree. After the firit four 
years he put on the Civilian’s gown, but 
without fhewing any intention to engage 
in the profeffion. 

About the time when he went to Ox- 
ford, the death of his grandmother de- 
volved his affairs to the care of the reve- 
rend Mr. Dolman of Brome in Stafford- 
thire, whofe attention he always mentioned 
with gratitude. 

At Oxford he employed himfelf upon 
Englith poetry ; and m 1737 publifhed a 
tmall Miicellany, without his name. 

He then for a time wandered about, to 
acquaint himéelf with life; and was fome- 
times at London, fometimes at Bath, or 
any other place of public refort ; but he 
did not forget his poetry. He publithed, 
in 1740, his Judgment of Hercules, ad- 
drefied to Mr. (afterwards George, Lord) 
Lyttelton, whole intereft he fupported with 
great warmth at an election, This was 


* In fpeaking of Mr. Shenftone’s eftate, 


two years afterwards followed by the 
School-miftre/fs. 

Mr. Dolman, to whofe care he was in- 
debted for his eafe and leifure, dying in 
1745, the management of his fortune now 
fell upon himfelf. He tried to elcape 
awhile, and lived at his houfe, with his 
tenants, who were diftantly related to him ; 
but, finding that imperfe& poffeffion in- 
convenient, he took the whole eitate into 
own hands, more to the improvement of 
its beauty, as before obferved, than to 
the increale of its produce. 

‘ Now,” fays Dr. Johnfon, ‘ was ex- 
cited his delight in rural pleafures, and his 
ambition of rural elegance : he began from 
this time to point his profpeéts, to diver- 
fify his furface, to entangle his walks, and 
to wind his waters; which he did with 
fuch judgment and flch fancy, as made 
his little domain the envy of the great, and 
the admiration of the fkilful ; a place to 
be vifited by travellers, and copied by de- 
ligners. Whether to plant a walk in un- 
dulating curves, and to place a bench at 
every turn where there is an objcft to 
catch the view; to make water run where 
it will be heard, or to ftagnate where it 
will be feen; to leave intervals where the 
eye will be pleafed, and to thicken the 
plantation where there is fomething to be 
hidden, demands any great powers of 
mind, I will not enquire. Perhaps a 
fullen and furly {peculator may think fuch 
performances rather the {port than the bufi- 
nefs of human reafon. But it muft be at 
leaft confeiled, that to embellith the form 
of Nature is an innocent amufement ; and 
fome praife muft be allowed by the moft 
fupercilious obferver to him, who does 
belt what fuch multitudes are contending 
to do well.f’ 

It is impoffible to read this illiberal 
obfervation without pain. One is un- 
willing to imagine, that in ‘ the fullen 
and furly {peculator,” Dr. Johnfon was de- 
fcribing the moral Author of the Rambler. 
If the quettion be always what is not 
‘the /port, but the dbu/inefs of human 
reafon, in few of the fine arts can we 


as unproductive, it mult not be imagined 


that it was laid out merely in pleafure-grounds, but that its produce was fwallowed up 
by the expenfes of embellifiment.—It was in every refpect a farm, what is now called 


the ferme ornée, or ornamented farm. 
+ Letter LXVI. 


ft ‘ The ideas of paftoral poetry,’ fays the Author of Obfervations on Modern Garden - 
ing, * appear fo lovely in the Leafowes, as to endear the memory of their Auihor, and 
jultify the memory of Mr. Shenftone, who inhabited, made, and celebrated the place. 
It is a perfect pi€tue of his mind, fimple, elegant, and amiable; and will always fug- 
geft a doubt, whether the {pot infpired his verie, or whe'her, in the {cengs which he 
formed, he only realiied the paftoral images which abound in his Songs.’ 
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find the excellence that can bear the con- 
templation of the fullen and furly fpecu- 
lator. He will be Conftantly exclaiming 
for the * Utile’ to the utter exclufion of 
the * Dulce.’ But where is the difference 
between him, who like Shenitone, imitates 
Nature on her own canvas (if the expref- 
fion be allowed) and the artift, who, on a 
much narrower fcale, in the compafs of a 
few fquare feet, perhaps, will delineate 
whatever is fublimely awful, or pleafingly 
picturefque. The elegant and philofophi- 
eal Lord Kames gives the fuperiority to the 
former. ‘ It requires,’ fays he, ‘ more 
genius to paint in tha gardening way. 
In forming a land{cape upon canvas, no 
more is required but to adjuft the figures 
to each other: an artift, who would form 
a garden in Kent’s manner, has an 
additional tafk ; which is, to adjuft his 
figures to the feveral varieties of the field.” 
—And can it be a queftion, whether this 
demands any great powers of mind ?—Or, 
who but a fullen and furly {peculator, 
not the candid, the difcerning, the philo- 
fophic connoifleur, would, in contempla- 
ting the noble land{capes of a Claud 
Lorrain, a Salvatir Rofa, or a Gainibo- 
rough, dream a moment of fuch’a uiciels, 
fuch an wagrateful enquiry—* Is this the 
bufinefs or the {port of human reafon ? 
To remarks, invidioully trivial as_ this, 
with how much more propriety may it 
be afked—* Is this the {port or the bufi- 
nefs of jult and rational Criticifm ?° 
No one can be poflefled of an elegant 
tafte for gardening, who pofleffes not alfo 
that inventive and creative fancy that is the 
ellential charaéteriftic of genius, and thofe 
gitts of judgment and fele€tion that are fo 
neceflary to the poet’s art. Between Poe- 
try and Gardening indeed there may be a 
conneétion of the fame kind with that 
which fubfifts between Poetry and Paint- 
ing; each being imitative arts, and each 
having their peculiar power of raifing 
emotions in the mind. But Poetry and 
Painting, as well as Sculpture and Archi- 
tecture, were brought to perfeétion in thofe 
remote times, when flourifhed, in all the 
fupremacy of mortal excellence, a Homer, 
an Apelles; a Phidias, and a Vitruvius. 
The Art of Gardening, that imitation of 
the Deity in the moft beautiful of his vifi- 
ble works, is exclutively the glory and the 
triumph of modern Genius; nor do we 
owe the firft idea of it, nor the gradual 
perfetion to which it has arrived, to men, 


* The Honourable 
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of whom one would think a moment to 
enquire— ‘Did they poflels any great 
powers of mind ?” 

Thofe, on the contrary, to whom weare 
indebted for the firlt idea, and prefent per- 
fe&tion of modern Gardening, were ge- 
niufés of the firlt order. Had Shenittone 
and the Leafowes exiited in the time of 
Milton, that divine genius would have 
hailed the bard of congenial foul, and, in 
the beautiful fcenes around would have 
beheld his own enchanting Eden. But 
this affertion will be beft illuftrated by the 
fentiments of a popular author, whole in- 
genious writings, as well as converie with 
all the varieties of polifhed life, have long 
given him a claim, in the moft moral fenie, 
to the title of Arbiter Elegantiarum. * 

After giving a very interefting defcrip- 
tion of the wretched ftate of Gardening, 
prior to the prefent century, he proceeds : 
* One man, one great mani we had, on whom 
nor education nor cuftom could impoft 
their prejudices ;° whe, ‘on evil days though 
fallen, and with darknels and folitude 
compaffed round,’ judged that the mittaken 
and fantaftic ornaments he had feen in 
gardens, were unworthy of the Almighty 
Hand that planted the delights of Paradife. 
He feems with the prophctic eye of tafte (as 
I have heard talte well defined) + to have 
conceived, to have forefeen modern garden 
ing; as Lord Bacon announced the difco- 
veries fince made by experimental philo- 
fophy. The defcription of Eden is a warm- 
er and more juft picture of the prefent 
ftyle than Claud Lorrain could have paint- 
ed from Hagley or Stourhead. The firft 
lines I fhall quote exhibit Stourhead on a 
more magnificent fcale. 


Thro’ Eden went a river large, 
Nor chang’d his courfe, but thro’ the thaggy 


hill, 
Pafs'd underneath ingulph'd, for God had 
thrown 
That mountain as his garden-mound, high 
rais’d 
Upon the rapid currentt——- 
Hagley feems pictured in what follows, 


which thro’ veins 
Of porous earth with kindly thirft up- 
drawn, 
Rofe a freth fountain, and with many a rill 
Water'd the garden 
What colouring, what freedom of pencil, 
what landicape in thefe lines, 





Horace Walpole. 


+ By the great Lord Chatham, who had a good tafte him(elf in modern gardening, as 
he fhewed by his own villas in Enfield Chace and at Hayes, 
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—from that faphire fount the crifped 
brooks, 
Rolling on orient pearl and fands of gold, 
With mazy error under pendent fhades 
Ran neétar, vifiting each plant, and fed 
Flow’rs worthy of Paradifé, which not 
nice art 
In beds and curious knots, but ature 
boon 
Pour’d forth profufe on hill and dale and 
plain, 
Both where the morning fun firft warmly 
fimote 
The ofen field, and where the unpierc’d 
fhade 
Imbrown’d ‘the noon-tide bow’rs.—Thus 
was this place 
A happy rural feat of various view. 


Read this tranfporting defcription, paint to 
your mind the {cenes that follow, contratt 
them with the favage but refpeétable terror 
with which the poet guards the bounds of 
his Paradife, fenced 


——with the champain head 
Of a feep wildernefs, whofz hairy fides 
With thicket overgrown, grote{que and 
wild 
Accefs denied ; and over head upgrew 
Iniuperable height of loftieft fhade, 
Cedar and pine, and fir, and branching 
palm, 
A fylvan fcene, and as the ranks afcend, 
Shade above fhade, a woody theatre 
Of ftatelieft view 


and then recolleét that the author of this 
fublime vifion had never feen a glimpié of 
any thing like what he has imagined; that 
his favourite ancients had dropped not a 
hint of fuch divine fcenery ; and that the 
conceits in Italian gardens, and Theobalds 
and Nonfuch, were the brighteft originals 
that his memory could furnifh. -His in- 
telle&tual. eye {aw a nobler plan, fo little 
did he futier by the lofs of tight. It fuf- 
ficed him to have fen the materials with 
which he could work. The vigour of a 
boeundle{$ imagination told him how a 
plan might be difpofed, that would embel- 
Jif nature, and reftore art to its proper 
office, the jult improvement or imitation of 
it. 

It is neceffary that the concurrent telfti- 
mony of the age fhould fwear to potterity, 
that the de{cription above-quoted was writ- 
ten above half a century before the intro- 
duétion of modern gardening, or our incre 
dulous defcendents will defraud thie poet of 
half his glory, by being perfuaded that he 
copied fome garden or gardens he had feen 
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—fo minutely do his ideas correfpond 
with the prefent itandard. But what thall 
we fay for that intervening half century 
who could read that plan and never attempt 
to put it in exeeution ?” 

Thus we fee, that to conceive an antici- 
pating idea of modern Gardening, not 
merely ‘ great powers of mind,” but no- 
thing lefs than the ftupendous genius of a 
Milton was requifite. But let us hear 
what this Writer fays of Kent, that great 
man, who realifed the beautiful defcriptions 
of Milton,—* Painter enough,’ fays Mr, 
Walpole, * to tafte the charms of land- 
fcape, bold and opiniative enough to dare 
and to diétate, and born with a genius to 
ftrike out a great fyftem from the twilight 
of imperfeét effays, he leaped the fence, 
and faw that all nature was a garden. 
He felt the delicious contraft of hill and 
valley changing imperceptibly into each o- 
ther, talted the beauty of the gentle fwell, 
or concave fcoop, and remarked how loofe 
groves crowned an eafy emunence with 
happy ornament, and while they called in 
the diftant view between their graceful 
ftems, removed and extended the perfpec- 
tive by delufive comparifon. Thus the 
pencil of bis imagination bettowed all the 
arts of land{cape on the {cenes he handled. 
The great principles on which he worked 


‘were perfpective, and light and fhade. 


Groups of trees broke too uniform or too 
extenlive a lawn; evergreens and woods 
were oppofed to the glare of the champain ; 
and where the view was lefs fortunate, or 
fo muth expofed*as to be beheld at once, 
he blotted out fome parts by thick fhades, 
to divide it into variety, or to make the 
richeit {cene more enchanting, by referving 
it to a farther advance of the {pectator’s 
ften. Thus felecting favourite objeéts, 
and veiling deformities by fcreens of plan- 
tation ; formctimes allowing the rudeft waite 
to add is foil to the richeit theatre, he rea- 
lifed the compofitions of the greateft maf- 
ters In painting. Where objects were want- 
ing to animate his horizon, his tafte as an 
archite&t could beftow immediate te: mina- 
tion. His buildings, his feats, his temples, 
were more the works of his pencil than of 
his compaffes. We owe the reftoration of 
Greece andthe diffufion of architecture to 
his fkillin landicape. But of all the beau- 
ties he added to the face of this beautiful 
country, none furpaffed his management of 
water. Adieu to canals, circular bafons, 
and cafcades tumbling down marble tteps, 
that latt abfurd magnificence of Italian and 
French villas. The forced elevation of 
cataracts was no mere, The gentle ftream 
was 
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was taught to ferpentize feemingly at its 
pleafure, and where difcontinued by differ- 
ent levels, its courfe appeared to be con- 
cealed by thickets properly interfperfed, and 
glittered again at a diltance where it might 
be fuppofed naturally toarrive. Its borders 
were {moothed, but preferved their waving 
irregularity. A few trecs fcattered here 
and there on its edges f{prinkled the tame 
bank that accompanied its meanders ; and 
when it difappeared among the hills, fhades 
defcending from the heights leaned to- 
wards its progrefs, and framed the dittant 
point of light under which it was loft, as 
it turned alide to either hand of the blue 
horizon. ‘Thus dealing in none but the 
colours of nature, and catching its mott fa- 
vourable features, men faw a new creation 
opening before their eyes. The living 
landicape was chaftened or polifhed, not 
transformed. Freedom was given to the 
forms of trees ; they extended their branch- 
es unreftriéted ; and where any eminent 
oak, or mafter beech, had efcaped maiming 
and furvived the foreft, bufh and bramble 
were removed, and all its honours were re- 
ftored to dittinguith and thade the plain. 
Where the united plumage of an ancient 
wood extended wide its undulating canopy, 
and ftood venerable in its darknefs, Kent 
thinned the foremoft ranks, and left but fo 
many detached and {cattered trees, as fof- 
tered the approach of gloom, and blended 
a chequered light with the thus lengthened 
Shadows of the remaining columns.’ 

But as Poetry and, Gardening are cer- 
tainly filter arts, as well as Poetry and 
Painting, Mr. Walpole proceeds to obferve 
of Kent, that he was neither without affif- 
tance or faults. .‘ Mr. Pope,’ he adds, 
“ undoubtedly contributed to form his tafte. 
The defign of the Prince of Wales’s garden 
at Carlton-houfe was evidently borrowed 
from the Poet's at Twickenham. There 
was a little of affected modetty in the latter, 
when he faid, of all his Works he was 
moit proud of his garden. And yet it 
was a fingular effort of art and tafte to 
imprefs fo much variety and fcenrry on a 
Spot o; five acres. Thus far Mr. Wal- 
pole, who leaves us to lament the deli- 
cacy which forbade him to include in his 
obfervations, the Works of any living 
matters ; elf would a Brown and a Stlien- 
ftone have participated in the praile of 
genius, with a Kent and a Pope.* 
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But we muft now take notice of the 
Anecdote, which we have mentioned above, 
as what no one would be willing to be- 
lieve. Dr. Johnfon, after coldly obferv- 
ing, that ‘fome praife muft be allowed 
by the moft fuperficial ob‘erver to him, 
who does belt what fuch multitudes 
are contending to do well,’ thus pro- 
ceeds:—‘ This praife was the praife 
of Shenftone; but, like all other modes 
of felicity, it was not enjoyed with- 
out its abatements. Lyttelton was his 
neighbour and his rival, whofe empire, 
fpacious and opulent, looked with dif- 
dain on the petty State that appeared be- 
hind it. For awhile the inhabitants of 
Hagley affeéted to tell their acquaintance 
of the little fellow that was trying to make 
himfelf admired; but when by degrees 
the Leafowes forced themfelves into no- 
tice, they took care to defeat the curio- 
fity which they could not fupprefs, by 
conduéting their vifitants pervertely to in- 
convenient points of view, and introducing 
them at the wrong end of a walk to de- 
teét a deception ; injuries of which Shen- 
flone would heavily complain. Where 
there is emulation there will be vanity, 
and where there is vanity there will be 
folly.” 

But who, that recolle&ts the character 
of the excellent Lyttelton, will be willing 
to believe this Anecdote? In other re- 
{peéts alfo it is highly improbable. Kin- 
dred genius may fometimes be inflamed 
with envy as well as emulation ; but there 
is an attracting lympathy in a kindred tafte 
for the beauties of Nature, which is more 
likely to produce an harmonious inter- 
couife of affection, than the wanton per- 
verienefS and diminithhing efforts of Envy. 
This is the opinion of the elegant Crity 
before quoted.¢ ‘ Other fine arts,” fays 
he, * may be perverted ro excite irregular, 


_and even vicious emotions: but Garden- 


ing, which infpires the purett and moft 
refined pleafires, cannot fail to promote 
every good affection. The giiety and 
harmony of mind it praduceth, inclining 
the {pect:tor to communicate his fatistac- 
tion to others, and to make them happy 
as he is himicif, tend vatorally:to elttablifR 
in him a habit of humanity and benevo- 
lence. —The writings, at leatt, of Shen- 
ftone. breathe neither difpieature nor com- 
plaint; but, on the contrary, belpeak all 


*Mr Maton, in his firft beautiful Canto on Gardening, has fhewn that Spenfer 
and Addifon ought not to be omitted in the Jift of our Authors, who were not blind to 


the graces of natural tafte. 


+ Lord Kames. 
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the warmth of admiration for his opulent 
* neighbour and rival.” 

speaking «f one of thefe vifits, he fays, 
© T had here | «tt Wedncfday, Dean Lyttel- 
ton, Mr. William Lyrtelton, Commo- 
dore Weft, Mats Lytelton, and Milfs 
Weft. hey drank tea, and went round 
my walks, where they feemed attonifhed 
they had been fo long ignoranr of the 
beauties of the place; faid, in general, 
every thing that was comolailant or fi iend- 
ly ; and Jef: me highly delighted with 
their vifit, and with room to hope for many 
more.’* 

And how often does the name of Lyt- 
teltom™ occur in his Elegies ; 
* Perhaps, ev’n Genius pours a flighted lay ; 

Perhaps ev’n Friendfhip theds a truidefs tear ; 
Ev'n Lyttelton but vainly trims the bay, 

And fondly greces Hammonds mournful 

bier.’ 





But now, nor fhaggy hill, nor pathlefs plain, 
Forms the Jone refuge of the fylvan game ; 
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See Thomfon loit’ring, near fome limpid well, 
For Britain’s friend the verdant wreath pre- 
pare ! 
Or, ftudious of revolving feafons, tell, 
How peerlefs Lucia made ail feafons fair.f 





The groves may fmile, the rivers gently glide; 
Soft thro’ the vale refound the lonefome lay, 

Ev’n thickets yield delight, if Tafte prefide ; 
But can they pleafe when Lyctelton’s away ?|j 


Nor was Shenttone Jefs efteemed by the 
great and good Lord, whol: memory we 
are vindicating, who placed the following 
In{cription, to the memory of his fnend, 
in one of the beauiifui recefles of Hagley : 


To the Memory of 
WILLIAM SHENSTONE, Efquire; 
In whote Verfes 
Were al! the natural Graces, 
And in whofe Manners 
Was all the amiable Simplicity 
Of PasToraL POETRY. 
Win the fweet Tendernels 





Since Lyttelton has crown’d the tweet domain Of the ELeciac § 

‘ The-pleafure of Shenftone,” continues 
our fevere Biographer, ¢ was all in his eye." 
He valued what he valued merely for its 
looks. Nothing raifed his indignation 
more than to afk if there were any filhes 
in his water. His houle was mean, and 


Where the rough bowman urg’d his headlong 
fieed, 
Immortal bards, a polifh’d race, retire ; 
And where hoarfe {cream’d the f&trepent horn, 
fucceed 
The melting graces of no vulgar lyre. 


*Letter LVIT. Elegy 1l.3 fElegy XXIII.7, 8,9. || Elegy XXIV. 14, 

§ On thete two paflages in Dr. Johnfon, Mr. R. Potter, the ingenious Tranflator of 
JE\(chylus, &c. makes the following juit remarks m his Obfervations on Dr. Johnfon's 
Criticiims. It is pleafant enough to obferve this Writer, whe has fo long diétated to the 
public taite, and that ina pretty high tone, gravely doubting whether the Art of Garden- 
ing, in the prefent enlarged acceptstion of the woid, demands any great powers of mind, 
The manner in which he puts the queftion plainly thews his own opinion ; but what- 
ever § a fullen and furly {peculator may think,” the ‘rue judge of beautiful nature will 
efteem it an elegant exertion of real genius. But the tafteleis ridicule on Shenftone is 
only the Introduétion to a cruel and unjuft refle€tion on Lord Lyttelton: ¢ For awhile 
the inhabitants of Hagiey affeéted,” &c. I refpeét my reader and myflf too much 
to treat this malignant affertion with the afperity it deferves. If the eminent virtues, 
the liberal difpofition, and benevolent heart of Lord Lyttelton could not fecuie his 
Charaéter from fuch a rude attack, who may hope to efcape?~But happily the ftory 
carries its own confutation in itfelf. ‘ The {pacious and opulent empire’ can have 
no emulation of ‘ the petty ftate, on which it looks with difdain.” Can the majettic 
Skiddow be a jealous rival of the little unanimated hills of Dovedale? A candid 
Writer will not record every idle tale he hears, which refleéts difhonour on a great 
and good charaéter ; but when he is affured that the tale is falle, it becomes his duty, 
as an honeft man, toreiraét it. Dr. Johnfon had this affurance from the moft honour- 
able authority, which he ought to have refpeéied, and to have done juflice to the 
worthy inhabitants of Hagley. Detraétion is an unamiable quality. * A man,’ faid 
an excellent perfon, on this occafion, ‘ who could take a pleafure in defacing fine 
ictures, or mutilating exquilile ttatues, would be juftly odious ; becaufe he would de- 
prive elegant fpeators of the pleafure arifing from beautiful objects, and artiits of 
proper fubjeéts of imitation; but the man who endeavours to deface and mutilate 
examples of virtue, is guilty of a much greater crime,’ 
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he did not improve it; his care was of his 
grounds. When he came home from his 
waiks he might find his floors flooded by 
a fhower through the broken roof ; but 
could {pare no money for its reparation. 
In time his expenfes brought clamours 
about him, that overpowered the lamb’s 
bleat and the Jinnet’s fong 5 and his groves 
were haunted by beings very different from 
fawns and fairies. He fpent his eftate in 
adorning it, and his death was probably 
haftened by his anxieties. He was alamp 
that {pent its oil in blazing. It is faid, 
that if he had lived’a hutle longer he would 
have been affiled by a penficn: fuch 
bounty could not have been ever more 
properly beftowed; but that it was ever 
afked is not certain ; it is toocertain that 
it never was enjoyed. 

That the idea of procuring him a pen- 
fion really exalted, appears evidently trom 
the concluding Letter in the third volume 
of his Works, and perhaps it would have 
been procured.* But the date of this let- 
ter (Jan. 11, 1763) the ingenious Writer 
furvived but a thort time; for he died of 
a putrid fever, on the sith of the fol- 
lowing month, to the inexpreffible grief 
of his more intimate friends, and the ge- 
nerous concern of thofe, who, too Jate 
acquainted with his merit, were indulg- 
ing themfelves with the pleafing thought 
of having provided for his future eaie, 
and tranquil enjoyment of life. In the 
melancholy recoileétion of this too pre- 
mature idea, the friend that attended his 
obfequies, might have found a fad pro- 
priety in repeating the following beauti- 
ful ftanzas, fo charaéteriftic of himfelf, in 
his Elegy on the untimely death of a 
learned acquaintance : 
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When humble Shenftone leaves his drooping 
friends, 
Pageant nor plume diftinguith Shenftone’s bier, 
The faithful Mufe with votive fong attends, 
And blots the mournful numbers with a tear. 


He little knew the fly penurious art ; 
That odious art which Fortune’s favourites 
know, 
Form’d to beftow, he felt the warmeft heart, 
But envious Fate, forbade him to beftow. 


He little knew to ward the fecret wound ; 
He little knew that mortals could enfnare ; 

Virtue he knew ; the nobleft joy he found, 
To fing her glories, and to paint her fair. 


Ye fons of wealth! proteét the Mufes train ; 
Fromwinds proteét them,and withfood fupply; 

Ah! helplefs they, to ward the threaten’d pain! 
The meagre tamine, and the wintry fy ! 


He lov'd the Mufe ; the taught him to complain, 
He faw his timorous loves on her depend ; 
He lov'd the Mufe; although fhe taught in vain; 

He lov'd the Mufe, for the was-Virtue’s friend. 


He with'd for wealth, for much he wifh’d to give ; 
He griev’d that Virtue might not wealth ob- 
tain 5 
Piteous of woes, and hopelefs to relieve, 
The penfive profpe&t fadden’d all his ftrain. 
I faw him faint! I faw him fink to reft ! 
Like one ordain’d to fwell the vulgar throng 5 
As though the virtues had not warm’d his breait, 
As though the Mules not infpir'd his tongue. 


I faw his bier ignobly crofs the plain ; 
Saw peafant hands the pious rites fupply 5 
The generous ruftics mourn’d the friendly {waing 
But Power and Wealth’s unvarying cheek 
was dry ! 
Such Shenftone fell, in meagre want forlorn! 
Where we ye then,ye powerful patrons, where? 
Would ye the purple fhould your limbs adorn, 
Go wath the confcious blemith with a tear. > 
[| To be continued. ] 


* The Author of Letters on Hagley, &c. afferts, that it was aétually obtained by 
the interelt of the great and good Lord Lyttelton, although too late to be enjoyed. 


t Elegy IIT. 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 11, &c. 


Th New CLEMENTINA? An Affecting Hiftory. 
[From the French of the celebrated M. d’Arnaup.] 


HE madnefs of Clementina, in Sir 

Charles Grandifon, has been thought 
very improbable by many perfons, and 
even by fome men of genius. An ex- 
treme degree of fenfibility is indeed necef- 
fary to difcover with what truth this cha 
racter is defcribed ; for the world, and 
leticred men in general, whom ait is apt 
to fpoil and deform, feldom know the 
value of a juft and natural reprefentation. 
All, however, that we fhall fay further 
in behalf of Richardfon, that fublime mo- 
ralitt, that true painter of the human heart, 
is to relate a fingular faét, which can be 


attefted by the whole Provirice of Nor- 
mandy. 

A young Lady, whofe name it is wie- 
lefs to mention, was on the point of giv- 
ing her hand to a Gentleman of the fame 
age. Intereft did not prefide at this en- 
gagement, as is but too commonly the 
cafe. Their paffion was equally ardent 
and reciprocal. 

In the very moment that they were ap- 
proaching the altar, the young man re 
collects that fome neceflary papers are 
wanting. He defires that the ceremony 
may be poftponed for a fortnight, that he 

may 
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may immediately fet out, and have time 
fufficient to return with thefe papers. 
What a cruel incident! But he will not 
delay a moment to fly back on the wings 
of love to his adorable miitrefs. He 1s 
impatient to conclude the ceremony that 
is to confirm the happine(s of his life; and 
that life itfelf is attached to ties that can 
never be too clofely formed. 

Women, when in love, are perhaps 
more paflionately, mors delicately fenfible 
to the foft influence than men. Our 
young bride paid no attention to the rea- 
fons that were alleged. What reafons, 
indeed, can be urged to a heart replete 
with the tender paffion? She gives way 
to complaints, and to all the alarms that 
Fancy could fuggett. She fees, the is 
alive only to the'y pain of being torn from 
the objeét that was far dearer to her than 
herfe}f. And thefe are the feelings—this 
the conduét cf genuine love. 

But it is impoffible to proceed with 
the ceremony’! The impatient lover 
has already left his miftrefs, whofe too 
fufceptible heart confults not the little 
decorums of the fex, nor the reprefenta- 
tions of her family. Ina mind, uncor- 
rupted by refinement, Love affumes the 
charaéter, the noble pride of Virtue; and 
it feels a degree of f{elf-complicency, it 
glories i in its tranfports. ‘The young Lady 
hefitates not to lament openly a delay, 
which was, however, to be of fuch fhort 
duration. But the hours of abfence ave 
years—are ages of torture to whomfoever 
has the misfortune of being in love. 

In the mean time, however, the voung 
Lady receives a trom lover, 
which, one would imagine, would relieve 
her from this cruel {tate of agitation and 


her 


letter 


terror. Afier renewing a thouland pro- 
teftations of everlafting love, he dwells 


with tranfpert on his approaching felicity, 
and fixes the d: iy of his arrival. 

It may be fuppofed, that his miftrefs, 
in proportion to the pleaiure ihe derived 
from this intelligence, anticipated the happy 
day, and that tlie was at the place where 
ser lover was to alight, even tome hours 
before he couid arrive. Her eye was con 
tinually at the window. At the leaf 
noife, ¢It is he! it is he!’—The mo- 
ment the ftage coach appears, fhe is the 
firft to perceive it. She has wing 
flles—with impacent eyes 
beloved. —* Where is he 
Ts nor Monficur * * among the 
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fenoers? Where—where is he?—An cl 
derly gentleman now eps out of the 
coach, with a deep forrow villble in his 
face: ‘ Madam, 3t 
¢ What! is he’ 


is my duty to’ ---- 


not come, Su? He told 
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me - - - what, what prevents him ?? = 
* Iam his uncle, Madam, and I am come 
expres’ - - -- * What! has he changed 
his mind, Sir? Does he ceafe to love me? 
Do his relations refufe - - - - you figh, 
Sir? - - - Muft I never then be his? Spzak, 
Sir! - -- tell me.“—* Oh! Madam, arm 
yourfelf with courage.—No - - - my ne- 
phew was not capable of fuch difhonour- 
able conduét - - - but a violent illnefs - - - 
* An illnefs! ---I run ---TI fly -- 
my parents will permit me’ - - - ¢ Stay, 
Madam - - - - this goodnefs is now ule- 
lefs."—At thefe words, the old man burfts 
into tears. ‘The young Lady is {peech- 
lefs and immoveable. —*‘ Ah! Madam, 
you underftand me but too well !—* He is 
dead ! he is dead!’ {creamed the unhappy 
Lady. Her fears are but too well founded. 
She is informed that a fudden death had 
{natched her lover from her, the very 
evening before he was to have fet out on 
his return ; and that he had only time to 
requeft his uncle to go and fee his in- 
ended bride, to affure her that in his laft 
moments he loved her if poffible with more 
ardour than ever, and to do every thing 
in his power to confole her. — é He is 
dead! ---he is no more!’ repeats the 
wretched Lady, with a fteady voice, that 
feems to iffue from the bottom of her 
foul. Alas! her mind is now wander- 
ing; her reafon has abandoned her; no 
remedy can cure the dreadful affliction, 
nor mitigate fuch hopelefs woe. 

This unfortunate viétim turvived her 
lover to be long—long devoured by the 
excels of c alamty. Can it be believed, 
that for fifty years paft, notwithianding the 
feverity af ‘the { fealons, fhe goes every day 
foot, about two leagues, and repairs 
to the place, where fhe had hoped to fee 
her lover alighting trom the coach. She 
only utters; * He 1s notcome yet! I will 
return to-morrow !’ 

Thefe are all the words fhe has fpoken 
for fifty years patt; for fhe is buried ina 
deep and uncealing grief. Some people, 
who know not what itis to feel (and fuch 
barSaritns there are!) had advifed to have 
her “moe ‘The Magiftrates, more com- 
paffionate than thefé we “ik and hard-heart- 
cd men, have determined not to deprive 


on 


her of her hberty. Her madnefs, they fay, 
is not pre} idicial to fociety, but, on the 
contrary, 1s wo rthy of all the refpest and 
veneration that is due to the wretched. 

cind “y not this unhappy Lady, who is 
thu! living, among the number of thole, 





ly ‘has created, if I may {0 

thefe beautiful, thele ad- 
affecting expreflions : 
MISER? 


for whom Tul 
expre's myfelf, 
mirable, th ele 
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Conclufion of Deétor Stuart’s Account of the Deatu andCuaracTer f 


Mary, Queen of Scots, from Page 268, of our la/t. 


Such was the melancholy fate of Mary 
Stuart Queen of Scots, in the forty-fifth 
year of her age. Her abilities were an 
honour to her birth, which was mott il- 
luftrious. Her virtues were great; her 
misfortunes greater. While the was ca- 
pable of profound views, and a bold po- 
licy, fhe. was firm and ftrenuous. Her 
underftanding was clear, her judgment 
penetrating, her fpirit lofty, her ap- 
plication vigorous. But fhe was called 
to the exercife of royalty, in an un- 
heppy and moft critical period. 
The troubles of the reformation had con- 
firmed the turbulence of her nobles ; and 
fhe had been accuftomed to the orderly 
government, and the refined and féducing 
manners of France, The zeal of her 
people for the new opinions was moftt paf- 
fionate ; and fhe was attached to the an- 
tient religion witha keennefs that excited 
their fears. Her prime minifters, though 
able and popular, were deftitute of inte- 
grity dnd_patriotifm ; and a confpiracy to 
difturb her peace, and to accomplifh her 
ruin, was formed early by an imperious 
rival, who, to exorbitant power and im- 
menfe wealth, added_ the finzular felicity 
of being direéted by ftatefinen devoted to 
her purpofes, and poffetied of the greateit 
talents. 

With the happieft intentions, with public 
fpirit and the love of juftice, with mode- 
ration, liberality and {piendour, fhe at- 
tained not the praife of true glory. Cir- 
cumvented by the treachery of filing and 
corrupted countellors, and expofed to the 
unceafing hatred and fufpicions of turbu- 
lent ecclefiaftics, fhe perpetually experienc- 
ed the miferies of difappointment, and 
the malignity of detractions. With great 
capacity for bufinefs, the was unfuccefs- 
ful in affairs. Infinitely amiable in her 
private deportment, fhe enjoyed not tran- 
quillity and happinefs. She was candid 
and open ; engaging and generous. Her 
manners were gentle, her temper chearful, 
her converfation eafy and flowing, her wit 
polite, her information various, her tafte 
elegant. But her hufbands, like her’ 
courtiers, were eager to interrupt her prof- 
perity and enjoyments; and while her ad 
miniitration was deformed with difafters 
and faction, her domettic life was embit- 
tered with difquietudes and forrow. With 
every claim ‘to felicity fhe was expofed to 
all the crofles of fortune; ard her form 
which gave a fpiendour to her rank, her 





abilities, her virtues, and accomplifhments, 
ferved to ennoblie her affl:&tions. The in- 
comparable beauty and expreffion of her 
countenance, the exquifite prop: iety of her 
ftature, and the exact fymmetry of her 
flape attraéted and fixed the admiration 
of every beholder. In her air, her walk, 
her gelture, fhe mingled majefty and grace, 
Her eyes, which were of a dark grey, 
fpoke the fituations and fenfibility of her 
mind; the found of her voice was melo- 
dious and affecting: and her hair, which 
was black, improved the brightnefs of her 
complexion. ‘To give the greateft luftre 
to her perfon, fhe took a full advantage of 
the adventitious aids and garniture of 
drefs. She difcovered an imexhauftible 
fincy in the richnefs and variety of her 
garments. She delighted in jewels and 
piecious ftones; and fhe was anxioufly 
curious in the finenefs and fafhion of her 
linen. But while her mind and her per- 
fon were {fo perfeé&t and {> alluring, fhe 
was not exempted from frailties. Though 
capable of diffimulation, and acquainted 
with the aits of management and addrefs, 
fhe did not tufficien'ly accommodate herielf 
to the manners of her people. Her re- 
fpect for her religion was too fond and doat- 
ing to confift with the policy and the dig- 
nity of a great fovereign. In her coun- 
fellors the uniformly repofed too unbound- 
ed a confidence; and from the foftnefs of 
her nature, fhe could be feduced to give 
them her truft, even after their demeanour 
was equivocal’ and fufpicious. Her cle- 
mency was not guided by prudence, and 
was generally repaid wih ingratitude and 
infult. To the Proteftant clergy, whofe 
infolence was inordinate and {féditious, 
fhe conduéted herfelf fometimes with 
a paffion that was unbecoming, and 
fometines with a remiflnefs that de- 
tracted from her confequence. A deter- 
mined contempt dr a vigorous feverity 
would have fuited better with her royal 
condition. She reccived her impref- 
fions with too much vivacity ; and trom 
the delicacy of her organization fhewas 
difpofed to that fpirit of caprice which is 
in fome me2fure chara@eriftic of her fex 3 
but which, though often pleafant and even 
dejightful in the itil and endearing inter- 
courie of private life, betrays in public 
concerns the fulpicton of inconftancy and 
indiicretion. He: faults, hewever, were 
the refult of amiable weaknefics; and they 
excite regret rather than indignation, The 
Oo moit 
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moft unpardonable error of her life was 
the romantic imprudence with which fhe 
ventured into England, and entrufted her- 
felf to the power of Elizabeth. By cou- 
rage and perfeverance fhe might have de- 
feated the turbulence and ambition of her 
nobles; and experience and time would 
have opened to her all the arts of go- 
vernment. But by this fatal ftep fhe. in- 
volved herfelf in difficulties which fhe was 
never able to furmount. Elizabeth, to 
whom her abilities and beauty were a 
fource of the moft unrelenting jealoufy 
and anger, embraced with a ferocious ar- 
dour the opportunity of humbling her 
completely as a Queen, and as a woman. 
She was expofed to all the practices of a 
cunning and a wicked vengeance. The 
vileft calumnies, the moft infulttng mor- 
tifications, the molt ftudied barbarities 
were employed againit her. She was made 
to exchange a kingdom for a prifon ; and 
while fhe felt in her own perfon the 
cruclleit injuries, fhe was afflicted with 
the dangers that threatened her country 
and her fon. An inclement and fufpici- 
ous adverfary, who dreaded to encounter 
her when at liberty, tarnifhed the glory 
of an illuftrious’reign by trampling on 
her fceptre while fhe was a captive. The 
rivalfhip of beauty ftill more perhaps than 
of talents, foftered the refentments of Eli- 
zebeth; and while fhe made Mary to 
fuffer under her power, fhe found the moft 
exquifite delight in overturning the domi- 
nion of hercharms. It pleafed her in the 
greateft degree, that the beauty of the 


Scottifh Princefs fhould wafte itfelf in {v- 
litude, that fhe fhould be kept at a dif- 
tance from admiration and homage, and 
that fhe fhould never experience, in any 
fortunate alliance, the melting tendernefs, 
and the delicate fenfibilities of connubial 
love. During the long period which 
paffed from the flight of Mary into Eng- 


Jand till her death, her miferies were in- 


tenfe, piercing, and uninterrupted. The 
bitter cup of her fortune, which often 
overflowed, never ceafed to be full. But, 
though agonizing with conttant afflictions, 
and though crowned with thorns, fhe ftill 
remembered that fhe was a Queen, and 
maintained the clevation and the dignity 
which became her. To overwhelm her 
with diftrefs and anguifh, Elizabeth {cru- 
pled nat to infult and to violate the moft 
eftablithed principles of law and juitice, 
the honour of hofpitality, the reverence 
of her fex, the holinefs of religion, the 
folemnity of engagements, ‘the ties of re- 
lation, the feelings of humanity, the 
fanétity of innocence, and the majefty of 
kings. But no infolence of tyranny, no 
refinement of anger, and no pang of woe 
could conquer or deftroy her greatnefs and 
her fortitude. Her mind, which grew in 
its powers under ftruggles and calamity, 
feemed even to take a ftrain of vigour from 
the atrocious paffions of her rival; and 
during her lamentable captivity, and in 
her dying fcene, fhe difplayed a magnani- 
mity and a heroifm that perhaps may have 
been equalled, but which has never been 
furpaffed in any age, or in any nation. 
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4 foort View of the State of KNowiepce, LITERATURE, and 
Taste, in this Country, from the earlie/t Times to the Norman Con- 
queft, continued from Page 237, of our laft. - 


As to the change that was produced, by 
Auttin and his attendants, in the princi- 
ples and manners of the Saxons, it was 
not, to fpeak even the moft favourably of 
it, by any means fo happy an alteration as 
would Have been effeéted, had the Golpel 
been preached in purer ages. The truth, 
at that period, was mixed with fuch error 
and fuperttition, that the underftandings 
of our anceftors-could not be fo greatly en- 
larged by their reception of Chrittianity, as 
at firft we might be apt to fuppofe. How- 
ever upright the intentions of Auftin 
might be, that he was himflf a weak 
man appears fiom the trifling, and even 
ridiculous, queftions which he required a 
foluuon of fiom Pope Giegory, 


This being the cafe, his difciples muft 
at beft, havé been more ignorant than 
their mafter. Befides, what kind of dif- 
ciples they were, may be colleéted from 
the vaft numbers of them who were made 
in a very fhort {pace of time. It was no 
age of infpiration or miracles; and there- 
fore it was impoflible for fuch multitudes 
of perfons to be properly inftruéted in fo 
{peedy a manner as is recorded. Some 
have aflerted that Auftin, and others, with 
more probability, that Paulinus baptized 
ten thoufand in one day. Now, to which 
foever of them this faét belongs, it, is 
enough to convince any man of reflec- 
tion, that thefe numerous converfions 
were too much like .thofe fince ~ 
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ried on by the popifh miffionaries ; and 
that they confifted more in a change of 
outward profeffion, than in a real altera- 
tion of fentiments, difpofitions, and man- 
ners. This is farther apparent, from the 
Saxons being allowed to retain their pagan 
cuftoms oe rites of worfhip, provided 
they applied them to other objects; a per- 
miffion which, though calculated to an- 
fwer political purpofes, was directly con- 
trary to the practice of the apoftles, and, 
in its very nature, deitruétive to the pro- 
grefs of real knowledge. , ; 

Independently of the defire which Auftin 
had to diffufe the light of the Gofpel in 
general, we find he was particularly zea- 
lous for his own authority, and extremely 
folicitous to fubjeét the Britith Chriftians, 
in the remoter part of the ifland, to his 
metropolitan jurifdiétion, and™ to the doc- 
tcines and difcipline of the fee of Rome. 
This is a circumftance no otherwife con- 
neéted with our main fubjeét, than as it 
affords us an opportunity of obferving, 
that the Britith bifhops of thot age, had 
mote enlarged views of things: accord- 
ingly, they difclaimed all fubmiffion to 
the Roman church, and nobly afferted 
their independence. 

But though the honour of the change 
in the ftate of knowledge, arifing from 
the converfion of the Saxons, has been 
chiefly attributed to Auftin and his affif- 
tants, yet it was, ina great meafure, ow- 
ing to others; particularly in the king- 
doms of Eaft Anglia, Northumberland, 
and Mercia. Paulmus before {poken of, 
had, indeed, begun-to propagate Chrif- 
tianity among the inhabitants of Nor- 
thumberland, by the affittance of Ethel- 
burga, the wife of king Edwin ; but the 
flaughter of that Prince foon overturned 
all that had been done, and the nation re- 
verted back to idolatry. Afterwards, 
when Ofwald, one of his fucceffors, was 
defirous of converting his fubjects, he fent 
to the Scotch monaftery of Jona, from 
whence, at length, he ‘received Aidan, a 
man who deferves to be raifed from the ob- 
{curity of the times, and to be mentioned 
with fingular veneration and efteem. It 
is on all hands agreed, that he was a 
molt accomplifhed and excellent perfon. 
He was as learned as any of his contem- 
poraries, and we may coniider as a full 
proof of it, the peculiar care he took to 
have {chools exected for the inftruction of 
youth. He, likewifeé, earneitly recom- 
mended, both to the clergy and laity, a 
diligent and conflant ftudy of the {crip- 
tures; being senfible that this was the on- 


ly way of promoting a genuine and ra- 
tional knowledge of divine truth. It is 
not our intention to fearch out obfcure 
names; and therefare we fhall content 
ourfelyes with obferving, that our country 
was as much, if not more, indebted, for 
the light of the gofpel, to Aidan, his dil- 
ciples, and fucceflors, as it was to the 
boaited Jabours of the Italian em ifaries. 
Let us now turn our eyes from the 
clergy, and fee if we can find any among 
the princes of the period, we are treating 
of, who merit a place in the hiftory of 
feience. The times of the heptarchy pro- 
duced a number of fovercigns that were 
diitinguifhed as warriors, as politicians, 
and as devotees; but there are oaly two 
who fall within our’plan, and éven thefe 
two would {carcely deferve to be mentioned, 
if they had lived in more enlightened ages. 
The firit is Sigebert, king of Eatt Anglia; 
who, in confequence of his haying been 
an exile in France, had acquired an un- 
derftanding and a taite fuperior to his con- 
temporaries. Accordingly, when he was 
fettled on the throne, he did not merely 
endeavour to convert his fubjeéts to Chrif- 
tianity, but inftituted feminaries for in- 
ftruétion in the languages, and fuch other 
literature as was then known. He has 
fometimes been confidered, though with- 
out fufficient reafon, as the founder of the 
univerfity of Cambridge. The {chools 
appointed by him were ereéted in feveral 
places, and can by no means be regarded 
as the eftablifhment of an univerfity. His 
knowledge was not fo enlarged as to pre- 
ferve him from the fuperftitious weaknefs 
of the times; for we read that he clofed 
his reign by retiring into a monattery. 
The other Prince that comes under our 
notice, is Ina, king of Weflex, who fuf- 
tains a character fuperior to that of Sige- 
bert, even the character of a Tawgiver. 
He cannot, indeed, be compared with the 
celebrated legi/lators of Grecian antiquity : 
he was not fo profound as Lycurgus, nor 
fo wile as Solon ; but furely the firft Saxon 
monarch who compofed a body of written 
laws, is an objeSt worthy of our atten- 
tion. This work he exécuted by the ad- 
vice, and with the concurrence, of his 
nobles, bifhops, and other eminent per- 
fons: Some of his inititutes related to 
the church, and fome to the flate, They 
continued in force a jong time, and at 
Jength became the foundation of the code 
eitablifhed by Alfred. But excellent as 
Ina was in feveral refpests, he difgvaced 
himfelf by an abfurd fup-rftiton; and he 
is faid to lrave introduced into his domi- 
Oa2 nions 
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nions the tax called Peter’s pence, which 
afterwards extended through all Eng- 
land. 

A little before the reign of Ina, there 
flourithed in Kent, Theodore, a native of 
Tarfus, and archbifhop of Canterbury. 
This man was more learned than any of 
his predeceflors, and deferves to be record- 
ed, as taking uncommon pains to pro- 
mote the caule of literature. Schools were 
erected by him, in order to teach the lan- 
guages, geometry, arithmetic, ntufic, and 
aftronomy ; and fo fuccefsful were thefe 
{chools, that Bede affures us he knew {e- 
veral perfons educated in them, who were 
able to converfe in Greek and Latin as 
fluently as in their native tongue. This 
was, undoubtedly, a great attainment ; 
and, though the defign of Theodore feems 
principally to have been to carry on his 
fcheme of fpreading the cuftoms and dif- 
cipline of the Roman church, yet, what- 
ever views. his were, it muit be owned 
that the encouragement of knowledge was 
a noble and generous method of executing 
his purpofés. 

Whether it was owing to the feminaries 
eftablithed by this celebrated prelate, or to 
what other caufes, the impeifeétion of 
records will not permit us to determine ; 
but during the latter end of the feventh 
and the beginning of the eighth centuries, 
learning, {ich as it was, was rather upon 
the advance in England. ‘There is fome- 
thing in the ftyle and manner of the wii- 
ters who lived at that period, which is fu- 
perior to the authors who proceeded, or 
came after them, for feveral ages: and 
then flourifhed a fet of men, who, all 
things confidered, deferved a large thare 
of reputaticn. Egbert, archbilhop of 
York, was famous as agreat coileétor 
of books, a fcholar, and a patron of |i- 
terature. Eddius compofed -the life of 
bifhop Witfrid, in a better tafte of lan- 
guage than had hitherto been cuftomary. 
Acca produced a number of theological 
picces.’ | 
degree of literary excellence. Burt of all 
the eminent perfuns that adorned this sera, 
Bede was the moft illuftrious; and indeed, 
notwithftanding the defeéts of his works, 
which are chiefly owing to the defeéts of 
the times, he was really an extraordinary 
man. He was the firft that wrote a regu- 
lar ecclefiaftieal hiftory ; and, though t is 
too {ull of fables and falfe misacles, it fill 
continues to be valuable. Nor was his 
knowledge confined to divinity and the 
annals of the church, but reached to the 
atts and {ciences in general; to grammar, 








Ceolfrid acquired a contiderable . 
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altronomy, chronology, natural philofophy» 
and ethics. It is true, his treatifes on thele 
fubjeéts will be found very imperfect, 
when compared with the enlightened pro- 
duétions of modern ages: neverthelefs, 
they preve him to have had an uncommon 
genius and application. He obtained, when 
young, the appellation of Venerable; and 
will always be regarded as a chara¢ter that 
is entitled to peculiar honour and efteem, 
There was a poet in this ara, Caedmon, 
on whom Bede beftows the higheft 
praifes. A fragment of him is preferved 
by Alfred ; but it ought to be remember- 
ed, that what might powerfully ftrike our 
rude anceftors may make little impreffion 
on the refinement of modern times. 

Bede was the luminary of the North, 
where he conftantly lived; and next to 
him in reputation was Aldhelm, who was 
fomething before him in point of time, and 
the chief ornament of the South of Eng- 
land. It is univerfally agreed that he was 
the firft Englifhman who compofed-in La- 
tin; none having heretofore done it, in 
this ifland, but fuch as were either foreign- 
ers from the continent, or Irith, or Scots, 
or Britons. He has, likewife, himnfelf af- 
fured us, that he was the firlt who intro- 
duced poetry among the Saxons, and who 
wrote upon the meafure of verfes. 

After Aldhelm and Bede, Alcuinus, 
educated by the latter, and by Egbert, 
archbifhop of York, acquived a diftin- 
guifhed name in the literary world. Being 
fent abroad, he became the favourite of 
the famous Charlemagne ; inftruéted him 
in rhetoric, logic, mathematics, and di- 
vinity ; and was called the Univerfalift, 
and fecretary to the liberal arts. He con- 
tiibuted gyeatly to the revival of learning 
in France ; and has been thought, by fome, 
to have founded the univerlity of Paris; 
but this is a matter not fufficiently authen- 
ticgted. ‘The fame of Alevinus fhines 
with diftinguifhed luftre in the literary 
hiftory of this age. 

Such were the eminent perfons wha 
flourithed in the period of which we are 
writing, and whom hiftory has handed 
down to us with encomiums that mult be 
admitted with fome degree of referve. 
They were very confiderable men, with 
rcfpeét to the mes in which they appear- 
ed; but they had not muoh true know- 

ge, and {carce any acquaintance with 
olite fcience. Befides, they were coim- 
peratively few; and the age, in general, 
was extremely rude and ignorant. Would 
we judge what it was, we may fee it in 
the barbarous manners, the cruel wars, 
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the treacherous murders then frequent : a- 
bove all, we may fee it in the religious 
fentiments and cuftoms which univerfally 
prevailed. ‘The monaftic fpirit is a de- 
monfiration of the low ftate of real wif- 
dom, efpecially when we remember that it 
infeéted even the Princes of the nation. 
No lefs than ten Kings, and eleven Queens, 
retired into convents; a fafhion which 
could not have taken place among perfons 
of fuch high rank, except in a period of 
the grofleft darknefs and fuperftition. 
Another folly, which fhews the fpirit and 
charaéter of the times, was the pilgrimages 
to Rome: and another, the exceflive fond- 
nefs for relics. Image-worfhip, likewile, 
was introduced among us, towards the 
clofe of the heptarchy. 

As to the controverfies that agitated the 
church iw thofe days, they are not worth 
mentioning. The chief difpute, and 
which was carried ona long while, was 
about the celebration of Eafter. We read 
alfo, that the doétrine of the Monothelites 
was condemned, at the council of Hat- 
field. 

After Bede, and his contemporaries, 
what little of literature there was in Eng- 
land declined apace, and became almoit 
annihilated. Initcad of growing more and 
more enlightened, the nation was plunged 
into deeper ignorance and error; and fuch 
was the ftate of things when Egbert put 
an end to the feven kingdoms, and united 
them under one fovereign. 

It might naturally be exp: &ed, that 
when the feven kingdoms came under the 
dominion of one Prince, the ttate of things 
would grow better, and knowledge begin 
to revive in England. But the fact was 
far otherwife ; and if we enquire into the 
caufes of it, feveral circumitances will be 
found, which contributed to the produc- 
tion of fo deplorable an effeét. The wars 
carried on by Egbert againft his neigh- 
bours, gave rife to much confution and 
delolation ; and when he had reduced the 
nation under his government, it would ftill 
be a confiderable time before affairs could 
be brought into fo peaceable and fourith- 
ing a condition, as was neceffary to the 
progrefs of learning. Moreover, the {p:- 
rit of the age was directly oppolite to li- 
terary improvements. An univerfal ig- 
norance prevailed, and there was no 
thought about the cultivation and advance- 
ment of human reafon. ‘Yo this concur- 
red the abiurd fentiments that were propa- 
gated with regard to religiov, and the 
enormous powcr and influence of the 
clergy, which could only be fupporied by 
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the ftupidity and darknefs of the people. 
Indeed, the fituation of the wor!d during 
this period, and for many centuries, affords 
a‘ftrong proof, that where the fcriptures 
are neglected, and rational principles con- 
cerning religious matters totally excluded, 
the other branches of {cience, and the fa- 
culties of the mind :n general, will greatly 
fuffer. It may, perhaps. be fuppofed, 
that the Monatteries had a tendency to pre- 
ferve and favour literature. They had 
fomething of this tendency; the little 
knowledge that fubfifted in the nation was 
maintained in them; but yet, upon the 
whole, they did not produce any great ef- 
fe&ts. But whateve: their tendency was, 
they had, in reality, rather a contrary ef- 
feét. They were not temples of pety, or 
feats of the Mufes; the perfons who re- 
fided in them, did not fix upon them as 
retreats to awaken their devotion and en- 
large their underftanding, but as places 
where they might Irve exempt from milt- 
tary fervice, and fecurely indulge their 
lufts and vices. _Thar the Monaftries 
were little clfe than the abodes, of wicked- 
nels, Bede complains again and again, in 
his writings; and he has told us they 
were in fo corrupt a ftate, that fuch as de- 
fired to be fincerely pious, were obliged to 
go abroad for education. 

but the grand circumftances which de- 
ftroyed the very traces of knowledge, and 
cut it up by the ioots, were the mvafions 
of ithe Danes; which fo foon fucceeded 
the abolition of the Heptarchy, that there 
was no time to bring the kingdom into 
order. In confequence of the numerous 
and repeated attacks of that people, who 
were more barbarous than the Saxons, an 
almoft univerfal ruin was ipread through 
the ifland, and the Monks were totally 
difperfed ; fo that the few among them 
who had applied to letters, being driven 





away or murdered, the wildom they pof- ‘ 


fefled, whatever tt was, perifhed with them. 
Hence, with relation to the hiftory. of 
learning, nothing can be recorded from 
the reign of Egbert to the reign of Al- 
fred ; who, when he came to the crown, 
found {cience in fo deplorable a condition, 
that he has himlelf affured us, he fcarcely 
remembered ene man on the fouth fide of 
the Humber, who underftood his prayers 
in the Englifh tongue, or could tranflate a 
pice of Latin into his native language. 
Were it not for Alfred, the period we 
are writing of would hardly deferve to be 
mentioned ; but he has thrown a mighty 
Juftre upon it; for in him we meet with 
abilities and accumplifhments that are tru- 


ly 
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ly aftonifhing. If we h2d full materials, 
it would be very delightful to trace the 
fteps by which fuch a mind advanced to 
maturity ; to mark the incidents that a- 
wakened the vigour of his genius, and 
rendered him fo diftinguifhed and enlight- 
ened in a barbarous age, and amidft a 
fcene of general diforder. We are inform- 
ed that, when he was very young, he was 
_ twice at Rome; and perhaps a peculiar im- 
preflion might be made upon him, while 
in that famous city. He might perceive 
fomething fuperior to what he had been 
witnefs to at home; fomething which call- 
ed forth his powers, and excited the ar- 
dours of a noble emulation. For though 
Rome itfelf was then in a very low ftate 
of {cience, compaied with what it had 
formerly been, yet it was vaitly {uperior, in 
this refpeét, to the dark and frozen regions 
of the North. But whatever impreflions 
Alfred might have received at that place, 
no immediate advancement in knowledge 
feems to have been the refult of them; 
for we are told his education was fo far 
neglected, that he could not read at twelve 
years of age, when, being allured to it 
by his mother, he applied to his ftudies 
with furprifing affiduity, and made a pro- 
grefs equally furprifing. P 

He was undoubtedly, in every inttance, 
one of the moft illuftrious characters re- 
corded in hittory, and defervedly remains, 
to this day, the peculiar favourite of the 
Englifh nation. We could enlarge with 
abundant pleafure, on his military talents, 
on the enterpiifes he conduéted, and the 
numerous battles he fought, which rank 
him with the greatett captains of ancient 
or modern times. We could dwell, with 
the fame fatisfaétion, on his political ta- 
Jents and behaviour, which were not in- 
ferior to his martial atchievements. We 
might expatiate, likewife, on his private 
virtues: but we fhall confine ourfelves to 
the circumftances relative to our main fub- 
ject, where we have ample matter for ad- 
mi-ation and p.aife. 

If we conlider Alfred with regard to his 
perfonal knowledge, we fhall find that he 
was fuperior to any man of his time. It 
is on all hands agreed, that he was the 
beft poet and the beft mathematician 
in his day; and fo with relation to fome 
other branches of the arts and {ciences. 
Such was his ardent defire for the cu!tiva- 
tion of his minds that he always retained 
about him the moft accomplifhed {cholars 


he could meet with, with whom he per- 
petually engaged in literary enquiries and 
purfuits. 

Nor was his wifdom a treafure locked 
up in his own breaft, and referved merely 
for his private entertainment : it was {pread 
around him in a moft plentiful manner. 
He was extremely folicitous to have his 
fubjeéts enlightened and improved, and 
zealoufly fought out every method that 
could contribute to fo defirable an effect. 
For this purpofe, one of his firit fteps was 
to invite from the Britifh monafteries, and 
from the continent, as many learned men 
as poflible, whom he received with open 
arms, made his chofen companions and 
friends, and encouraged by the higheft 
marks of diftinétion and favour. In con- 


currence with them, and by their means, 


he ereéted a number of {chools for the in- 
ftruétion of his people. 

That the path of knowledge might be 
rendered {till eafier to the Englifh nation, 
Alfred employed the able perfons who were 
about him, in writing fuch books as were 
calculated for the information of the mul- 
titude. A moft judicious and ufeful 
fcheme! And as there were but few who 
were capable of putting it into execution, 
he commenced. author himfelf, and com- 
pofed a variety of pieces; fo great a va- 
riety, that we are aftonifhed at his finding 
leifure to produce them, in the midft of 
the dangerous wars, and important public 
concerns, in which he was continually en- 
gaged. 

The motive from which his literary per- 
formances took their rife, does him ho- 
nour. He did not write from a principle 
of vanity, or.even from a defire of ob- 
taining a laudable reputation ; but folely 
from a view to the welfare of his fubjects, 
and the good of mankind. He took the 
labour upon him, becaufe no one elfe was 
fo well qualified for difcharging it. If 
we examine the catalogue of his works, 
we fhiall perceive that the matters he treat- 
ed of were worthy of his charaéter, as the 
prince and father of his country. Many 
of his compofitions related to the grand 
objets of government and laws, and o- 


thers of thea’ were proper for his peoplein - 


general, calculated to infpire them with 
devotion, to excite their attention to the 
moral virsues, and to provide for them an 
inftruétive and innocent entertainment. 


[To be concluded in our next.] 
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EAST INDIA INTELLIGENCE. 


[From the London Gazette of November 25.] 


Whitehall, November 25. 


Extract of a Letter from the Prefident and 
Sele& Committee at Bombay, to the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Di- 
reStors of the Eaft-India Company, 
dated 27th June, 1783, received over 
Land, 21ft of November. 


oO” laft etter left General Mat- 
thews, with his whole force colleét- 
ed, in poffeffion of Onore, and under po- 
fitive orders to make an immediate at- 
tempt upon the city of Bednure, in cafe 
the intelligence then juit received of Hy- 
der’s death proved well founded. In 
purfuance of thefe orders, the General 
proceeded to Cundapore, which he reduced 
after fome flight refiftance, and from thence 
reprefented, in very ftrong terms, that the 
condition of the army was not fuch as 
would warrant the attempt upon Bednure, 
but that, neverthelefs, he fhould make the 
trial ; and this advice of his intention was 
conveyed in a letter from Cundapore, da- 
ted the roth oP January, and received 
here on the 8th of February. 

The General's reprefentation of the 
danger of the enterprize, and fatal confe- 
quences of a failure, was exprefled fo for- 
cibly, that we did not think it proper, af- 
ter an opinion given in fuch ftrong terms 
by the Officer who was to execute the fer- 
vice, to perfift in exaéting a compliance 
with our above mentioned orders ; and we 
therefore, though with reluctance, dif- 
patched difcretionary orders to the Gene- 
ral todeferthe attempt, at the fame time 
recommending to him to give due weight 
in the fcale to the advantages Hyder’s 
death would afford him, which, in our 
opinion, more than counteiba'anced the 
objections which might, in ftié  pru- 
dence, be urged againift the attempt. 

The fervice, however, had been per- 
formed before the difpatch of our orders, 
and on the 14th of February the Prefident 
received: advice, in a note from Capt. 
Torriano, Commandant at Onore, of 
our army having forced the Gauts, and 
gained poffeffion of the city of Bednure. 
Advice of this important event was fhort- 
ly after communicated to you by the Pre- 
fident. 

Subfequent reports, and intelligence 
collected from private letters, made us very 





impatient to receive a relation of his fuc- 
cels from the General himielf, as we foon 
underftood that a treaty of a particular 
nature had been concluded with Hyat 
Saib, the Governor of Bednure under 
Hyder Ally, and that he was continued in 
the Government of that city with an au- 
thority little inferior to what he held be- 
fore we had become matters of the place. 

On the 26th of February Colonels 
Macleod and Humberitone, and Major 
Shaw, the principal Officers of his Ma- 
jr fty’s troops, arrived here from the army, 
which they left fome days after the fur- 
render of Bednure, but we had ftill. no 
letters from Brigadier-General Matthews. 
Thefe Gentlemen on their arrival, each 
gave in memorials, ftating their reafors 
for quitting the army. 

Mangulore furrendered by capitulation 
the gth of March, after a practicable 
breach had-been near'y effetted. Carwar 
and other forts in the Soundah Country, 
had been likewife reduced by a feparate 
detachment under Captain Carpenter ; and 
fome forts inland, a confiderable dittance 
to the eaftward of Bednure, by other de- 
tachments. 

In the letter from the General above- 
mentioned, dated the 4th of March, he 
taxes the whole army in terms the moft 
fevere and unqualified, but altogether ge- 
neral and indifcriminate, with offences 
of the higheft cruninality. He fays, that 
after the iurrender of Bednure, the flame 
of difcontent broke out amongft the Offi- 
cers, which rapidly {pread from thole in 
the immediate fervice of his Majelty to 
the Hon. Company's fervants, and that 
this flame being blown by a few zealots 
for plunder and booty, he was apt to 
think was one caufe of depriving him at 
that critical time of the fervice of L eus 
tenant-Colonels Macieod and Humber- 
ftone. He mentioned in very concile 
terms, fome points of difference betwixt 
himfelf and Colonel Macleod, refpeéting 
a claim of rank, and the mode of fup- 
plying his Majefty’s troops. That the 
Agents for the captors had been loud in 
their reprefentations of the fuppofed right 
of the army, and they and the Officeis 
had done every thing that was difrefpeét- 
ful and injurious to him; which circum. 
ftances, fo contrary to good order ard 
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ditcipline, could not fail to increafe the 
fpuit for plunder in the fuldiery, who, en- 
couraged by the praétice of Oificers, were 
become loofe and unfeeling as the molt 
licentious free-booters 

The Generai further faid, he fuppofed 
Colonel Macleod would deliver the pa- 
pers on tne fubjeét of thele difputes, and 
called upon us to take meafures to prevent 
fuch dangerous proceedings ; that the 
troops in Bednure were aimott in‘a ftate 
of mutiny ; the enemy collecting a force 
wil hin thirty miles ; the profpect of re-fet- 
tling the city every momenc more diftant, 
ow ing to the dejeftion of the Jemauidar 
Hyat Sab, who, from the illiberal and 
indecent expreflions of Officers, was fill- 
ed with apprehentions that made him ut- 
terly deipond, and rendered him incapable 
of any exertion. 

Such was the accufation ‘againit the 
army, and fuch the materials afforded by 
the General as grounds upon which Go- 
vernment were to take their meafures in fo 
delicate and critical an emergency. Col. 
Macleod had not delivered the papers, 
as fuppoted by the General ; he had only 
on his arrival, as mentioned in a former 
paragraph, giyen in a Memorial, afligning 
lis reatons for quitting the army, and 
ftating, with gandour and moderation, the 
circumftances of his own rank and tervices, 
and the compiainis of his‘ Majetty’s troops, 
which had 1endeved it impoflible for him 
to continue to ferve under the command 
of Brigatier-General Matthews. Thefe 
circumi{t neces, as well as our Refolutions 
in confequence, will be « mmunicated by 
a future conveyance, only deeming it ma- 
terial to mention at prefent, that being of 
opinion the fervices of an Officer of Co- 
lone! Miacleod’s ability and experience 
were abidlutely requifite at fo critical a 
period, we had made a requett to him, on 
the 7fh of Muich, to continue to ferve on- 
this coaft un il we could receive the deter 
mination of the Governor-General and 
Council, or, Gen Coote, regarding his 
cafe; giving him aflurances that we would 
endeavour ‘in the mean time to place him 
on a footing that might be fatisfactory, in 
any praéticable manner he could pbint 
out. 

Colonel Macleod fhewed a readinefs in 
complying with our requeft, thar entitled 
him to every mark of attention from the 
Company. He reca!!+d to ovr attention 
his dif ig with» General 
Matthews ; itill, however, offering to ferve 
wherever, and in whatever fhapc, we might 
command: But in order to avoid ali dite 
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putes relating to the King’s and Com- 
pany’s troops, agd to enable him to ferve 
with more efficacy, he fuggefted the ne- 
ceffity of our beftowing Company’s rank 
upon him. 

In confequence of the General’s refe- 
rence, we called upon Colonel Macleod, 
the 18th of March, for the papers alluded 
to, who, in return, demanded from our 
juftice an extract of the Genefal’s letter, 
in which thofe difputes on his conduét 
were mentioned, 

Colonel Macleod being furnifhed with 
the defired extraét, delivered the papers 
required, accompanied with a letter from 
himfelf, in vindication of his own cha- 
raéter, and of the other Officers involved 
in one general accufation. Thefe papers 
are of too great length to be fent by an 
overland difpatch ; but. they contain im- 
putations againft the General of a very fe- 
rious nature, and fuppotred by ftrong 
teftimony. 

Our want of information from General 
Matthews, laid us under a neceflity of ap- 
plying to Colonel Macleod, to furnifh us 
with a detail of the operations of the 
army, from their leaving Cundapore, to 
the furrender of Bednure, and any infor- 
mation he could afford ge! pecting the na- 
ture of the treaty with Hyat Saib, and the 
proceedings in confequence. 

Colonel Macleod, in confequence, fent 
in the journals kept by himfeif and Colo- 
nel Humberftune, and gave us all the in- 
formation in his power relative to the fur- 
render of Bednure, and the treaty with 
Hyat Satb. When the refpettive details 
of thefe Gentlemen and General Matthews 
of the fame event fhall come before you, 
you will doubtlefs make due comparifon. 

We are informed that the General, not- 
withftanding the capitulation, imimediate- 
ly on getting polleifion of Bednure, con- 
fined Hyat Saib a clofe prifoner, and that 
many bad confequences refulted from the 
alarm and impreffion given by this pro- 
ceeding: That very great treafures were 
found in the Durbar, amounting to four- 
teen lacs and upwards, befides much o- 
ther tresfure and jewels not expofed, which 
were at firft publicly fhewn to the Officers 
by the General, and declared to be the 
property of the army: That the breach 
between the General and H at Saib was 
foon after made up: and, in a few days, 
the army were attonifhed to hear that Hyat 
Saib- hed claimed al! his money, which 
evidently belonged to the government of 
the country, as his private property, and 
that the General had reflored it to him on 
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that plea. Colonel Macleod had been de- 
tached at this time; but this tranfaction 
reviving a difcontent and fufpicion, occa- 
fioned by a former affair at Onore, fome 
of the other principal Officers were carried 
to Hyat Saib by the General, who pre- 
vailed upon him to make a donation to the 
army of half a lac of pagodas. 

We took the General's conduét, and the 
ftate of the army, under confideration, on 
the 27th of March, and. now tranfimit a 
copy of our proceedings on this very diffi- 
cult and difagreeable occafion. 

Feeling the ftrongeft conviétion that the 
fervice could not profper in his hands, we 
thought it our indifpenfible duty not to 
continue him any longer in command of 
the army in the Bednure country ; and we 
accordingly came to the refolution to re- 
move him therefrom, and to fufpend him 
from the Hon. Company’s fervice until he 
can clear up the feveral charges againft 
him. : 

We appointed Lieutenant-Colonel Mac- 
leod, ofthis Majefty’s forces, the Officer 
firft in rank upon this coatt, and who had 
diftinguifhed himfelf by the defeat of Tip- 
poo Saib at Panany, to fucceed General 
Matthews in the command of the army in 
the Bednyre country ; and we alfo defred 
Lieutenant-Colonel Humberftone and Ma- 
jor Shaw to rejoin the army. . 

We had fome days before, on the 17th 
of March, received advice from Mr. D. 
Anderfon, in a letter dated the 20th of 
February, of the Mahratta Treaty having 
arrived from Poonah. 

The peace had been duly proclaimed at 
Bombay, and every neceflary ftep taken 
on our part for the performance of the 
Treaty, The Ranger had failed the sth 
of April, with Colonels Macleod and 
Humberftone, Major Shaw, and other 
Officers, to join the army, Lieut. Pruen, 
the Commander of the veflel, had been 
previoufly apprized of the peace, and fur- 
nifhed with the fame orders as had been 
circulated to all the Marine, not to com- 
mit hoftilities againft the Mabrattas ; when 
the 18th of Apvil, we were alarmed by an 
account given by a Lafcar, who had efcap- 
ed, that the Ranger had been attacked on 
the 8th, three days after leaving Bombay, 
by the Mahratta fleet, and, after a moit 
defperate refittance of near five hours, was 

obliged to fubmit to fuperier force, and 
with the whole convoy of boats had been 
carried into Gheriah. 

We were under great anxiety and un- 
certainty for a confiderable time, regarding 
the fate of Col. Macleod and the other 
Officers, which was not entirely removed 
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till the 23d of May, when the Prefident 
received aletter from him, dated at Gheriah, 
the sth of that month. In this letter the 
Colonel mentions he had made feveral un- 
fuccefsful attempts to convey advice of his 
misfortune, and then relates fome circum- 
{tances of the engagement, referring for a 
more particular account to Lieut. Pruen. 
The account Coloné] Macleod gives is, 
that on the morning of the 8th of April, 
they found themfeives near the Mahratta 
fleet belonging to Gheriah, which, without 
{peaking or ceremeny, attacked the Ranger 
with great fary. Lieut. Pruen fought his 
veflel with the greateft courage. Theirde- 
fence was de{perate, and ceafed- not till 
they were almoft all killed or wounded. 
Major Shaw was fhot dead: Colonel 
Humberftone was fhot through the lungs : 
Licutenant Stuart, of the rooth regiment, 


“was almoft cut to pieces in boarding: 


Lieutenant John Taylor, of the Bombay 
troops, was fhot through the body: 
Lieutenant Seton, of the Bombay artillery, 
and Lieutenant Pruen, Commander of the 
veffel, were wounded with {words on board- 
ing. In the beginning of the aétion Col. 
Macleod received two wounds in his left 
hand and fhoulder; and, a little before it 
was over, a mufket-ball pafled through 
his body, which pierced his lungs and 
fpleen. Lieutenant Pruen’s account like- 
wile proves, that the Mahrattas began the 
attack, and that he received a number of 
fhot before he returned a gun. Their 
force confifted of two large fhips, a ketch, 
and eight gallivats, with which the Ran- 
ger, carrying only twelve guns twelve 
pounders, fuitained a clofe engagement of 
four hours and a half; and for the laft 
hour the two thips and the ketch weve lafhed 
along fide of the Ranger, in which fituation 
the engagement was continued with muf- 
quetry only; and the brave defence of the 
Officers and crew prevented the enemy 
from entering the ‘Veflel, till, from the 
number of killed and wounded, and moit 
of the mufquets being rendered unfervice- 
able, the fire of the Ranger was fo much 
reduced, that the Commander was under 
a neceflity of ftriking ; and the inftant the 
cdlours were down, the enemy rufhed on 
board, and cruelly cut_and wounded fe- 
veral of the Officers and men, while 
others jumped over-board, to avoid im- 
mediate death. ©The fame night the Ran- 
ger was carried into Gheriah, where the 
Subedar and Officers difowned all know- 
ledge of the Peace, and refufed to releafe 
the veffel and Officers without orders from 
Poonah. 

We are concerned to add, that Col. 
Pp Humberftone 
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Humberftone died at Gheriah the 30th of 
fepril, of the wound he received in the 
aétion. Col. Macleod’s recovery was long 
thought impoflible, but he is now per- 
feétly reftoved to health. Lieutenants 
Stuart, Taylor, Seton, and Pruen, are 
alfo recovered, 

The Ranger, with Col. Macleod and the 
other furviving Officers, arrived here the 
29th of May, having been releafed from 
Gheriah the 27th, in too difabled and def- 
poiled a condition to make her way to 
the fouthward. 

Our lat letter from Mr. Anderfon is 
dated the 19th of May, upon the receipt 
of the inteiligence of the capture of the 
Ranger, which he immediataly commu- 
nicated to Mhadajee Scindia, and required 
him in ftrong terms to give fome expla- 
nation with regard to this outrage, and 
the meafures which he intended to purfue 
in vindication of his own honour, which 
was thus brought into quettion: Scindia 
declared, that none of his late letters from 
the Minifter gave him the leaft reafon to 
apprehend gny finifter intentions of the 
Mahratta Government, and he affured 
Mr. Anderfon, that he had written in 
ftrong terms to the Minifter to punith with 
death .the perfon who committed this aé& 
of hoftility, and to make full reftitution 
of the ftores and effects taken; that if 
they complied with thefe requifitions, he 
would undertake to reconcile the Englifh 
Government; but if they refufed, they 
muft take the confequences: That for his 
part, fince fo enormous an outrage had 
been committed after the conclolion of 
the Treaty, he muft confult and adopt the 
inclinations of the Englifh. 

So far from punifhing the Officer who 
committed the aét of hoftility, we are af- 
fured by Co]. Macleod; that he received 
from the Minifter public marks of appre- 
bation and honorary rewards for his con- 
duét. Col. Macleod was invited tothe 
ceremony held upon this occafion, and 
fome of the Officers were a&tually prefent 
when the Subedar exhibited in public 
Durbar, according to the cultom of the 
country, the hononrary ornaments which 
had been fent to him from Poonah. 

By this time matters to the fouthwdrd 
had taken a very unfavourable turn. The 
latter end of April we received advice 
from the Seleét Committee at Madras, in 
a letter dated the 12th of March, that 
Tippoo had fent the greateft part of his ar- 
my outof the Carnatic througli the Chan- 
gamah Pa{s, and that they concluded he 
himfelf would foon follow, in order to 


ufe his utmoft efforts to recover his valu- 

able poffeffions in the Bednure country. 
General Matthews fent repeated advice 
of the enemy’s approach in force, and re- 
quifitions for a reinforcement. Under the 
zoth of March he writes from Mangulore 
of a body of 50,000 men, with 25 pieces 
of cannon, being to the eaftward of Bed- 
nure, and that he fhould fet off ‘for that 
place next day, when, he faid, he may 
poflibly collect 1200 Sepoys, and 400 
Europeans, with five pieces of cannon, 
to meet the enemy in the field. His next 
Jetter is dated the 27th, at Cundapore, in 
which he repeats his intelligence, and 1e- 
quefts for a reinforcement, without which 
he obferves, it will be next to a miracle if 
he can preferve his footing. He then 
mentions, as a certainty, that a very large 
force was arrived within 35 miles of Bed- 
nure. His next letter, and the laft we 
have received from him, was dated the rf 
of April, at Bednure, and advifed, that 
Tippoo Saib, with 1000 French, 12,000 
horie, and as many infantry, with a few 
guns, was arrived within q5 miles, and 
purpofed puthing on without delay. We 
foon after received an account from Cap- 
tain Matthews, the General's brother, 
dated at Cundapore, of a fimart action 
having happened, in which the Com- 
pany’s troops gained confiderable advan- 
tage. This account was not diftin&t, and 

only collected trom the country peopie. 
Our next accounts informed us of the 
lofs cf ‘the two pofis the General had 
eftablithed at the Gauts, by which the 
communication, between Bednure and the 
fea-coaft was cut off. The principal pott, 
which had been reprefented as very ftrong, 
appears to have been lott after a very flight 
defence, by the mifconduét of the Officer 
in command. The fugitives who efcaped 
from the Gauts, communicated fuch dif- 
order and panic to the garrifon at Cunda- 
pore, that little elfe but an efcape was 
thought of, in attempting which, num- 
beis of men and horfes were drowned. 
Large mugazines of ftores and provifions, 
which were depofited at Cundapore, were 
immediately {et fie to in the confufion, 
and a large ficld of artillery difabled, or 
left to the enemy, who, it is to be ob- 
ferved, had not even made their appear- 
ance when this fhaneful flight and de- 
ftru€tion of a pofi faid to be tenable tock 
place. A part of the garrifon efcaped :o 
Onore, which is under the command cf 
Capt. Torriano, who, by his refolute and 
prudent condu&, prevented the pani¢ 
from infe&ting his gartifon, and mace aa 
effuit 
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effort to recover the poft at Cundapore, 
in which he did not fucceed. 

Thefe accousts were foon followed by 
others ftill more unfavourable, of the lofs 
of Bednure, and that part of the army 
which was above the Gauts, under the 
command of General Matthews in per- 
fon, The moft authentic information we 
have received of this diftalter is from Ma- 
jor Campbell, at Mangulore, and the 
particulars given by him are as follows : 
¢The 12th of May, the Intrepid had 
hardly failed, when a Sepoy arrived from 
Bednure, with the diftreffing accounts of 
the General, after fix days employed in 
fettling articles of Capitulation, having 
marched out of the fort the 3d inftant, 
with his whole garrifon, with all the ho- 
novrs of war, in expectation of being 
allowed in the fame manner to come here ; 
but, as naturally might be expe€ted from 
an eiemy by whom faith is fo feldom 
kept, the brave but unfortunate garrifon 
was no fooner got out of the gates, than 
they were furrounded by both horfe and 
foot, and forced to lay down their arms, 
and are now detained pyifoners. The 
melancholy account is again confirmed by 
another perfon, a Sepoy, who was alfo in 
Bzdnure Foit when it was given up: He 
corroborates every part refpecting it ; both 
Sepoys agree that there was a confiderable 
— of water and provilions in the 
ort.” 

Under the 19th of May, Major Camp- 
bell writes, ‘ I have nothing further to 
add to my laft difpatches, than a painful 
confirmation of the furrender of Bed- 
nure; the caufe unknown, but the con- 
fequence is, that Tippoo Saib ts now en- 
camped with his whole army in our front, 
his rear is juft arrived, fo that I expect an 
attack to-morrow morning. A Madras 
Soldier has come in to us, and fays the 
number of the French Tippoo has with 
with him does not exceed 300; the reft of 
his army not lefs than 100,000 fighting 
men.” 

The force General Matthews had with 
him at Bednure, and the pofts above the 
Gauts, confifled of detachments of the 
g8th and sozd regiments, and of the 
rooth regiment of his Majeity’s troops, 
the greater part of Bombay Infantry, ori- 
ginally 300 rank and file, the 2d Giena- 
dier battalion of Sepoys, and the 3d, sth, 
r1th, and sth battaliogg, excent fome 
detachments from them, and the Bombay 
Europeans, which were at Onore, and 
other forts. According to Coleone) Mac- 
lead’s computation, fer we have no re- 
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turns to guide us, our lofs in this un- 
happy affair amounts to about 600 Euro- 
peans and 1600 Sepoys. We before mens 
tioned the force the General fuppoied he 
fhould be able to colleét. 

It was fome relief to us in this misfor- 
tune, and gave us confidence and hopes 
of retrieving it, that juft at this time we 
received advice, by the way of Buflora, 
of the Preliminaries of a General P.ace 
having been figaed at Paris, the 20th of 
January. 

There is ftill a very refpeftable force 
remaining at Carwar, Onore, and Man- 
gulore. We are apprehenfive for the fafety 
of Onore, in cafe it fhould be vicorouily 
attacked, but truft the troops at Carwar 
and Mangulore will be preferved. At 
Carwar, and the pofts dependent, there is 
one battalion of Sepoys; and at Mangu- 
lore, the g2d regiment, and fome fmall 
detachnrents from other regiments, and 
Company's troops, amounting altogether 
to about 400 men, befides artillery, and 
upwards of four battalions of Sepoys, 
giving, on a return dated the 8th of May, 
near 3000 men. There is alfo a fv ficent 
ftock of provifions, and a number of 
able Officers in the place, which is under 
the command of Major Campbell; and 
we have ftrong hopes that the ftrength of 
the garrifon, and the approach of the 
monfoon, will baffle the attempts of the 
enemy. 

This force will prove a good founda- 
tion for a new army ; and we truft, not- 
withftanding our late lofs, we fhall be 
able, with proper affiftance of money, and 
a body of European Infantry, to renew 
and continue a powerful diverfion on this 
coaft (Malabar) againit the dominions of 
Tippoo Saib. The peace in Europe, and 
with the Mahrattas, will now enable this 
Prefidency, without danger, to furnith @ 
ftrong body of Sepoys, and a refpectable 
detachment of artillery, in addition to 
thofe now to the fauthward. 

Left you fhould not have received ad- 
vice of the early return of the French 
fleet to the other coaft, and an account 
of their proceedings, we think it right to 
infert a paper tran{mitted to us by the Se- 
le&t Committee at Madras, with their Jet- 
ter of the s2th of March, being intelli- 
gence given by Captain Light, whole vef- 
jel] had been made a prize of by M. 
Suffiein. 

* The French fleet, confifting of 11 fail 
of the line, and the La Fine and Bellona 
frigates, left Acheen the 20th of Dece:p- 
ber ; the Hannibal and Bellona were /ent 
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to cruize.off the Braces. The 6th of 
January the fleet arrived at Ganjam; the 
roth ditto the Coventry was taken ; the 
had fpoke with the Blandford that morn- 
ng, who informed Captain Wolfefley that 
in the night he had engaged a privateer. 
‘The Coventry feeing a thip at anchor at 
Ganjam Roads, fuppofed it to be the pri- 
wateer, and ran: clofe in before the difco- 
vered the reft of the fleet. On the r1th, 
the Blandford was taken by the Coventry. 
On the 18th the Blake was taken by the 
Coventry. On the zoth and arft, three 
fmall veffels,.in ballaft, were taken and 
funk.” 

We have not heard of any material 
captures made by the French fleet except 
the Coventry and Blandford. 

We have the pleafure to acquaint you 
that the fleet under Vice Admiral Hughes 
arrived at Madras the 13th of April. The 
Admiral faw nothing of the French fleet 
in the paflage, and it feems doubtful whe- 
ther they were to the northward, or the 
fouthward. The Briftoi and her convoy 
arrived the 17th of April, and foon after 
the Company's fhip Duke of Atho! had 
the misfortune to blow up, by which a 
number of lives were loft. The Fairford 
was deftroyed by fire in this harbour on 
the fifth inftant, as you will be advifed by 
the Board.—The grand army had march- 
ed to the fouthward, upon an expedition 
againft Cuddalore.—-The fleet was at 
Madras the 30th of April, and, we un- 
deiftand, was foon to proceed to the 
fouthward. to co operate with the army 
againft Cuddalore. 

We are much concerned to acquaint 
you, that we have private advice, that 
Lieutenant-General Sir Eyre Coote died 
at Madras the 26th of April, the day af- 
ter his arrival from Bengal, in the Refo- 
Jution country fhip. 


Copy of aLetter from Mr. Hutchifon to 
the Secret Committee of the Court of 
Direétors, &c. 


Gentlemen, 


The Hon. the Prefident of Bombay 
having directed the Commander of the 
Viper cutter, proceeding with difpatches 
for Buflora, to touch here for intelligence, 
I embrace the opportunity of acquainting 
you: with the moft recent occurrences in 
the Carnatic, which have come to my 
knowledge. 

General Stuart, with a powerful army, 
was before Cuddalore, when information 
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was received of a treaty of peace having [| 
been concluded at London, the gth of 7 
February, between the Belligerent Pow- | 
ers, in confequencé of which a ceflation 
of hoftilities immediately took place. It 
is imagined the garrifon muft have fhortly 
fubmitted, as we had fucceeded in the at- 
tack on their lines, and had carried their 
redoubts. In effecting this fervice, a very 
heavy lofs was fultained on the part of the 
Britith forces, computed at 616 Europeans, 
and 356 Sepoys, killed, wounded, and 
miffing. This happened on the 13th ult, 
On the 25th the enemy made a fally from 
the fort, and advanced clofe up to our 
Works, commencing and fupporting the 
affault with great fpirit and intrepidity ; 
but they were reputed, with the lofs of 
about 200° Europeans, and their Colonel 
D’ Aquitaine taken prifoner, 

On or about the 2oth ult. there was an 
engagement between the Britifh and French 
fleets near Pondicherry, but I do not learn 
any decifive blow was ftiuck by either 
fide. Monsieur Suffrein returned to Cud- 
dalore, and Sir Edward Hughes is fup- 
poled to have ftood towards Madras, as 
it was reported he was in want of water, 
and his people were very fickly. 

The fouthern army, aéting in the Car. 
natic, under the command of Colonel 
Lang, had made an irruption into the 
Coimbature county, iubduing Caroor and 
Dindegul, when the Colonel was recalled 
to join the grand army before Cuddalore, 
and Colonel Fullarton invefted with the 
command, who with great fpirit and ac- 
tivity had pufhed on to Darampore, which 
fell to bim the sift ult. He was then 
within fix days march only of Paliagacheri, 
towards which place his further progrefswas 
totally barred, by an order from General 
Stuart, to move back to Cuddalore. He 
is now on his return again to the Coim- 
bature country, ftrongly reinforced. 

A detachinent of 300 Europeans, to- 
gether with a fupply of powder and pro- 
vifions, are fent from Madras to Mangu- 
lore, in his Majefty’s fhips Briftol and 
Ifis. A further reinforcement is deftined 
for the fame part with an intention of 
enabling Colonel Campbell to take the 
field, in cafe it fhould be expedient. 

No accounts are yet received of the ex- 
pected fieet, which was to have left Eng- 
land in January laft. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


JOHN HUTCHISON. 


Anjengo, 15th July, 1783. 
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ORLANDO FURIOSO, Boox VIII. 


Continued from Page 201 of our Magazine for O&tober laff; with a 
beautiful Reprefentation of the Difcovery of ANGELICA and the 


HERMIT. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


RocERo’s Adventure with the Falconer.—MELissa reftores the metamorphofed 
Knights.-The Event of RinaLpo’s Embafly.—ANGELiIcA’s Adventure with 
the Hermit.—The Hiftory of the Sea-monfter.—ORLANDO’s Dream, in Confe- 
quence of which he leaves the Army of CHaRLEMAIN, and fallies forth, difguifed, 


in Search of his Miftrefs. 


HAT numbers of enchanters and 

enchantrefles, inhabit the earth, 
unknown to us! Changing their native 
form, by their wily arts, they kindle in 
either fex, a paffion for themfelves, which 
they are unworthy to infpire. Nor is it 
by the confinement of fpirits, or the ob- 
fervation of the fiars, that they perform 
fuch incantations: by fraud, diflimula- 
tion, and falfehood, they bind each heart 
in indiffoluble chains. 

He, who pofleffes, Angelica’s ring, or 
rather, whom the divine ray of Reafon* 
enlightens, may be able to difcern the 
odious impofture, through the thickeft 
veil of artifice and fiction. The object, 
that now invites with the heavenly attrac- 
tions of beauty and goodne(s, when itripped 
of its fhining varnifh, appears in all the loath- 
fome hues of deformity and vice. How for- 
tunate was Rogero then, in thus having a 
ring, that enabled him inftantly to difcover 
the real form and real charaéters of all ! 

Rogero, as I before obférved, conceal- 
ing his intentions, mounted Rabicano, 
and, armed at all points, approached the 
gate, and found the guards utterly un- 
prepared, Nor did he permit his {word 
to hang ufelefs by his fide ; but killing 
fome, and wounding others, he foon forced 
his way through the barriers ot the bridge. 
He had not proceeded far on his way to 
the foreft, before he met one of the fer- 
vants of Alcina, riding on a forry horfe, 
with a falcon on bis fitt, and by-his fide 
a dog, the faithful companion of his 
fport.¢ This man was wont to let loofe 


the voracious bird, in order to fcour the 
plain, or dive into the adjacent lake for 
prey. Sufpe&ting the intentions of the 
Chevalier, when he faw him riding with 
fuch fpeed, he inftantly threw himfelf in 
his way, and with a fierce countenance 
demanded whither he was proceeding in 
fuch halte. Rogero, difdaining to an- 
{wer this imperious queftion, the man was 
now more confident in-his opinion; and, 
being determined to flop his farther. pro- 
grels, extended. his left hand. towards 
him, exclaiming indignantly, ¢ What 
wilt thou fay if I prevent thy flight ? A- 
gainft this bird thou can({t have no de- 
fence.'—With thefe words, he let fly the 
falcon, whofe rapid’ wing .vied with the 
fiery feet of Rabicano. He then alighted, 
and freed his palfrey from the prem: 4 
rein. The ferocious animal, armed wit 

his formidable heels and teeth, darts along 
the plain, like an arrow thot from the 
bow of fome vigorous Scythian Chief, 
His matter follows clofe behind, with the 
fury of the wind, and the rapidity of 
lightning. Nor does the dog remain a- 
loof: but fpringing forward, he rivals 
the fleetnefs of the leopard, that purfues 
the timid hare. The generous youth 
now ftops ; bluthing to be thus purfued 
hy a man on foot: but perceiving him 
armed with no other weapon than the 
flender wand, by which he governed his 
dog, he difdains to draw his fword a- 
gainft fuch a contemptible foe. The fal- 
coner, however, overtakes, and furioufly 
affaults him; the dog bites him in the 


* The allegory here is plainly opened by the Poet. 








+ This paffage, confidered literally, has fomething odd in it; neither is the alle- 
gory of the fervant, horie, dog, and falcon, very obvious. An Italian commentator 
thus explains it: ¢ The four animals that attack Rogero, are the four paflions that 
govern the foul: the fervant, denotes fear ; the bird, defire ; the dog, grief; and the 
palfrey, joy. The thield fignifies that the paffions are to be conquered bw opvofing 
fo them their contraties," HOooLe. 
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left foot; the unbridled nag attacks him 
with his fpurning heels; the bird, hover- 
‘ing round, often wounds him with her 
talons ; and Rabicano, difmayed by this 
unwonted clamour, no longer obeys either 
the bridle or the ipur. Conflrained, at 
length, Rogero draws his trufty fword, 
and with the point or edge, now threatens 
the ferocious animals, and now their maf- 
ter. But fo far from leaving him, they dif- 
pote every path throogh which he can ad- 
vance. The Knight foon perceives that 
he fhall riique both his honour and his 
fafety, if he makes a longer ftay He 
is fenfible, that in a little time, Alcina 
and al! her attendants will be in view; 
and already he hears the blended noile of 
drums, trumpets, and bells, refounding 
in the valiies.. Nevertheleis, as he couid 
not prevail upon lumielf to ule his {word 
againit an usa:med valet and his dog, he 
thought it a more noble and becoining 
part, to take off the crimfon covering 
from Atlantes’ thie!d ; nor was the won- 
drous buckler, wien difciofed to view, 
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unhappy creatures from captivity, did net 
fail to feize an opportunity that was fo 
favourable to her wifhes. Every part of 
the palace did the fearch, burning the 
images, breaking the feals and talifmans, 
untying the knots, and effacing the cir- 
cles, and other myftic charaéters. Thence 
fhe proceeded through the adjacent coun- 
try, where exitted in various forms a 
thoufand vitims of Alcina’s love ; fome 
metamorphofed into craggy rocks, others 
into favage beats, verdant trees, ot ever- 
mermuring ftreams. Thefe the reftored 
to their proper form; and when they had 
once regained humanity, they all followed 
the brave Rogero into the territories of 
Logiftilia; whence, with grateful hearts, 
they foon after returned to their re(pective 
countries, to Greece, Scythia, Perfia, and 
the Indies. 

The firft whom Meliffa reftored to his 
priltine thape was Aftolpho, the Englith 
Duke. To the ties of kindied that united 
him to Bradamant, and to the courteous 
entreaties ot Rogero, he was indebted for 


a_i die cee pi i i i a 


Je{s efficacious than it had been a thoufand this diltt-Gion. The move eafily to ef- 

times before. The flaihing fplendour  feét this, Rogero had again committed the 
blazed on every eye; the man, the horfe, -marvellous ring to the cave of the benevo- f 

the dog, fall fenielefs to the ground; lent enchantrefs. But, in thus reftormg 

while the wings of the falcon can no the Duke to his former felf, Meliffa did 

longer fupport her flight. Rogero, re- not think the had conferred a favour upon 
joicing in his fuccefs, leaves them all a him, till the had recovered his armour, r 
prey to fleep, and, unmoletied, purfues and particularly that famed lance of gold, h 
his tapid courle. which ever rendered its owner’ irrefiftible 0 
In the mean time, Alcina is informed in the field.* This lance was firit in the t 
of Rogero’s efcape; that he had forced pofleffion of Argalia. After his death, ‘ 
the gate, and killed the greaielt part of it became the property of Aftolpho; and r 
her guards. Dzftraéted by this intelli- for both thefe valiant Chevaliers it had C 
gence, the was almolt expiiing with grief. acquired immortal fame. Meliffa found l 
She tore her clothes, beat her face, and this noble weapon in the palace, with the fz 
loudly accufed herfelf of negligence and other arms which Alcina had taken from tt 
folly. Inftantly the affembles and arms the Knight. She then mounts the griffin- c: 
all her people, whom fhe divides into two _horfe, and, feating Aftolpho behind her, b 
parties. The one fhe fends in purfuit of they proceed to the dominions of Logiftilla, 7 
Rogero, by the way he had taken, and which they reach an hour before the ar- n 
with the other fhe herfelf embarks on board _rivalof Rogero. ‘That indefatigable war- d 
the fhips in the harbour, and puts to fea rior, reltored to himfelf, exerted his ut- it 
without delay ; her numerous fails fpread- moft efforts to gain the territories of the T 
ing to the wind, and darkening the vaft wife enchantrefs. Nor rugged rocks, nor tr 
expanfe of waters. In the violence of deep entangled thickets, impede his way. y 
her folicitude to recover her lover, it never From fteep to fleep, often varying. his de- fc 
occurred to her thoughts that fhe had left vious courfe, he wanders over defart {cenes, " 
her place without defence. Melffa, who dreary, inhofpitable, and forlorn, At A 
ftill semained in the ifland, waiting with Jength, after incredible fatigues, he ar- th 
the benevolent views of releafing fo many _rives, in the ‘midit of the fe:vours of the al 
ar 
* Thus the unerring dart of Cephalus, cujus fuit aurea cufpis Ovidii Met. w 
L. VII. [See the ftory at length in our Magazine for July, 1782.) And Britomar- $) 
tis, in Spenfer, has a lance of the fame kind: Hi 
Which, never wight fo faft in fell could fit, fa 

But him perforce unto the ground & bore! 

noon- 
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‘net ndgn-tide ray, on a fandy and defolate fcenes, and haften to Scotland, in order 
3 fo fhore, that extends between a loftymoun- to find the valiant fon of Aimon. 

t of tain and the fea. With fuch raging heat The great fervice which Rinaldo had 
the was the fun reflected from this hill upon rendered to the Princefs of Scotland, na- 
ans, the air and fand, that even cryital would — turally fecured the friendthip of the King, 
cir- have melted into a liquid fream. The the gratitude of his daughter, and the 
ence birds, buried in the thickeft thades, pre- admiration of the whole country.¢ This 
yun- ferve a deepand unmolefted filence. ‘The led him to form the pleafing hopes, that 
is a cicada alone, amid the thick foliage ofthe he fhould be able to obtain that afliltance 
ome trees, deafens, with. tirefome founds, the for Charlemain, which was the great ob- 
hers hills, the vallies, the ocean and the fkies.* jeét of his embafly; nor did he iail to 
ver- Heat, thirtt, and fatigue, an hateful ef- fupport his mafter’s interefts by all the re- 
ored cort, prolong the warrior’s fteps along prefentations which a wife and politic ne- 
had the burning fand.—But, as it is impro- gociator could fuggelt. The King in- 
wed per for me to confine myéelf to a fingle ittantiy anfwered, that he poffefled nothing 
; of fubject, I mutt leave Rogero in thefe within bis realm, which Charlemain might 
arts 

“ed * Sol la Cicala, col nojofo metro, 




































and Fra i denfi rami del fronzuto ftelo, 
Le valli e i monti afforda, e *] mare e ‘I cielo. 


‘if Which Mr. Hoole thus tranflates : 
ited The Grafshopper alone, with tedious found, 
2OUS While in the leafy thades conceal’d he lies, 
| - Deafens the hills, the vales, the feas and fkies ! 

et- 
I the And in a Note he obferves, that in this hyperbole, Ariofto feems to allude to the | 
evo- following line of Virgil : 
aat Sole fub ardenti refonant arbufta cicadis. Ecl. Il. 1. 13. 
pon To raife fuch a mean and familiar objet as the Gra/shopper fo much above its : 
our, rank, as it muft appear in the tranflation, to an Englifh reader, is not merely an 
‘old, hyperbole, but a fpecies of the falfe fublime, which, in reality, does not exift in the t 
tible original. . La Cicala’ fhould not be tranflated Gra/shopper, as will appear from 
) the the following refpeftable authorities. ‘ Cicada, fays Morell, on the authority of Ray, 
ath, ‘non eft quod vulgé vocamus, @ Gra/shopper, fed infectum longé diverfum, corpore 
and rotundiore, & breviore, qui arbufculis infidet, & fonum quadruplo majorem edit. A 
had Grafshopper re€té Locufiam reddideris."—Dryden renders raucis Cicadis the creaking 
und _ Locufis, which is improper, the Locufi and Gra/shepper being each a Species of the ; 
| the * fame genus.—-Warton calls it the fhrill Cicada ; and, on this very paflage, introduces te 
rom the following note from Spence: § I do not know how every hody almvit in England 
fin- came to imagine, that the Cicada in the Roman Writers was the fame as the Gra/s- x 
her, hopper ; for their charaéters are different enough to have prevented any fuch miltake. ®, 
illa, The Cicada is what the Italians now call Cicala, and the French Cigale. They 

ar- make. one conftant uniform noife all day long in fummer time, which is extremely 
war- difagreeable and tirefome, efpecially in the great heats. Their note is fharp and fhrill 

ut- in the beginning of the fummer, but hoarie and harfh towards the latter part of it. ‘ 
the They are fuppoted to feed on the motning dew, and then fix on fome funny branch of a 
nor tree, and fing all day long. It is hence that this infeét is oppofed to the Aut in the old 
way. 7Efopian fables, which is as induttrious and inoffenfive, as the other is idle and troubie- 
de- fome. Virgil calls the Cicad@e querula and rauce, and Martial argu'e & inhumane. 
nes, Their note is the more troublefome, becaufe, in the great heats, they fing alone., 

At Any one who has paffed a fummer in Italy, or in the South of France, will not 

ar- think the epithet inhumane too fevere for them..—Mr. Spence’s account coincides in 
F the almoft every particular with the deicription of Ariofto. It fufficiently refeves it from 

any imputation of the falfe fublime; and the Italians will ftill continue to be charmed 

Viet. with the truly poetical, as well as juft and natural language of their venerable bard : 
nar * Sol la Cicala -- - le vallie i monti afforda,’ &c.—Sve alfo the articles Cicada and 


Harveft fly, in the new edition of the Cyclopcedia. 

t This was the happy deliverance of the Princefs Geneura from the falfe accu- 
fation of Pelineflo, See Book Y. in our Magazine tor February, 1783. 
not 
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not ‘difpofe of, for the fafety and glory of 
the empire; that, in a few days, all the 
cavalry in Scotland fhould be ready for its 
defence ; and that, were he not fo much 
advanced in years, he himfelf would com- 
bat at their head. He added, that even 
this confideration fhould not reclaim him, 
but that he had a valiant fon, endued 
with wifdom fuperior to this age, who was 
far more capable of undertaking the glo- 
rious enterprife. His fon, indeed, was 
not then in the kingdom ; but he would 
certainly arrive before the troops could 
be affembled. The King, afier giving 
thefe aflurances, loft no time in fending 
commiffions to all his officers, to raite 
many bodies of horfe and foot. . Veffels 


- were equipped ;_provifions, ammunition, 


and ftores were provided, with the fup- 
plies of money neceflary to defray the ex- 

nfes of tte expedition. Rinaldo being 
now obliged to fet out for England on 
the fame embafly, the courteous Monarch 
accompanied him to Berwick ; nor did he 
leave him without fhedding a few tears 
of friendthip and regret. 

Rimaldo, aided by a favourable wind, 
foon arrives, where the noble Thames 
mingles its waters with the briny ocean ; 
and foon the tide, and the fame propitious 
gales, waft him to the ftately walls of 
London. j 

Befides the credentials which Rinaldo 
had received from his matter, be brought 
defpatches from Otho, King of England, 
who being then befieged in Paris, with 
Charlemain, his ally, had addrefled them 
to the Prince of Wales,* as fole Regent 
of the kingdom. Thefe defpatches con- 
tained orders to levy all the forces of the 
ftate, and to tranfport them, by way of 
Calais, to the affiftance of the Emperor. 
The Prince, on the perufal of thefe let- 
ters, honoured Rinaldo with all the dif- 
tinétion with which he would have treated 
his own Sovereign. He ordered the troops 
to be raifed in Britain and the adjacent 
iflands, fixing withal an early day for the 
embarkation.—But now, my Lord,t it 
becomes me to change my fubjeét: like 
a ikilful mofician, who enlivens his per- 
formance with varying meafures, as well 
as melody of found ; now foothing the 


foul with {weet infinuating tones; now 
awakening, now {welling the blended har- 
mony of chords. Permit me then, fince 
the name of Rinaldo brings to my recol- 
Jeétion Angelica, who was efcaping from 
that warrior, to return to the beauteous 
dame, and to the venerable Hermit whofe 
guidance fhe implored. f 

I now refume the hiftory of the charm- 
ing maid, who with fuch terror and 
anxiety was esquiring her way to the 
neare(t port; for fuch was her dread of 
Rinaldo, that fhe had no idea of fafety 
but in croffing the feas, and leaving Eu- 
rope far behind. The Hermit, however, 
endeavoured to detain her by amufing 
converfe. A fudden flame was kindled 
in his aged veins. But fuccefslefs were 
his efforts. A hundred blows did he 
give his afs; the fluggith animal would 
not mend his pace. Finding it impoflible 
to overtake the dame; perceiving that fhe 
would foon be out of fight, the wily fa- 
ther repairs to a darkfome cave, and there 
fummons to his aid a troop of fiends. 
One he feleéts from this infernal band as 
the minifter of his defires, and commands 
him to enter into the courfer, that with 
the charmer was bearing far away his 
own enamoured heart. 

As the ftaunch hound, accuftomed to 
purfue the hare or fox, over the dewy 
mountains, often perceives his flying prey 
wheel around, and feems to {corn the 
track he takes, till all at once he meets 
him in the gap, and tears the palpitating 
beaft; fo will the hoary fire, who pur- 
fues a different way, overtake the damfel 
to whatever part fhe flies, His views I per- 
feétly comprehend ; but I will not men- 
tion them in this place. Angelica, who 
is far trom divining his intentions, con 
tinues to purfue her journey, fometimes 
relaxing, and fometimes refuming her 
wonted fpeed. The fubtle demon now 
enters into the palfrey, concealing him- 
felf awhile, like the {mouldering embers, 
that foon after burft out into one vatt 
unquenchable conflagration, 

Angelica proceeds along the fea that 
wathes the coalt of Gafcony, carefully 
keeping the humid path, which the re- 
tiring waves had left vifible on the fhore. 


* If the Regent was nota native Prince of Wales, acting as Regent, in the ab- 
fence of nis friend and ally, but enjoying that title as the fon of Otho, Ariofto, who 
fometimes mingles real hiltory with fi€tion, tcems not to have known, that the firft 
Englith Prince of Wales, was our unfortunate Edward IT. 

+ This is a freth addrefs to his patron, which frequently occurs in the courfe of 


the Work. 


HOOLE, 


} See Book IL, in our Magazine for November, 1783. 
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On a fudden the demon drives the paffive 
{teed with fuch fury into the fea, that he is 
foon furrounded by the deepening waters. 
The Princefs, trembling with terror, has 
no other refource than to keep firm upon 
the faddie. All her efforts to turn him 
back are vain: he rufhes with the greater 
fury into.the vaft expanfe. She gathers 
up her robe to preferve it dry, and bears 
her timorous feet aloft. The amorous 
Zephyr gently plays with her hair, that 
hangs in carelefs ringlets on her fhoulders. 
Serene are the rougher winds; like the 
fea, perhaps, hufhed to a profound calm 
in their admiration of fuch uncommon 
charms. In vain her bright eyes, ftream- 
ing with tears, does fhe ‘turn towards 
the fhore, which every moment leflens to 
the view. At length, jult as evening 
began to aflume a more fombre afpeét, 
the palfrey, after fwimming fome time to 
the right hand, bore his beauteous bur- 
then to a defert coaft, amidit frighiful 
socks and tremendous caverns. 

Angelica ftood aghaft, when fhe found 
heifelf alone in a dreary wild, the fight 
of which, would have chilled the boldeit 
with error, now that the abfent Sua 
had involved the earth and fkies in a 
deeper gloom. Whoever had feen her 
in this attitude would have been uncer- 
tain whether he beheld a real woman, or. 
a ttatue painted like one, by fome tkilful 
artit. Fixed motionleis and ftupid on 
the fluétuating fands, her loofe hair was 
waving in the wind, her hands clafped, 
her lips frozen, and her languid eyes raifed 
towards Heaven, as if acculing the Great 
Governor of the Univerfe, for exciting the 
Fates to her dettruétion. In this afti- 
tude, fo dreadfully expreffive,* the con- 
tinued fome time, till at length her tongue 
found a vent for words, and her eyes 
ftreamed again with tears. 

 Orelentlefs Fortune! what woes haft 
thou yet in ftore? Why, infatiate with 
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mifery, doft thou {till purfue me? What 
more can I give thee than this wretched 
life? But that thou requireft not; elfe 
why didft thou not fuffer me to perifh in 
the waves, where I might have found a 
peaceful grave ?—Becaule it delights thee 
to fee me long tormented before I die. 
But the forrows thou canft yet pour upon 
this devoted head, can never exceed the 
fufferings I have already endured. Thou 
haft driven me from my throne; nor haft 
thou left me the fainteft hope ever more 
to fee it. And O! far worfe! I have loft 
my honour, my unfullied fame. In vain 
am I really innocent and pure: while I 
lead this wandering life, I give too much 
room to the defaming tongue of flander. 
What has the wretched damfel left to 
boaft, who has loft her chaftity—her only 
good on earth? Alas! that Fame, which 
{peaks me young and beautiful, be it 
true or falfe, but adds to my defpair! 
Never can I thank Heaven for charms, 
that have proved the fource of all my 
woes. For this fatal beauty my bro 
ther Argalia died, whom even lis en- 
chanted armour could not avail. For this 
did Agrican, the Tartar King, flay my 
father Galafron, the great Khan of Ca- 
thay. O! Heavens! to what a forlorn 
condition has this reduced a wretched 
maid, who roving thus cannot find one 
moment of repofe! My parents, my do- 
minions, my honour—all, all is lof. Ot 
cruel Fortune! for what woes unknown 
wilt thou yet preferve me? If thou didft 
not think it a death fufficiently cruel, to 
drown me in the waves, fatiate, now 
fatiate thytelf ; fend fome wild beaft to 
devour me; but keep me, keep me no 
longer in torture. Pour out thy utmoft 
fury, and I will yet thank thee, if I but 
perith under it.’ 

Such were the piteous complaints of 
Angelica, when fuddenly the perceived 
the Hermit by her fide. Fyom the fum- 


* Fermofli in atto che avria fatto incerto 
Chiusque avefle vifto fua figura, 
S’ella era donna fenfitiva e vera, 

O faffo colorito in tal maniera, 
Stupida e fiffa nell’ incerta fabbia, &c. 


The fame thought, with a flight variation, occurs in Thomfon’s celebrated Epifode 


of Ecladon,and Amelia ; 


But who can paint the lover, as he ftood, 
Pierc’d by fevere amazement, hating life, 
Speechlefs, and fix’d in all the death cf woe! 
So, faint refemblance! on the marble tomb, 
The well-diflembled mourner ftooping ftands, 
For eyer filent, and for ever fad, 


Summer 1217——1222. 
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mit of a‘high rock, to which a demon 
had conveyed him fix days before, by paths 
‘yet unexplored, he beheld the beauteous 
Queen of Cathay, leaving the briny waves, 
and approach the fteepy precipice, in 
all the agonies of griet. And now he 
defcends towards the defpairing beauty, 
with a fanctity of air, that befpoke all the 
devout fervours of Paul and Hilario,* the 
famted Eremites of old. When Angelica 
perceives this holy form, whofe features 
fhe does not recolleé&t, her d:ooping {pirits 
yevive at the welcome fight, and by de- 
grees her terrors vanith, although the pale- 
nefs of death is ftill vilible in her face. 
* Have pity, father,’ theexclaims, ‘ have 
pity on a wretched, helplefs maid !'—Then, 
with a voice, -broken by fobbings, fhe re- 
lates the mournful tale, not in the leatt 
fufpeéting, that already he knew it but 
too well. The hypocritical Hermit be- 
gins to footh the weeping fair, with fine 
fentiments of reafon and piety; while, 


with profane inconfiftency, his audacious 
hands wander over her moiftened cheeks 
and alabafter neck. Now bolder grown, 
he attempts to clafp Ker in his arms. 
Kindling modefty inftantly fpreads a rofy 
blufh on the indignant virgin’s cheeks, 
who with forceful hand repulfes the hoary 
wretch. Enraged at this refiltance, he 
takes from the {crip hanging by his fide, 
a little vial filled with magic juice, and 
over thofe puiffant eyes, in which thines 
the brightett torch of Love, he lightly 
fprinkles a drop, whofe fovereign virtue 
foon compofes the maid to fleep. Now 
on the fand lays ftretched the lovely prize, 
all her beauties expofed to the guilty fire, 
who now clafps her defencelefs in his arms. 
At pleafure he kifles now her fnowy bo- 
fom, and now her rofy lips. Certain that 
in this lonely place he is unfeen by mor- 
tal eye, his prefumption knows no bounds. 
But iJ] agrees cold Age with young De- 
fire: all inviolate fleeps the beauteous 





maid. 


* Of thefe men, who inftituted the Eremetical and Monattic Life, fome account may 
be agreeable to our readers.— St. Paul, the firft Hermit, was born of rich parents, in 
the country of Thebais in Egypt. Having loft his father and mother at the age of 
fifteen, he found himfelf mafter of a confiderable fortune. This he employed, not only 
in the acquifition of the fciences, but in works of benevolence and mercy. The flame 
of perfecution being kindled againft the Chriftians, under the Emperor Decius, in the 
year 250, he retired for fecurity to a country houfe. His brother-in-law, impatient 
for his fortune, intending to inform againft him, Paul withdrew into~the deepett re- 
cefles of the defert of Thebais. Here he found a retreat in a cavern, that had for- 
merly been inhabited by fome coiners of falfe money. ‘This folitude, to which necef- 
fity firft condemned him, foon became delightful. In this cavern he pafled the re- 
mainder of his life, remote from all fociety, and fubfitting only upon the fruit of a 
date-tree, whofe leaves ferved him for a covering. ‘ God, gravely fays the good 
Catholic, from whom we extraé& this account, ¢ difcovered him to St. Anthony tome 
time before his death. This holy Anchorite fet out to find him, and arrived at the 
cavern of Paul, with whom he had the happinefs to converfe. The bleffed folitary in- 
formed him, that his diffolution was at hand, and entreated him to give him the man- 
tle of St. Athanafius. Anthony went back to fetch it, but on his return he only found 
the dead corple of the venerable reclufe, who had expired in the year 341, being the 
114th of his age. ‘ It is faid, adds this Writer, with a confidence fomewhat lefs, 
though with equal folemnity, ‘ that after having fubfifted upon dates till he was fifty- 
three years old, a raven came every day to bring him miraculous bread, and that after 
his death two lions made the grave, in which St. Anthony interred him ; but the truth 
of thefe facts has been much queftioned by many Writers.’ 

St. Hilario, who was the founder of the Monattic Life in Paleftine, was born, about 
the year 291, of Pagan parents, at Tabatha near Gaza. He quitted the errors of his 
anceftors, and embraced Chriftianity. The fame of St. Ainzhony reached him ;_ he 
went into Egypt, in order to vifit him ; and, after having lived fome time with that 
illuftrious Monk, he became a perfeé&t imitator of the Alcetic Life. He returned to 
Palettine, and there founded a great number of Monafteries. The celebrity of his 
virtues, attracting a crowd of admirers, he retired into the Ifland of Cyprus, where he 
ended his days by a holy death, in the year '371. 

_ St. Anthony being one of the firft founders of the Cenobitical Life, and mentioned 
in the two pieceding articles, although not alluded to by Ariofto, we cannot pals him 
over. He was born at the village of Coma, in Egypt, in the year 251. Having 
heard the words, which Chrift addreiled to the Lawyer, Mark x,21, ¢ One thing _ 
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maid. Fatigued at length, the difappointed fortune for the perfecuted beauty.— But 


wretth finks by her tide into a profound 
fleep. 

Povtuin, who feldom ceafes to harafs 
the wretch with whom fhe once delights 
to fport, had now prepared a new mif- 


I mutt fixlt wander a little from my fub- 
ject, in order to relate the occafion of this 
deplorable adventure. 


[ Tobeconcluded in our next Supplement. J 


lackeft: go thy way, fell whatever thou haft, and give to the poor ; and thou fhalt 
have treafure in Heaven; take up the crofs, and come, and follow me ;” he refolved to 
retire from the world. He fold all his goods, gave the produce of them to the 

, and withdrew into the depths of folitude. This Patriarch of the Monks, who 
founded many Monatteries in the defert, died in the year 356, aged 105.—He myft 
not be confounded with St. Anthony of Padua, who flourifhed in the thirteenth century, 


Account of the new Comic Opera, called THE METAMORPHOSIS, per- 
formed, for the firft Time, at Drury-Lane Theatre, Friday, Dec. 6. 





The CHARACTERS are as follow: 


Sir Charles Freeman, Mr. Suet; Mr. 
Marlow, Mr. Packer; Freeman, Mr. 
Barrymore; Neville, Mr. Williams ; 
Toupée, Mr. Dodd; Simon, Mr. Chap- 
man; Mrs. Neville, Mrs. Hopkins ; 
Charlotte, Mifs George; Julia, Mifs 
Philips; Mary, Mrs. Wrighten. 


by Fable of this Opera is a kind 
of riddle—Two young Ladies, 
who live in the fame houfe, make a mu- 
tual confidence of their amours, which 
giving room to an equivoque, one of them 
runs away with a clown, but foon re- 
turns, and is happily joined in wedlock 
toa Gentleman who is the object of her 


withes ; the other enjoys the fame happi- 
nefs, by giving her hand to a young fel- 
low, who appears in three different thapes, 
once aga Jew painter, another time as a 
fortune-teller, and at laft in the charafer 
of a difabled foldier, with a wooden leg, 
for the purpofe of concealing his intrigue 
from Mrs. Neville, the mother of the young 
Lady to whom he pays his addrefles ; and 
on the ground of the above-mentioned maf- 
querade-dreffes, the piece is called the Meta- 
morphofis ; which 1s faid to be written by 
Mr. Jackfon, the compofer of the mufic. 
Several airs were univerally encored, and 
two jn particular, fung by Mifs George, 
were recewed with unbounded applaufe. 


Ts the New Comedy called Mort Ways THAN One, per- 


forme 
December 13. 
HIS Comedy is the produétion of 
Mrs. Cowley, whofe fertile pen has 
already given the Public a wonde:ful 
variety of pieces. The title affimilates 
with each plot, for each is founded on 
the circumftance of a lover’s putting in 
praétice a very peculiar and feemingly 
dangerous method, to win the Lady of his 
affections. But in the hands of genius all 
plots are alike, and all ways eafy. In 
this Comedy of Mis. Cowley’s, asin all 
her others, there is no under-plot ; the two 
plots ave of equal importance, each carrying 
on and refleétung light on the other. The 
charaSters were thus reprefented : 


Bellair, Mr. Lewis; Carlton, Mr. 
Wroughton ; Evergreen, Mr. Wilfon; 
Dr. Feelove, Mr. Quick; Sir Marvel 
Mufhroom, Mr. Edwin; French Valet, 
Mr. Wewitzer; David, Mr. Fearon ; 
Mifs Archer, Mifs Young; Arabella 
Belville, Mrs, Kemble; Mifs Juvenal, 
Mrs. Wilfon, 





for the firft Time, at Covent-Garden Theatre, on Saturday, 


The FaBLe is as follows: 


Evergreen, an elderly country Squire, 
refident in Shropfhire, vifits London, in 
company with his ward, Mifs Archer, a 
Lady of great variety and gaiety, but ra- 
ther bordermg on the coquet. ‘The obje&t 
of this jaunt 1s to marry Arabeffa Belville, 
a young Lady of fixteen, with a fortane of 
30,0001. who js niece to Dr. Feelove. 
The Doétor is defirous of the union, on 
account of Evergreen having confented 
to take her with a moiety only of her for- 
tune, and leave him to the pofleffion of 
the refidue. As a ftimulative to the young 
Lady’s favour, Evergreen affumes the 
title of Lord Penmeenmawr. On the other 
hand, the young Lady is beloved by 
Bellair; fhe is, however, a ftranger to 
his partiality, and though fhe has an af- 
feStion for him, fhe hardly feems ac- 
quainted with her own feelings, or to 
know the fource from whebce they fpring. 
Bellair obtains admiffion to her by vifiting 
Qq2 her 

















































her uncle in the affumed charafter of a 
fick perfon, and by giving him frequent 
fees, he is always received with welcome. 
The confident of Bellair in this contri- 
vance is Carlton, who is attached to Mifs 
Archer, whom he had accidentally feen at 
the Pantheon the previous fpring ; but he 
has never been able to gain an interview 
with her. She has alfo another admirer in 
the perfon of Sir Marvel Mufhroom, who 
in refentment for the indifferent treatment 
he has received, writes a lampoon againft 
her: Carlton agrees to pafs for the writer 
of it, in order to get introduced to her : 
which Sir. Marvel promifes to effect, that 
he may obferve how his fatire operates. 
The meeting accordingly takes place, but 
no explanation is made to favour Carlton's 
addreffes. Sir Marvel affects a knowledge 
of the claffics and mythology, and in both 
is continually making errors. Juvenal, 
who is a female fatyrift, is made ule of 
to acquaint Mifs Archer of the jeu d’ e/prit 
which had appeared againft her, but her 
information had been anticipated by feve- 
ral other friends. -In the mean while 
Bellair having contrived to fend Dr. Fee- 
love to Hampftead to vifit a pretended 
atient, vifits in his abfence Arabella, and 
informs her of the love he bears her. 
She agrees to elope with him, but in or- 
der to prepare a reception for her, he vifits 
Evergreen, and telling him how he is cir- 
cumftanced, is promifed the ufe of his 
houfe, for the young Lady’s accommoda- 
tion. —Arabella is accordingly brought, 
and Jeft under Evergreen’s roof, who, 
on the departure of Bellair, appears and 
reproaches her with her mifconduct ; tells 
her that Bellair had brought her there, in 
concert with himfelf, and by giving’ an 
unfavourable colour to what Bellair had 
told him in confidence, almoit perfuades 
her fhe had been betrayed. Evergreen 
having got her thus in his poffeflion, is 
determined to carry her off into the coun- 
try, and leaves her with a view of pro- 
viding for the journey. Milfs Archer here 
enters, and underftanding the :mtentions 
of Evergreen, and how averfe Arabella is 
to be united with him, conveys her inad- 
vertently to the lodging- houfe, where Carl- 
ton refides. Upon his entering, Mifs 
Archer conceiving he had followed her, 
2 
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reproves him for his rudenefs ;_ nor is this 
matter explained till a fecond meeting of 
the very fame. nature takes place. It is 
proper to remark, that during the abfence 
of Bellair from Arabella, he had feen 
his uncle Dr. Feelove, who miftakes him 
for the brother of his late patient, but as 
his niece is gone off, and he has feveral 
motives for being offended with Evergreen, 
he promifes his confent to give. her in 
marriage with a fortune of 20,0001. to 
whoever can affift him to find her ; Bellair 
embraces his offer, and returns to Ever- 
green’s houfe, with a view of meeting 
Arabella. He is in a ftate of defpair on 
finding her gone, but is foon relieved by 
Sir Marvel Mufhroom, from whom he 
learns the place to which fhe had_ been 
conveyed. He finds her as inftruéted, in 
company with Mifs Archer and Carlton, 
who by this time have agreed on being 
united. Evergreen being rejeéted by Ara- 
bella, informs Doétor Feelove, that the 
fick patient, who had fo often vifited him, 
was no other than Bellair in difguile. 
The Doétor, though much incenféd, for- 
gives the device, and adheres to his pro- 
mife, of giving his niece to Bellair. The 
material charaéters of the play are dif- 
pofed of as above related ; and Sir Mar- 
vel Mufhroom, and Juvenal make their 
exits out of the dramatic world, juft as 
they come-into it. 

Such is the fable of a comedy, which 
from a chain of good incidents, fome ex- 
cellent fituations, and {prightly dialogue, 
promifes to become popular, 

The performers acquitted themfelves fo 
generally well, that a pre-eminence to any 
on one would be an injuttice to the 
reft. 

The comedy has been got up with great 
attention. The charaéters are extremely 
well dreffed. 

The Prologue was fpoken by Mr. Bon- 
nor, ina lively and {pirited manner. He 
appeared in the character of Mercury. 
The Epilogue fell to Mifs Younge, and 
contained one or two points, but is very 
defeétive in its numbers. 

The Comedy was received throughout 
with every poffible teftimony of appro- 
bation. 
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The Hiflory of the Proceedings of the Fourth Seffions of the Fifteenth 
Parliament of Great-Britain ; continued from Page 275 of our laft. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 
Thurfday, November 27. 
East-InDIA REFORM BILL. 


Mr. SECRETARY Fox having moved 
for the fecond reading of the Bill, it was 
read accordingly ; as were alfo the Peti- 
tions from the Courts of Proprietors and 
Direétors of the Eatt-India Company, and 
from the City of London, againft the 


Bill. In compliance with the prayer of - 


the two former, Counfel were called in, 
and heard againft it, viz." Mr. Rous and 
Mr. Dallas oe the Proprietors, and Mr. 
Hardinge and Mr. Plomer for the Direc- 
tors. 

Mr. Rous reafoned againft the Bill upon 
general principles. It was unjult, difho- 
neft, impolitic, and arbitrary. It not only 
invaded public property, but violated pub- 
lic faith and fecurity. ‘The management 
of a property was to be torn from its real 
proprietors. The affairs of the Company 
were to be wrefted from their own Durec- 
tors, and committed into the management 
of a dark and lurking cabal, under fuch 
an influence as fhould prove only inter- 
efting to thofe who affumed this privilege 
of appointment. This was direct defpo- 
tifm. And what could be more deftructive 
to commercial principles, thah the controul 
of defpotic authority ? 

As a plea for this moft yiolent and de- 
ftructive meafure, it had been reprefented 
that the Company was in a {tate of abfo- 
lute bankruptcy, which would not enly 
involve their own ruin, but would affeét 
the conftitutional exiftence of the whole 
He admitted, that a cafe might 
exift in which the legiflature ought to in- 
terpofe for the preléivation of the ftate, 
and to facrifice a part for the fecurity of 
the whole. But fuch was far from the 
prefent ftate of the property and govern- 
ment of India. If the Company were 
bankrupts, or were in danger of bank- 
ruptcy, fo as to threaten the ruin of the 
kingdom with their own fall, he fhould 
be filent while he deplored the hard necef- 
fity'which might be adopted, to precipi- 
tate their downfall, in order to fave the 
kingdom. But while he admitted the 


poflibility of fuch acafv, he would prove, 
by undeniable evidence, that the affairs of 
the Company were in no other fituation 
than that which the common courfe of 


events might and would re-inftate in their 
former flourifhing condition. The war 
had undoubtedly occafioned great expenfes 
to the Company. Bat fince peace was 
eftablithed with the Mahrattas, fuch fave- 
ings would be made as mutt be fufficient 
to pay offevery arrear. Our fuccefles in 
the Eaft had redeemed our loffés in the 
Weft, fo as aétually to furnith the price 
of peace; and the affairs of the Company 
afforded the moft promifing profpect of 
peace, fecurity, and profperity. He then 
defcribed the dangers which muft inevi- 
tably arife from the eftablifhing of fuch a 
precedent. We might then prepare for 
repetition upon repetition of fuch infrac- 
tions of public faith and private property, 
until no more of either would be left for 
minifterial depredation. Parliaments might 
be continued by way of form ; but cabal, 
fa&tion, and influence would fet the laws 
at defiance, and trample upon all juftice 
and property. For what, he afked, is 
better fecurity to any man than that by 
which the property of the Company has 
been hitherto fecured ? Has there ever been 
a greater fecurity found for every {pecies 
of right and property, than the fécurity 
of Aéts of Parliament? Such had been 
that of the Eaft-India Company. — He 
then called two witnefles, to prove the 
accounts they had then delivered ; ‘and 
which were to demonftrate the truth of 
his favourable reprefentation of the Com- 
pany’s affairs. 

Mr. DaL.as denied that there was any 
neceflity whatever for parliamentary inter- 
ference, in fuch an arbitrary manner ; and 
he endeavoured to prove, that the Com- 
pany had a furplus of four’ millions after 
their debts were paid. 

Mr. HarDINGE faid, that it.was not 
from the defe& of the law, or the fault of 
the Direétors, that the abufes complained 
of in India had originated ; and that dif- 
tance and corruption, under any fyftem, 
might often fet laws at defiance. The 
Parliament had affumed to itlelf the pri- 
vilege of nominatmg the Company's fer- 
vants; thofe fervants had not done their 
duty; and now it was propofed to vifit 
the iniquity of the fervants on the matters. 
Would it not be better to enquire into 
the caufe of abufes, and to remove that 
caufe, than te go fo roundly to, work ? 
Wherever any grievance takes place, ig 
there no remedy but to appoint feven 
Commif- 
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Commiffioners to controul the fubjeé& of 


that grievance? The affairs ef this nation ~ 


are not in very good order; we have loft 
America, and other poffeffions; yet we 
do not hear of any number of Commif- 
fioners for the government of national af- 
fairs. There are doubts and furmifes, 
and a general gloom hanging over the 
public junds. Why not appoint feven 
Commiffioners to controu! the Bank, and 
to manage every thing elfe relating to 
public credit? Mr. Hardinge, puriuing 
this vein, enumeiated various other par- 
ticulars, in which the appointment, by 
Parliament, of feven Commiffioners, and 
nine Clerks, (alluding to the nine Affi. 
tant- Diref&tors) would be as proper as the 
appointment of Commiffioners for the 
government of India. “The Bill wore a 
very tyrannical and military afpeét. The 
claufe empowering the Commiffioners to 
enter into the Company’s warehoufes, to 
feize their money, papers, bocks, and 
property of every kind, put him in mind 
of an army entering into, and pillaging 
a reduced town. Having pointed out the 
addition which the Bill would make to 
the influence of the Crown, and the ex- 
ample it would fet of difregard to the legal 
claims of the people, he then conjured the 
Houle not to give a wound to its own 
honour, and to the liberty of the nation, 
by infringing the laws, feizing private pro- 
perty, and violating public faith. 

Mr. PLoMER obferved, that befides the 
territorial revenues, whch amounted to five 


millions fterling annually, which the Com- * 


pany had procured by conquelt, they were 
in poffeffion of tenements and land, both 
here and in India, but efpecial!y in India, 
of very great value, as well fecured to 
them as the poffefficns of any individwal in 
England ; they held them indeed by the 
fame tenure, the good faith of Parliament. 
The will of Parliament being fupreme, if 
that will fhould ceafe to be governed by 
a regard to equity, juftice, and its own 
decitons what property, or what peifon 
would be fafe? It was now two hundred 
years fince the firft inftitution of the Eng- 
lith Eaft-India Company. . Their rights 
were confirmed by long poffeffion, and 
by repeated A&ts of Parliament. ‘Their 
territorial revenues fhould not be confi 

dered as belonging to Government, any 
more than their commercial concerns, for 
thefe revenues were neceflary to protect 
commerce, which was the great object, 
and the paramount confideration in our 
conneétion with India. ‘The fpirit of the 
Bill was inimical to commerce, which dif- 
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liked all dark cabals, and loved to explore 
its own affairs, and to chufe the terms on 
which it fhould run any rifk, -and the per- 
fons. in -whom it fhould confide. he 
Proprietors of Eaft-India Stock were much 
interefted in the good character of the per- 
fons whom they fhould fend to India; 
and, in general, in all matters that came 
under their cognizance. It was not fo 
with the Commiffioners. No particular 
intereft bound them to the profperity of 
the Company. Interefts of various kinds 
might yo lead them to aét in contra- 
dition to them; their fituations would 
naturally infpire them with difpofitions to 
intrigue, and {to grafp at political power. 
It was ftated in the Ninth Report, that 
the a& which pafled in 1773, narrowin 
the Court of Proprietors from voters of 
five hundred pounds property, to thofe of 
a thoufand, had, by diminifhing the num- 
ber to be influenced, greatly contributed 
to encreafé the pawer of the Crown to in- 
fluence them. From that day a wider 
door of corruption and faétion in the 
management oct the Company’s affairs ; 
but with how much greater force does 
this argument apply to the finall number 
of Seven Commifligners ? Thofe men will 
naturally ftudy, in the firft place, to pro- 
vide at all hazards for their own relations 
and dependents, as thefe, in their turn, 
will be, above all things, ttudious to pleafe 
their mafters at home.—Thus, Mr. Plo- 
mer concluded, the tide of corruption 
would flow with a more violent current 
from India to Britain, than ever; and 
whether the Houfe had regard to its 
own purity, to the rights of the Com- 
pany, or the general privileges of the 
nation, they would not fuffer the Bill 
to pafs. 

The Counfel having been ordered to 
withdraw, fome altercation arofe between 
Mr. Secretary Fox and Sir James Lowther 
on a pomt of order, in the courfe of 
which, the Honourable Baronet obferved, 
that it was by no means his intention to 
prevent the nght hon. Secretary from en- 
tering on his defence, as it was extremely 
neceffary that he fhould clear himfelf of 
the public odium which fuch a meafure 
would entail on the projeétor of a Bill, 
every way calculated to intveduce defpo- 
tiim and corruption into the ftate, and to 
fubvert the glorious liberties of a free 
people —The point of order being {et- 
tled, Mr. Secretary Fox role again, and, 
alluding to what had dropped from the 
hon. Baronet, he faid, that it undoubt- 
edly behoved him to enter on his defence ; 
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becaufe every new meafure of Admini- 
ftation ought to be thoroughly fcrutinifed 
by Parliament; and if every innovation 
of a Minitter were called in queftion, 
and thoroughly fcrutinifed by Parliament, 
there was a neceffity for that Miniter to 
be upon his guard, and always ready to 
defend himfelf. For his part, he relied on 
the candour and juftice of Parliament, and 
he trufted. that no meafure of his wotld 
ever be fo obnoxious, as to make him 
lofe the confidence sepofed in him by the 
People of England. He obferved, that 
while a learned gentleman, (Mr. Dundas) 
and feveral more hon. gentlemen on the 
other fide of the Houfe, could be — 
to for the propriety and neceflity of a re- 
form in the government of India, he could 
hardly imagine that his conduét could be 
cenfured by the Members of Oppofition ; 
far lefs, that he fhould be called upon m 
a peremptory tone, to enter on lus de- 
fence ; as if he were a criminal or a par- 
ricide, that had been guilty of the moft 
unparalleled villany. He then entered into 
a variety of minute obfervations, in order 
todemonftrate the ftatement of the Com- 
pany’s accounts delivered in at the bar to 
be erroneous in many important particu- 
lars. Among other articles in the Com- 
pany’s account, was a debt of 789,8281. 
itated to be due from the Nabob Afoph of 
Dowla. This debt, he faid, was like 
many others owing to the Company in 
India, which had been the foundation of 
unnatural wars, and the means of com- 
mitting the moft wanton cruelties on the 
poor defencelefs inhabitants; he therefore 
confidered it asa debt, which we could by 
no means exaét, without totally divefting 
ourfelves of every principle of juttice and 
humanity. If we meant to enforce the 
payment of it, we muft plunder and 
murder the innocent natives; but fooner 
than commit fich barbarity, he would 
confent to the payment of the money out 
of the finking fund, although that could 
ill {pare fuch a {um at this critical mo- 
ment. It muft fhock every one to think 
how the natives are maltreated by the Eu- 
ropeans, who dettroy villages and towns, 
and enilave the inhabitants. To corro- 
borate this affertion, he read a !etter from 
a SwifS Officer, Colonel Bonjour, who 
was difpatched into the Marawaw coun- 
try, to execute a commiffion of this kind, 
and to raife money by means cf rapine 
and oppreflion ; but this gentleman had 
virtue enough to reject the performance of 
fo diabolical a meaiure, and wrete to that 
etle& to his employers, giving a pathetic 
deicription of the mifery of the inhabitants. 
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He afterwards read a Jetter from the Na- 
bob Afoph of Dowla, complaining of his 
great oppreffions. This unfortunate Prince 
was fo embarraffed, that he was obliged to 
borrow money at 2 per cent. per month, 
which was almoft equal to 30 per cent. 
per annum, in order to fatisfy the inordi- 
nate defires of the fervants of the Eait In- 
dia Company. Confidering thefe extraor- 
dinary circumftances, which mult roufe 
the indignation of every man of the leatt 
humanity, he would advife it as wife and 
expedient, that the debts from all Nabolis 
and Rajahs fhould be tiruck off, as the ex- 
aétion of them threw an indelible itain'on 
humanity, and tarnifhed the’ glory of 
Britons. 

Having finifhed his obfervations on the 
ftatement of the Company's accounts, and 
drawn his conclufions from the premifes, 
he emphatically afked, * What do the latt 
advices from the Eaft Indies contain? 
Read the Gazette, and it will there be 
found that our interefts in that quarter of 
the world are very weak and iniufficient, 
and that our troops are wrangling about 
the divifion of plunder, the natural con- 
fequences of bad difcipline and a rapacity 
of difpofition.’ He then read a letter from 
Mr. Anderfon, ftating that the Pefhwa and 
Madajee Scindia propofed that they fhould 
enter into an alliance with the Company to 
ftrip Tippoo Saib of his pofleflions, and 
make a divifion of them between the 
three. Humanity muft revolt at fuch a 
thought, efpecially when we are given to 
underitand, that this unjuft icheme ap- 
peared acceptable to Mr. Haitings, and 
feveral other fervants of the Company ; 
therefore who can affirm, that war, with 
all its difagreeable and horrid concomi- 
tants, is not at prefent raging with double 
fury in the Eait? Were gentlemen ae- 
quainted with the difputes in our Prefiden- 
cies as well as in our army? Who could 
fay, that Lord Macartney, that truly great 
and worthy man, was not at this time re- 
moved fiom his employment, and doomed 
to fuffer all the perfecution and injuttice 
which had attended the unfortunate Lord 
Pigct? - We were now at peace with 
France; “but the ferms were, that we 
fhould not harafs or difturb her allies in 
the Eatt; fo that if after the ratification of 
the articles of peace, we happened to com- 
mit any hoftilities againit ‘Tippoo Saib, or 
any other ally of France, could thofe vio- 
laters of treaties aver, that anew war with 
the Houfe of Bourbon would not be the 
unavoidable confequence? Let gentlemen 
paufe awhile before they fupport men who, 
in defiance of every thing facred, could 
commit 
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eommit fuch wanton atts of attrocity. Mr. 
Dundas’s bill was by no means confonant 
to his ideas, although he approved of the 
general poe ofits becaule it was in- 
velting the fole power of the Eaft in the 
hands of one man, who was to refide in 
that country; whereas his opinion was, 
that the perfon or perfons commiffioned 
with fo great authority fhould be immedi- 
ately under the eye of Parliament, and of 
courte a refident of this country. Befides, 
the Bill brought in lait year went {0 far as 
to name the perfon who fhould be invefted 
with (uch an important truft ; but, although 
noone could have a greater opinion of the 
virtues and integrity of Lord Cornwallis 
than he had, yet he could not but think, 
that fuch a boundlefs patronage, fo extra- 
ordinary a power, would be too great for 
the virtues of any fingle man. It had been 
objected to this bill, that neceflity was a 
poor excufe for ftripping the Company of 
their charters, and trampling on the rights 
and liberties of the fubjeéts; that neceffity 
had always been the plea of tyrants, and 
an introduétion to defpotifm. He begged 
leave to differ on that point. —Neceflity had 
been the plea of tyrants, but it had like- 
wife been the plea of freemen. What had 
brought about the grand Revolution ? Ne- 
ceflity. What had brought about the ci- 
vilization and good government of man- 
kind? Neceflity. Therefore the plea of 
neceflity was equally as applicable to good 
as to bad fyftems of government. It was 
objeéted that it would increafe the influence 
of the Crown, whieh ought to be narrowly 
watched He denied that it would add 
any dangerous influence to the Crown, as 
Government, prior to the introduétion of 
this Bill, had appointed every officer who 
was fent out to India. They were now 
defigned to a&t openly, and to perform in 
the face of day, what they had formerly 
concealed. ©The influence of the Crown, 
he allowed, ought to be looked upon with 
a jealous eye by that Houfe; but furely 
this was no dangerous or undue influence, 
as Parliament in faé& had an uncontroula- 
ble power, and might aét as to their wif- 
dom feemed meet. If this bill was rejected, 
it was {till in the power of Govefnment to 
aét juftly; the Treafury within a fortnight 
could enter the warehoufes, and other pof- 
feffions of the Eaft India Company with an 
extent, feize upon all they had in the 
world, and convert théir whole property 
to the fervice of the public. He by no 
means prefumed to think, that the bill was 
perfe&t, and admitted of no alteration. 
The Houfe were at liberty to modify -it as 
they thought proper ; and-happy fhould he 


be, if Parliament were unanimoufly to givé 
their aid in adjutting it in all its parts, fo 
as to anfwer the weighty and laudable pur- 
poles for which it was defigned. In bring- 
ing this Bill into Parliament, he had done 
his duty as a Minifter of this country, a 
tiiend to humanity, an enemy to oppreflion, 
rapacity, and unheard-of cruelties, which 
were committed on the natives of the Eaft 
for the fake of Jucre, and which fixed an 
indelible ftain on the name of Briton, as 
ignominious and reproachful as the memo- 
ry of thofe Spaniards who had feized upon 
the riches and wealth of Mexico and Peru, 
murdered the imnocent and defencelefs na- 
tives, and eftablifthed their dominion and 
tyranny in that unfortunate country. If 
he fucceeded, of which he had the moft 
flattering expectations, as every one al- 
lowed that a reform was neceflary, he 
could fit down with this refle&tion, which 
to him was the greateit felicity he could 
enjoy,—That he had been the advocate of 
the oppreffed and perfecuted natives of the 
Eaft, whofe miferies and cries muft make 
humanity fhudder; and that he had been 
the means of recovering the tarnifhed ho- 
nour of the Britifh empire, by enaéting 
laws, the benign influence of which would 
reftore tranquility in India, and diffufe that 
profpe&t of happinefs to many milliens of 
our fellow-creatures, whofe gratitude to 
us in future muft be the higheft confola- 
tion to which any people can afpire.—Mr. 
Fox concluded, by moving that the Bill be 
committed. : 

Mr. WiLLiAM Pitt faid, that he had 
before endeavoured to excite their attention 
to the injuftice of infringing the Purchafed 
Rights of a Chartered Company, and to 
the dangerous tendency of ettablifhing an 
influence which might end only with the 
exiftence of the Conttitution. He had moft 
folemnly pledged himfelf, to develope the 
deitruétive principles of the mott daring 
and arbitrary Bill that ever a Minifter had 
propofed, for the abolition of that invalua- 
ble bleffing of Conititutional Liberty which 
was the peculiar boaft of Englifhmen. Its 
tendency was not more inimical to pri- 
vate property than to public freedom. The 
deftruction of both would be the confe- 
quence of its eftablifhment. This would 
be proved by undeniable evidence. But 
to examine the facts on which this evidence 
was fupported, with that mature delibera- 


‘tion the Bill demanded, required more 


time than the precipitancy of the bufinefs 
could poflibly admit. For fuch was the 
violence and indecency with which the bu- 
finefs had been conduéted, that it feemed 
its propofers were fentible of the principles 
being 
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being fuch as would not admit of an im- 
partial and difpaffionate examination. But, 
however, the bill wore fuch features of 
atrocity, that it could not be feen without 
antipathy. ‘It had been sage on the 
pretence of abfolute Neceflity. ‘This Ne- 
ceflity had been fupported with every arti- 
fice, delufive, and fallacious. Omilfions 
the moft grofs and palpable had been adop- 
ted, to fupport the charges of delinquency 
and gg Foye the Company ; to 
moke the Neceflity abfolute for this ar- 
bitra y interference of Government ; to re- 

flefs themlelves of rights which they have 
‘repeatedly fold and validated by concurrent 
Aés of Parliament. This artifice was no 
fooner known than it was confuted, by an 
official inftrument produced hy the Compa- 
ny, and which now lies upon the Tabie. 
But what effeét has this inftrument produ- 
ced? Does ihe Right Honourable Secretary 
candidly acknowledge the misftatement? 
No! On the contrary, hz pofitively denies 
the faét. He afferts, that he neither meant, 


nor, indeed, made the misftatement of , 


which this inftrument is an unaniwerable 
refutation. But what other alternative had 
the Right Honourable Secretary? You 
would not have him confefs a premeditated 
falfehood ? We mutt, therefore, be con- 
tent to accept of his folemn difavowal of 
the circumftance. But what effect has this 
difavowal, or the prefentation of the offi- 
cial inftrument, in the prefent argument ? 
None, except it be to furnith the Right 
Honourable Minifter with fuch parts of it 
as may better fuit his plea of Neceffity, for 
his daring and violent proceedings ? The 
ftatement which has been officially pro- 
duced. at the Bar, he anfwers with no 
other evidence than his own affertion. Can 
this Houfe, therefore, venture to decide a 
queftion of fuch magnitude, upon the mere 
ipfe dixit of a Minitter ? ‘To adopt the fpe- 
cious aflertions of thofe who had already 
been convicted of erroneous itatements, 
would be neglefting our duty to ourfelves 
and conftituents. 

After infitting upon this for fome time, 
Mr. Pirt direéted the attention of the 
Houf to a variety of other circumftances. 
It was, indeed, a bold and enterprifing 
meafure: it was attended with the greateit 
rifque to the Minifter. It had roufed all 
Europe. Every ftate would feel its con- 
fequence. No Treding Company, no 
Department of Commerce, would be ex- 
empted from its effcéts. 

But fuch, moreover, had been the ra- 
pidity with which the Right Honourable 
Gentleman had run through his objections 
to the Court of Directors ftatement, that 
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it was entirely impofible to follow him. 
It was requifite, therefore, in point of de- 
cency, to allow the Houfe ‘ime to examine 
the various accounts that day prefented, 
before they gave a decided opinion on the 
Bill. He therefore moved that the Debate 
be adjourned until the next day. 

Mr. SECRETARY FOX rof to point 
out feveral miftakes of Mr, Pit, in his 
obfervations on his objections to the Com- 
pany’s ftatements. 

Lorp NortH, in avery able manner, 
defended the principles of the Bill. He 
faid that it had been the opinion of Gen- 
tlemen, that fome reform in the Fait India 
Government was abfolutely neceflary _ If 
that was the prefent opinion of the world, 
he hoped that the Houfe of Commons 
would not negative a meafure wh.ch was 
pregnant with the moit falutary effects. 
He reprobated the fervants of ihe Company 
for engaging in the moft wanton hoftilities, 
which had nearly ruined the interefts of 
the Eaft India Company in that part of the 
world. He begged the Houfe to rzcolleét, 
that they had been called ‘upon by tbe 
King, in his Speech at the beginning of 
laft seffion, to turn their attention as foon 
as poffible to Eaft India Affairs ; and that 
the Right Hon. Gentleman and his adhe- 
rents, who afpre/ent oppofed the Bill, had 
then pledged themfelves to do fomething to 
meliorate the Government of the Compa- 
ny. The Speech alfo, at the commence- 
ment of this Seffion, called aloud for an 
immediate attention to the affairs of the 
Eatt India Company, who were in the 
moft perilous fituation, and on whofe fu- 
ture Government the credit of Great Bri- 
tain depended. Surely the Houfe would 
fee the impropriety of any attempts to pott- 
pone the commitment of the Bill, which 
was done merely for the fake of delay, 
without any inteation of obtaining the 
leaft additional information on the fubject. 
He had -heen twenty years in Parliament, 
and had always heard it aflerted by every 
one who knew enough of the bufinefs, that 
a Society of Gentlemen, united merely on 
commercial principles, were not equal to 
the Governmen: of fuch a Territory as In- 
dia. He Jaughed at the violation of the 
Charters, fo frequently mentioned ; and 
obferved that every regulation adopted for 
the purpofe of affitting the Company, had 
been liable to the fame imputation : ‘That 
which limited their Credit ; that which no- 
minated their Officers; and that which 
divefted the Proprietors of their controul- 
ing power, were all invafions of their 
Charter. But in what fingle inftanee was 
the property of the Company invaded ? 

R's iad 4 Nothing 
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Nothing of this kind appeared in the Bill, 
which only went to.diminifh their politi- 

' cal, not by any means their real confe- 
quence. 

GOVERNOR JOHNSTONE ohferved, 
that an idea had obtained, that a contrari- 
ety of fentiment and decifion had exifted 
betwéén the Court of Proprietors and the 
Court of Direé&tors, fubverfive of the-in- 
tereits and government of the Company. 
In fome inttances thefe had prevailed; but 
in thefe the condué of the Proprietors had 
procured the public approbation. It was 
more eminently the cafe im the affair of 
Lord Clive and Lord Pigot. There was, 
therefore, no evil to be dieaded from any 
difference of fentiment and refolution exift- 
ing in their refpeétive Courts. On the 
contrary, if experience could fupport us, 
advantage might be expeéted from their 
contrariety of opinion. 

GENERAL SMITH direéted the atten- 

tion of the Houfe to the prefent fituation 
of the Company's affairs abroad. ‘The 
Jetters, faid he, which I have received from 
thence, intimate an alarming fituation of 
affairs in that quarier. ‘The Company s 
bonds at Bombay were, at the date of 
thofe letters, only negotiable at forty-five 
per cent. difcount: Thote-at Madrafs, at 
twenty-five; An afpeéct of affairs too bad 
hot to require redrefs fiom Government. 

Mr. JENKINSON afked what had been 
the conduct of the Houfe when the Regu- 
Jating Bil! puffed; reminding them, that 
the ftate of the Company’s aff. irs was then 
referred to a Committee of Enquiry. 

Mr. Erskine made a moft animated 
fpeech in defixice of the Bill, which he ar- 
gued on its true grounds. He felected a 
queition of ttate necellity as a jet of the ar- 
gument in debate. He propofed it with 
candour, and examined 1: minutely. He 
challenged Mr. Pitt to meet him upon this 
ground. He divided it into two parts— 
the right and the policy. And after clear- 
ing his ground, fo as moft unanfwerably 
to eitablifh the firft, he fhewed that the 
right once admitted, the pelicy could not 
be denied. When this Houfe came to di- 
vide upon the queftion, he faid he would 
venture to prophefy, that there would be 
found as much learning, as much hittori- 
cal knowledge of the Eaft and of the Weft, 
as much information concerning the laws 
and coniticution of our country, as honett 


aregard for both of them, as much public: 


{pirit, as much private honour on the fide 

of the Houfe on which he ftood as on the 

other ; and that the right honourable gen- 

tleman (Mr. Pitt) would find it rather a 

difficult tafk to perfuade the people of Eng- 
2 
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land, that all of them whofe names were 
found in fupport of this Bill, were a fet of 
wicked confpirators againft the private 
right of individuals, and public privileges 
of the nation. He declared folemnly, upon 
his honour (which had never, he thanked 
God, been called in queition in public or 
in private), that he gave his moft confcien. 
tious fupport to that urgently neceflary re, 
form! And that his underftanding was 
confirmed in its original conception, by the 
fupport it had received in conduét and in 
argument, from the great and eloquent 
ftatefman who prefented it to the Houfe, 
whofe talents feemed to be formed by Pro- 
vidence to retrieve this ftill great country 
from its falling and depreffed condition, 
Lethis right honourable Friend go on with 
firmnefs, and rifque his office at every ftep 
he took, and he would combat by his fide, 
as he now did, at the hazard of all the 
profpeéts of ambition. Let him ftand on 
his own manly fuperior underitanding, and 
the integrity of his heart, which he knew 
was always ready to guide it in the courfe 
of his duty, and he would ftand for ever 
by him, or be ready to fink with him in 
his fall. 

Mr. DempsTER declared his opinion 
was fingular: he wifhed us to abandon 
India entively. He faid it would -only 
load Great Britain with debt, and add to 
her difficuities. In regard to the Bill it- 
felf, he confidered it as an infringement on 
the liberties of the fubjec&t. 

Sir HENRY FLETCHER gave a. brief 
account of the real fituation of India, and 
urged the neceffity of coming to fome mea- 
fure without delay, if we meant. to pre- 
ferve our territories there. Sir Henry faid, 
in remark on Mr. Dempfter’s argument, 
that perhaps it might have been better if 
we had never feen India. But we had 
now acquired an empire there, and if we 
did not fécure it to ourfelves, it would fall] 
into the pofleffion of fome other European 
power, which would prove a very ferious 
difadvantage to Great Britain. ~ 

The Bonourable Mr. Frazer faid, 
thet fince it is exploded univerlally as ab- 
furd in all modern governments, to have 
a dominion within: itfelf, over which the 
parent-ftate has no controul, and ‘as the 
mighty empire of India is of that nature, 
fraught with fatal powers to do injuries 
abroad, and mifchiefs at home, it is time 
to regulate thele powers, in fuch a man- 
ner, as that one government fhall direct 
and rule the whole. He fhould therefare 
vote for the Bill going into the Committee. 
That he felt the object he mentioned mutt 
be obtained ; relerving to himfelf the pow- 

er, 


a eI 


a9 





as = - @ 


an tin Gh . fa 





lames were 
re a. fet of 
1€ private 
: privileges 
nly, upon 
ie thanked 
public or 
t confcien. 
ceflary re. 
ding was 
on, by the 
& and in 
eloquent 
1¢ Houfe, 
| by Pro. 
count 
ondition, 
2 On with 
very tte 
his fide, 
f all the 
tand on 
ing, and 
he knew 
1¢ courfe 
for ever 
him in 


opinion 
bandon 
ld only 
add to 
Bill it- 
nent on 


a brief 
ia, and 
ie mea- 
fo pre- 
y faid, 
ument, 
tter if 
ve had 
if we 
Id fal] 
ropean 
erlous 


faid, 
as ab- 
» have 
h the 
is the 
ature, 
juries 
; time 
man- 
direct 
efare 
ittee. 
mutt 
poe- 


er, 











er, when it was committed, to object to 
any part of it his confcience could not ap- 
ove, 

Mr. SAMUEL SMITH, junior, rofe to 
defend himfelf.as a Direétor, from the ob- 
jections of Mr. Fox to the ftate of the af- 
firs of the Company, given in by the 
Direftors. Mr. Sm.th was proceeding 
through a detail of figures ; but the Houfe 
being extremely fatigued, and the clock 
fhewing it was half paft four in the morn- 
ing, the cry for the Queftion was fo loud, 
that he, after in vain complaining of the 
injuftice of the Houfe, in refuting to let 
him defend himfelf and the reft of the Di- 
reétors, defifted ; and faid, he would take 
a.more favourable opportunity of offering 
what he meant to have faid, to their con- 
fideration. 

The Houfe then divided on the Queftion 
for Adjournment, when the numbers were, 

Noes 229 
Ayes 120 











Majority againft the Adjournment 109 
The queftion that the Bill be committed, 
was then carried withour a divifion; and 
the Bill was ordered to be committed for 
next Monday ; till which day the Houfe 
adjourned. 
Monday, December 1. 

The order of the day being read, Mr. 
Fox rofe to move, that the Houfe fhould 
refolve itfelf into a Committee, agreeable 
to their determination laft Thuriday, on 
the Bill for the regulation of India affairs. 

Mr. Powts immediately rofe, and 
ftrongly contended for the propriety and 
expediency of having Mr. Haftings recal- 
led, without any fuch feverity of Parlia- 
mentary interference, which was now the 
object of their confideration. He pledged 
himfelf, that this condué&t would be at- 
tended with every fuccefs with regard to 
the prefervation of the Company, and its 
conneétions, that the prefent Bill was de- 
{cribed to have for its object. 

Mr. Burke. faid, that the neceffity of 
the Bill was fuch as not to admit of any 
difpute about the principle or tendency of 
it. He ftated the immenfe tract of the 
moft fertile country, which it was called 
upon to regulate from the anarchy in which 
the whole territories were at prefent. He 
obfesved, that it was a tract of two bund- 
red and eighty-one thoufand and fome 
hundreds of {quare miles, which meafured 
the extent of this territory that was the ob- 
ject of the Bill a ae 9 He particular- 
ly urged the neceflity of the Bill, from the 
oppreffion which had been exercifed by the 
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fervants of the Company towards the na- 
tives. It had been objected to this mea- 
fure, that it was deftroying the charter 
rights of aCompany. He withed to know 
what thefe charter rights were, that were 
held thus facred. He then mentioned what 
comparifon they"held with thofe on which 
the principles of the conititution were 
founded: in this ftatement, however, he 
faid, that the objeé of the Eait India char- 
ters was only a grievous monopoly. This 
could not be fuccefsful without encroach 
ments on the rights of individuals. Were 
fuch charters the objeéts for the wife and 
humane proteétion of imperial legiflature ? 
No! The fooner fuch charters were abo- 
lifhed, the more advantage would accrug 
to the commercial intereft of the communi- 
ty in general. So far was he from confi- 
dering the principle of this Bill as evil or 
deftructive in its tendency, that it had hig 
hearty fupport, for he was aflured it only 
tended to deftroy fuch iniquitous and op- 
preffive practices as none would lament but 
thofe whofe immediate intereit it affected, 
He would not pretend to be an advocate 
for what he confidered was an outrage on 
the privileges of mankind in general. But 
to evince the neceffity of fome ftrong and 
detifive meafure, he would beg the atten- 
tion of the Houle. while he ftated to them 
what had occured to him during a three 
years ferious and arduous attention to the 
fubjec&t. The fcenes appeared to him fo 
romantic and extravagant; there was fuch 
a fyftematic perverfion of every human 
principle which he had been accuftomed to 
efteem and réverence; the paflions of the 
human heart had, in that climate, affumed 
fuch a complexion of degeneracy and per- 
fidy, tlat he was apprehenfive what he had 
to mention would appear more like fiction 
than reality. It was, indeed, a vifion which 
always affected his contemplation of it 
with horror; but it never affected him fo 
deeply, as when it ftruck as incontettible. 
He then went into a detail of the Compa- 
ny’s conduét in the various provinces fub- 
ject to their dominion This he pourtray- 
edina very ftrikiig and atfeéting ftyle of 
colouring. ‘They had bartered treachery 
for fidelity, felling every perfon who had 
placed in them the leaft degree of confi- 
dence. Every treaty they made was the 
object of th-ir own violation. Alliances 
of princes were always attended with cer- 
tain ruin to thofe who had joined in. their 
intereft. He afked how long this country 
was to be execrated throuz) its permiffion 
of the outrages of the Company. Surely 
they were the la(t who fhould complain ef 
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violated charters, who never fulfilled a 
fingle negociation to which they had fet 
their fignet.- It was very unfeeming in 


them to reprobate any meafures for being 


violent or arbitrary. How were fuch a- 
bufes to be amended? He protefted that the 
Court of Diregtors was as corrupt as the 
other, which was provided for in the con- 
ftitution. =Thofe men who were in the ha- 
bit of conniving, could never be ferious in 
correfting their mal-practices; fo that he 
vse cenfured the idea of choofing 

ommiffioners from amongit them. — It 
had frequently been obferved how abfurd 
it was to truft the management of fo large 
a territory as that of India, to the govern- 
ment of a company of merchants; but, 
for his own part, a did not know’ but 
merchants were as competent to the ma- 
nagement of territory as others. He had 
No reafon to think their underftandings 
lefs liberal, or their politics lefs refined, 
judicious, and rational, than thofe in dif- 
ferent fituations; but the prefent was a 
ftriking exception to thefe conclufions. 
Both the political and commercial affairs 
had been equally mifmanaged. ‘Their wars, 
finances, and monopolies, fufficiently 
evinced this obfervation. He faid, it was 
the moft extreme folly to entruft the ma- 
nagement of immenfe and confequential 
territories to thofe, who had thus fhewn 
their inability, by the moft grofs ignorance 
and negligence. 

On the clamours which had been di- 
refed againtt the right honourable author 
of the Bill, he made fome very fpirited and 

rtinent animadverfions. He fortified 

imfelf againft all the odium and cenfure 
which a blind, prejudiced, and infatuated 
party had raifed againft him. - He recurred 
tothofe great and fingular rewards which 
always accompanied the exertions of great 
ability, when regulated by an equal fhare 
of integrity. His abilities, he faid, had 
long been the objeét of his efteem and ad- 
miyation. The prefent Bill was the ftron- 
geft argument of both his virtues and abi- 
lities, Had he avoided thofe decifive atten- 
tions which the extraordinary exigencies of 
the country required, left he thould fuffer 
a temporary obloguy, his talents might 
ftil] have retained their original fplendour, 
unclouded by either envy or malevolence. 
But had this been his conduét, he fhould 
not have had his prefent confidence in his 
principles. But now, he thought, they 
were both fufficiently ettablifhed. His ex- 
ertions were evidently defigned to ferve his 
country effentially, uniformly, and une- 
quivocally, even at the expence of his fo 


much acknowledged defire of enjoying the 
univerfal approbation of his country. 

Mr. Duncomse and Mr. Martin 
repeated the arguments already urged 
againft the Bill. 

Sir Grey Coorer faid, that the ar- 
guments on the prefent bvufinefs appeared 
to him as novel as they were abfurd. 
The affairs of the Company had been ac- 
knowledged by all to be equally involved, 
and diftrefsful. Every part of the Houfe 
had acknowledged fome meafure was ne- 
ceflary. No half meafures, no palliatives, 
nothing indecifive, or incomplete, were to 
be offered on this important fubjeét. This 
was the language on the firft day of the 
feffion. Every body was in love with 
this unknown fomething. But it was no 
fooner brought forward than it was cen- 
fured and reprobated. It was réprefented 
as being inapplicable, inadequate, and 
abortive. He begged they would confi- 
der the confequence of a delay. ‘That the 
affairs might then prove irretrievable, if 
an immediate and effe&tual ftop was not 
put to the inordinate ambition and rapacity 
of the Company’s fervants. He faid the 
queftion appeared more addrefled to the 
heart, than to the head. It was, whe- 
ther any pretence could countenance the 
continuance and confirmation of thofe enor- 
mous practices, which had been the dif- 
grace of England, and the oppreffion of 
India? He afked, was it neceflary that 
many millions of loyal fubjeéts fhould be 
objects of the oppreffion of fellow-fub- 
jects ! The prefent meafure was meant to 
prevent the continuance of thefe practices, 
and he fhould therefore give it his active 
fupport. 

Mr. Henry Dunpas (late Lord Ad- 
vocate) infifted that all the humane, wife, and 
political purpofes of the bill before the Houle, 
might have been ferved, without disfranchi- 
fing the Eaft-India Company of their legal 
rights and privileges. It might have been, 
and it till was poffible to extend liberty 
to the Zemindars (or tenants of India) 
without feizing all the books, goods, and 
property of the Eaft-India Company. 
The territorial property, and the revenue 
of Bengal, with the fubordinate provinces, 
might have been vetted in the Commif- 
fioners, that is, in the Britifh Govern- 
ment, while the commerce of India might 
trave remained with the Company. The 
pofleffions of the Zemindars might have 
been rendered hereditary, without fuch a 
violent revolution in the affairs of the 
Company. The plea of neceffity had ne 
place on the prefent eccafion, Much - 
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had the plea of precipitation. ‘The noble 
Lord whe was privy, and who concurred 
with all the great meafures of Govern- 
ment, and particularly with the meafure 
in queftion, had for feveral years back- 
ward been endeavooring to amend the con- 
ftitution of the Eaft-India Government. 
He had been making regulations for them, 
and f{pggefting palliatives. And, even 
two years before the expiration of the 
Company’s charter, a new charter, or, 
what was the fame thing, a renewal of 
the old chaster, was granted. Whence 
then the plea of precipitation or neceffity ? 
The deliberation, the flownefs, all the 
condu& of Minifters fhewed that there 
was no great hafte in bringing Indian af- 
fairs to a crifis. The conclufion which 
Mr. Dundas drew from the whole of thefe 
ebfervations was, that party views, not 
the urgency of any private caufe, was the 
foundation of the prefent hatte of Minif- 


‘try, im the caufe in queftion. 


Mr. THomas Pitt declared, that he 
confidered the prefent meafure to be a 
dire&t attack on the liberties of Englith- 
men; and that it was a bill fo big with 
alarm, that, if to-morrow were to be his 
Jatt day, he fhould die in more peace for 
the opportunity he enjoyed that night, of 
pronouncing his determined oppofition to 
it. It was one of the meafures which 
gentlemen might expe& from fuch a Mini- 
itry ; from a coalition who had entered 
into office by feizing the reins of Govern- 
ment hy force, and who meant to con- 
clude their career by giving the death- 
blow to their country. 

Mr. W.PiTT, at twelve o'clock rofe, 
and in a fpeech of near two hours went 
over all the ground of the debate. He 
pledged himfelf to enter into the difcuf- 
tion of the particulars of the ftatement of 
the Eaft-India Company's affairs, and to 
prove the objeétions of Mr. Fox to be fal- 
lacious. He faid, that he would venture 
a paradox. The bill tended in its prin- 
ciples, not only to diminifh, but alfo to 
increafe the influence of the Crown. This 
was a paradox, but he explained it thus : 
it increafed the influence of the Crown 
in the end; but in the mean time it in- 
creafed only the influence of the prefent 
Minifters independent of the Crown, and 
fhould they be driven from their places, 
they would carry this influence with them 
into private life, and it would be exerted 
againft the Crown. He fpoke again of 
the coalition—called to recolleétion feve- 
ral of their former expreflions—paid Mr. 
Fox many high cumpliments—that he was 


the man of all others the moft eminently 
endowed, and the belt calculated to fave 
his country; but this meafure was fo 
bold, fo violent, and fo mifchievous, that 
he could not entertain a good opinion of 
him. If the Houfe fhould throw out the 
bill, he pledged himfelf to bring forward 
one which would, in his mircd, anfwer 
the ‘exigencies, without the violence or 
danger of this meafure. 

Mr. SECRETARY FOX now rofe, and 
began with anfwering the charge of its 
being a violation of chartered rights, and 
chartered property. He could eafily com- 
prehend the pofleffion of the property of 
an eftate, the rents, the lands, the pro- 
fits, the trade, the duties, and the pro- 
duce; but he knew of no fuch thing as 
property in dominion—Dominion was a 
delegated truft given for the benefit of the 
governed, and where it was prottituted to 
other purpofes, by oppreflion, imbecility, 
and wantonnefs, it was to be refumed. 
Such was the prefent cafe: the prefent 
bill was to violate no chartered property ; 
it was to refcue thirty millions of the 
human race from tyranny and ruin. He 
took notiee of the various inconfiftencies 
which had occurred in debate ; how one 
Gentleman had called the bill an accef- 
fion of influence to the Crown ; another 
had called it a diminution of the fame ine 
fluence ; but thefe various operations he 
could eafily reconcile; they flowed froma 
the fame {pirit; having failed in the at- 
tempt to ftir up jealoufies in the people, 
they now wifhed to infpire jealoufies in 
another place; but he had the happinefs 
to know that they would be equally un- 
fortunate here as in their firft attempt. 
He adverted to the various perfonalities 
which had been direéted to him. It was 
true, he faid, and it was the confolation 
of his mind, that, as had heen aflerted, 
he was connefted with great and honour- 
able families, where influence gave him 
the diftinétion he poffeiied in the land, 
That fpiendour ‘he never would forteit 
for all that temptation could offer—and it 
was a pledge to his country that his fer- 
vices were direét, and his opinions fair, 
when, inftead of recurring to cabal or in- 
trigue, he was maintained by thofe who 
had the greateft ftake, and the beft cha- 
ragter in the country. He took notice, in 
the moft handfome manner, of the daily 
attempts that were made to awaken en- 
mities in bofoms that were reconciled, and 
faid he was happy that, in one thing, he 
was different from thofe who fat oppo fite 
to him; if he had, unlike them, forgot 

his 
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his enmities, he had not, like them, aban- 
doned his friendfhips. 

- He took notice of the aflertion of Mr. 
Thomas Pitt, that they had feized on the 
reins of Government by force. They had 
feized on them by a vote of that Houfe, 
In the year 1782, they had done the fame, 
and that Hon. Gentleman and his friends 
affifted them. How came that to be an 
affault and force in 1783, which in 1782 
was fair and proper? Becaufe in the one 
cafe it was for, and in the other againft 
the Hon. Gentleman. 

Mr. PEPPER ARDEN fpoke after Mr. 
Fox, but the Houfe, growing weary 
of a debate that had been carried to fo 
great a length, called loudly for the quef- 
tion, which was accordingly put about 
four o’clock on Tuefday morning, and 
the Houfe having divided, there appeared 

For the Speaker leaving the Chair, and 
of courfe for committing the bill, 217 

Againit it, - - = 103 
Majority for committing the bill, 114 
Adjourned to Wednelday. 


Wednefday, December 3. 
This day, ina Committee of the whole 
Houle, the names of the feven Commif- 
fioners were feverally mentioned, and agreed 


to by the Houfe, with every mark of una- 
nimous approbation of the exalted cha- 


rafters of each. They were as follows : 


The Right Hon. William Earl Fitz- 
william, Prefdent. 

The Right Hon. Frederick Montague. 

The Right Hon. Lord Lewifham. 

The Hon. Col. George- Auguftus North. 

Sir Gilbert Elliott, Bait. 

Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart, 

Robert Gregory, Efq. 


The names of the nine Affiftant Direc- 
tors were alfo mentioned, and feveral re 
gulations adopted. But the fate of the Bill 
in the other Houfe, to which we now 
proceed, renders an account of thele un- 
necellary. 

—_—_—— 

The Eaft-India Bill being read a third 
time on Monday, December 8, then 
paffed the Houfe of Commons, and on 
the Fuefday following was carried up to 
the Lords. To expatiate on all the de- 
bates that enfued on this important ub- 
je&t, in that Right Honourable Affem- 
bly, would be to repeat the various argu- 
ments, which we have already ftated as 
delivered in the Houle of Commons. We 
fhall therefore take thefé up in a fummary 
way, as preparatory to ous account of 


“THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


the very extraordinary cireumftances that 
accompanied the final decifion of the 
Bill. 


When the Lords firft: received the Bill, 
the Duke of Portland moved that it be 
read a fecond time on Monday the 15th, 
which, after fome oppofition, was agreed to, 

On that day Lord Abingdon rofe to 
move, that the opinion of the Judges 
might be taken on fome queftions re- 
{peéting the Bill. Lord Sandwich op- 
pofed this, as tending to inveft the autho, 
rity of the Lords in the twelve Jadges. Lord 
Abingdon’s motion was not agreed to ; 
but Counfel were immediately heard in be- 
half of the Eaft-India Company. The 
advocates of the Bill imagining that there 
was an evident defign in the Counfel to 
procraftinate the pleadings, by unneceffarily 
reading charters, defpatches, &c. a motion 
was made by Lord Loughborough, that they 
proceed on further in reading certain def- 
patches. His Lordfhip however withdrew 
his metion. Afterwards the oppofers of the 
Bill moved an adjournment to the next day, 
which was carried on a divifion by a majo- 
rity of eight 5 viz. 


Contents _ - - 69 
Proxies - 38 


ee 


Not Contents 57 
Proxies - 22 


Majority - - e 


In the courfe of the debate, the Duke of 
Portland alluded to a rumour, refpeéting 
the fentiments of a Great Perfonage, which 
he faid, he might fubmit on a future day 
to the inveftigation of the Houfe. Lord 
Temple finding that he himfelf was per- 
fonally meant, acknowledged that his duty 
liad led him to folicit an interview with 
his Sovereign on the fubjeét of the bill. 
He had then communicated his fentiments 
fully to his Majefty. Thefe were lodged 
in the breait of his Sovereign. What 
they were, would for ever remain a fecret. 
But though he would not declare affir- 
matively what his advice to his Sovereign 
was, he would tell their Lordfhips nega- 
tively what it was not. It was unfriendly 
to the principle and objeét of the bill. If 
‘thefe were the rumours to which the noble 
Duke alluded, he gloried in them, and he 
would ever be ready to meet the noble 
Duke on this ground, confident that he 
had aéted a dutiful part tawards his So- 
vereign, and one worthy of the appro- 


bation of their Lordhips, 
The 
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The Duke of PorTLAND expreffed his 
furprife that he fhould have been mifun- 
derftood 1efpeéting his intimation to the 
Houfe. He had alluded perfonally to no 
one. He had only ftated,: that improper 
liberties had been taken with a great and 
facred charaéter ; that malignant rumours 
had been circulated. He was defirous to 
trace them to their fource, as he thought 
their origin deferved the animadyertion of 
their Lordthips. 

The Duke of Ricumonp aflerted the 
right of every Peer, to affiit his Sovereign 
with his beft advice. Earl Fitzwilliam 
alfo bore a part in the converfation, which 
at laft was put an end to, without com- 
ing to a precife declaration on the part of 
Earl Temple of what had paffed in his 
conference with the King.—The Piince 
cf Wales voted with the Minority. 


- 


327 


On Wednefday the 18th, the Eaft-Inm 
dia Bill was again refumed in the Houft 
of Lords, when the order of the day being 
read for its commitment, it was ftrongly 
oppofed by Lord Gower, Lord Coventry, 
Lord Rawdon, the Duke of Richmond, 
Lord Walfingham, Lord Camden, Lovd 
King, Lord Gage, and Lord Radnor ; 
and it was as ftrongly fupported by Lord 
Carlifle, the Duke of Manchetter, Lord 
Sandwich, Lord Derby, and Lord Fitz- 
william. On a diviijon the numbers were 
againft the commitment of the Bill, 

Not Contents - - 75 
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57 
19 


95 
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Majority - - 19 


by which the Bill was loft. 


Different Expreffions of GRIEF: An ANECDOTE. 


MMODERATE grief, it has been ob- 

ferved, is filent. On the contrary, 
when we are but flightly affected, or af- 
fe&ted only by the fufferings of others, 
our affli€tion is loquacious and complain- 
ing. This obfervation is finely illuftrated 
bya ftory, recorded by Herodotus. —Cam- 
byfes, when he conquered Egypt, made 
Pfammenitus, the King, prifoner ; and, in 
order to try his conftancy, ordered’ his 
daughter to be drefled in the habit of a 
flave, and to be employed in bringing 
water from the river: his fon alfo was 
led to execution with a halter about his 
neck. ‘The Egyptians vented their for- 
row in tears and Jamentations ; Pfamme- 
uitus only, with a downcatt eye, remained 
flent. Afterwards, meeting one of his 
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companions, a man advanced iw years, 
who, being plundered of all, was begging 
alms, he wept bitterly, calling him by his 
name. Cambyles, ttruck with wonder, 
demanded an anfwer to the following 
queftion ; ‘ Pfammenitus, thy Mafter Cam- 
byfes is defirous to know why, after hav- 
ing feen thy daughter fo ignominioufly 
treated, and thy fon led to execution, with- 
out exclaiming or weeping, thou thouldit 
be fo deeply concerned for a poor man, 
no way related to thee ?°—* Son of Cyrus,” 
anfwered Pfammenitus, ‘ the calamities of 
my family are too great to leave me the 
power of weeping; but the misfortunes 
of a companion, reduced in his old age 
to want of bread,-is a fit fubjeét for la- 
mentation. 


of RICHARDS@N. ° 


[ By the celebrated M. d’Arnaud. ] 


EVER has any writer — 


fuch a deep and extenfive know- 

ledge of the heart and of nature. They 
are not mere reprefentations, but the ori- 
“mg themfelves, that he has ever before 
im, in his immortal writings. This is 
the reafon why the generality of mankind, 
the majority of whom have neither time 
to read nor to refle&t, fancy that Richard- 
fon has extended his hiftories to a tedious 
length. Some bookfellers, {till lefs ac- 
cuftomed to refieion, have lately propofed 
to me to undertake a kind of ¢ Abridg- 
ment of Clarifa Harlowe.” I had the 
folly, like a rath and unthinking man, to 


fall in with their views. I prepared, 
therefore, to put my fkeleton together. It - 
was neceflary to read Clariffa again very 
attentively, and to be on the watch, if I 
may fo exprefs myfelf, for thofe fuper- 
fluities which I had fo pofitively promifed 


“to retrench. At every page, I furprife 


myfelf, exclaiming, ¢ O thou great man! 
thou great man! how happily haft thou 
caught the truth! How neceflary are 
thefe pretended lengths of détail! How 
much do they endear thy work to me!’ 

In a word, after having read and read 
again the whale, I perceived that not the 
moft minute particular could be fpared, 


and 
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and that it is from their very multiplicity 
that refults that kind of magic, which fo 
deeply interefts me in the Hevome of the 
Englith writer, which makes me prefent 
with her, and fills me with Clariffi to fach 
a degree, that I imagine I am encircled 
by the Harlowes.. My bookjellers, how 

éver, did not fail to return: * Begone, 


barbarians ; you doubtlefs take me for one 
of the wretched Goths that have deftroyed 
the finet monuments of Rome. God 
forbid that I fhanid be guilty of fuch im- 
picty to the arts. Go, feck fome other 
Mutilator. Believe me, we mutt le%ve 
this beautiful ftatue as it is; we mutt for- 
bear to touch it with a facrilegous hand.’ 


Defeription of the Model of a Norfolk Plough, fent to the Bath 
Agriculture Society, 4y Mr. Bofwell. 


Illuftrated with an accurate Engraving. 


SIR, Piddletown, Dec. 4, 1779. 


ee model of the Norfolk Plough, 

which I now fend agreeable to the 

requeft of the Society, is complete on a 

fcale of three inches to a foot. - As ‘an ex- 

planation of its various parts may be necef- 

fary, I flatter myfelf the following obfer- 

vations will not be deemed impertinent. 
EXPLANATION. 

A the tail. Bethe beam. -C the head. 

D the wood {pindle. E the iron fpindle. 

F the wood mould-board fitted to the ion 
plat, or turn furrow. 

G the iron turn furrow; This part is ge- 
nerally cait to its psoper fhape. 

H the fhare, with a focket to fit en the 
head, by which means it is eafily taken 
off to be repaired. 

I the fide iron. K the heel iron. L the 
ground raife. Thefe three are often 
made of caft iron. 

M a pin to keep the mould-board at a 
proper diftance. 

N the coulter. 

OOOOOCOOON eight iron pieces to 
ftrengthen the joints, and thofe parts 
where the greatelt’ power or friction is 
applied. P a ftaple in the tail, through 
which the plough-line pafles. Q the 

* beam-ring and bréaft- iron. 

R the breaft. S the pillar. ‘F the ftan- 
dards, 

VW pill-pins and chains. 1J U ftandard- 
pins and chains. W _ beam pins and 
chains. X the beam-sing and breait- 
iron pin and chain. Y the gate. Z 
the heart and links. 

AB the beam nail. AC, AC, two 
holes; in the ftandard-head through 
which the plough-line pafles. 

§ the horfe-tree, or bodkin, fixed by the 
clafp (2) to the heart (Z) on the gate 
Y. 33 two clajps on each end of the 

horfe-tree (3) to which the hamble- 
trees, or weas, (44) are fixed, on each 
of which are two clafps (5 5 5 5) to 1e- 
ceive the horfes traces, 


OBSERVATIONS. 

Fit ; The holes in the ttandaid (TT) 
are to raife or lower the pillar S by means 
ofthe flandaid pins (UU) which is one 
way of fetting the plough deeper or fhal- 
lower in the land; but when once fitted 
to a proper fize, it is feldom altered by 
this part, unlefs very deep water-furrows 
are to be drawn, or the fhare is much 
worn.—For the fame ufe are the different 
holes in the breaft-iron Q. 

2dly ; The holes in the pillar S, are 
for the pillar pins VV, to alter the direc- 
tion of the beam of the plough, either to 
the furrow or land, according as the fur- 
rows want to be thrown either flat or 
round. The fame ule is made of the 
notches in the gate Y. 

adly ; The Tite in the beam (B) by 
which the beaming and breaft-iron (Q) 
are fixed to the beam by the beam-nail 
(AB) and alfo by the beam-pin and 
chain, (W) which is fixed to the top of 
the ftandards in the centre, thefe unite the 
plough and breaft-work together. By 
thefe holes the plough is regulated, and fo 
nice are the ploughmen in Norfolk in 
ploughing to a proper depth where there 
are little inequalities in the land, and upon 
fuch juft mechanical principles is it con- 
ftru&ted, that a quarter of an inch altera- 
tion in the beam-nail and beam-pin will 
be perceived in the going of the plough 
either deeper or thallower. This will 
fearcely be credited, but I affert it upon 
my own knowledge. The breaft-pin 
drawn up half its leogth, and the beam- 
nail turned upon its oppofite quarter, fre- 
quently in plooghing a fallow, is enough 
to fink the plough perceptibly. By thefe 
means, one of thefe ploughs will plough 
almoft to any depth, or barely fkim the 
furface. 

4thly; The coulter N, when fet pro- 
perly, the point fhould be about thice 
inches from the fhare, end :n fucha di- 
reftion, that a line ftrained from the hin- 
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the coulter, fhould juft free the fide of the- 


fhare. This is the rule the ploughmen 
fet it by. ’ 

sthly ; The plough-line pafles from the 
outtide ring of the bit of the halter of the 
one horfe, through. a ring in the heams, 
and through the hole AC, in the ftandard, 
and through the ftaple P in the tail of the 
plough, and up again through the other 
hole AC, through a ring in the heam to 
the ring in the bit of the outfide of the 
halter on the other horfe. A coupling- 
line is fixed from the infidé ring of the 
halter of one horfe to the infide ring of 
the other hoife’s halter ; by this means 
the ploughman, pulling the line on either 
fide of the tail of the plough, readily 
guides the horfes which way he pleafes. 

6thly ; The horfe’s traces fhould be fo 
fhort as barely to clear their hocks when 
in their work ; in faét, the horfes thould 
Be brought back as near as poflible to the 
point of draught. 

gthly; The plough when well con- 
ftruéted fhould, when ttanding in its work, 
reft only upon the hind part of the head 
(C) and the edge of the fhare H; in 
other words, it fhould have the leaft poffi- 
ible friétion. 

Sthly; Complex as this plough may 
appear to be, the various methods of al- 
tering it are fo fimple, that every com- 
mon ploughman knows how to do it 
readily. 

gthly ; The fuperior advantages of the 
Norfolk plough over every other fort that 

Jhave feen (except thofe conttruéted on 
the fame principles, though varied in their 
form) are many. A few I will mention, 
that gentlemen may be better able to judge 
of its fuperior utility. 

Fir; It goes with only two horfes 
without a plough-boy. ‘This, probably, 
will be matter of furprize, but [ aver it, 
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that two good able horfes with one of thee 
ploughs will break up the ftrongeft (level) 
land I ever faw in Somerfethhire, and at 
a proper feafon will plough nearly an acre 
in aday. I have myfelt heen witnefs to 
land being broken up whofe furface would 
make bricks, and {fo hard that near an 
hundred weight has been put in the cham- 
ber of the plough, (the opening between 
the mould-board and beam) and yet only 
two horles have been ufed, and more than 
half an acre was ploughed in a day. 

Another advantage is, having but one 
handle, which the- man holds in his left 
hand ; he carries his whip in the other, 
and when neceflary takes the plough-line 
in it, and directs his horfes to mght or 
left as he choofes. 

A third advantage is, having but one 
handle, he, by ftopping his horfes, and 
ftepping one ftep forwards, can, in half a 
minute, take up or let down (raife or fink) 
his plough in any direction he finds ne- 
ceflary. This a good ploughman will do 
in land that is very uneven, two or three 
times in a furrow. 

A fourth advantage is, having but two 
hortes, and thofe going a-brealt, he can 
always fee between them, and by that 
means draws out his work as ftrait as a 
line can be ftretched, and makes his fur- 
rows as true and exact as it is poffible to 
be conceived. 

Many other advantages could be point- 
ed out, but I have already trefpafied on 
your patience: and to draw comparifons 
with the plough commonly ufed in the 
Weft of England, might to many 
gentlemen appear invidious. But leit I 
lead any into error, permit me to add, that’ 
the Norfolk plough is not calculated for 
ftony or very hilly land; nor will it break 
pafture land properly to fow on one 
earth. 


Account of the important PRocEEDINGS in the House of CoMMoNs, 
refpecting the late Political Convulfins. 


O*% Wednefday, Dec. 17, while the 
fate of the memorable Eaft-India 
Bill was deciding in the Houfe of Lords, 
[See page 326.] the circumitance of fome 
laie rumours, refpecting the fuppofed in- 
terference of a Great Perfonage, in the 
deliberations of Pailiament, was agitated 
in the Houle of Commons. On this oc- 


cafion, Mr. Baker firlt rofe, and faid, that 
the ftate of the country, at that moment, 
was moft fingular and critical, infomuch, 
that an event, which had lately happened in 
the Speaker's family, and which would 





otherwife have been a matter of condo- 
lence, became a fit ground for public con- 
gratulation and comfort. It was owing to 
that event, that the minds of men had 
been afforded time to cool upon what 
had happened, to paule upon the pait, 
and to look with a calmer eye upon 
what it became them to do, under cir- 
cumiftances fo extraordinary and alarming. 
Within the patt five days certain rumours 
had been in wniverial circulation, that 
muft deeply affeé&t the mind of every man, 
who felt a due reverence for the confti- 
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tution. If what rumours talked of were 
true, it was high time for that Houfe to 
exert inelf, or we fhould not have any 
thing like.a conttitution left. The con- 
ftitution confiftad of three difting&t and - 
parate-citates, each independent of the other 
in the trueft fenfé of the words. —It was, 
notwithitanding, a matter of public no- 
toviety, that rumours had gone abroad, 
of a certain Peer’s having had a confe- 
reace with a perfon, not to be named in 
that Houle, and of his having afterwards 
made ule ofthat petfon’s name, to in- 
fluence the votes of the Members of ano- 
ther Affembly, upon a Biil then depend- 
ing. Fhis,. if true, was a dineét attack 
on. the conititution, which declared, that 
the Crown could do no wrong, and. had 
made the Mivifters of the Crown ame- 
nable for all ts meafures. He pointed 
out the diitinétion between conttitutional 
advifers. of the Crown, and. fuch as were 
not of that defcripsion. He thewed. the 
danger of any individual's undertaking to 
give the Crown advice, and not being in 
any way known, fo that the finalleft thare 
of refponfibility did: not reft on fuch fecret 
advifers. He knew that Peers claimed a 
right ta advife the Sovereign as heredi- 
tary advifers of the Crown, but that Houfe 
had an equal right to deem themfelves 
advifers elected ; the ene being for life, 
the other for the time for which they were 
elested. Having argued this very, fully, 
he came to. the fecond part of the cafe, 
the ttate of the country at prefent. A 
great and. important meafure had been 
propofed im the fhape of a Bill to that 
Hove ; it had been amply difcuiled, and 
pafled after repeated divifions, in which 
the Bill had been carried by a majority 
of nearly two to one. That Bill had 
been fent to the Lords, where it had been 
treated in a very different ‘manner; the 
extreme difference of the treatment in the 
two Houfes he afcribed to. thofe rumours 
to which he had alluded before. It be- 
came that Houfe, therefore, to interfere, 
and to. come to fome refolution that. would 
effectually prevent fuch alarming and un- 
conftitutional means of influencing either 
of the two branches of the Legiilature, 
fram being again practifed. He defired 
he might vot be told, that there was no 
proof befoxe the Houfé of the faéts upon 
which the inotion, he thould propofe reited. 
He appealed to the. Chair whether he was 
not perfectly parliamentary in grounding 
a cefolition of that Houfe on the public 
notoriety, of the fucts to which he had 
alluded... Public notoriety had again and 
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again been deemed a fufficient ground for 
that Houle to proceed, upen.; in: the pre- 
fent cafe he would appeal to the con{qi- 
ence of the Houle, whether every man 
had not heard .the rumours in queftion, 
and whether any man. doubted that fuch 
rumours had really exitted? Luckily, 
however, in the prefent cate, there was 
fomething more than. notoriety te fuppart 
the fuggettion; the uncenftitutianal ule 
of a cestain perfon’s name had fo far in- 
fluenced: the Members of one branch of 
the Legiflature, that Proxies had been 
withdrawn on the day of debate, and 
thofe who had defigned to vote one way, 
had been prevailed on to voie another. 
From thofe written recards, he deduced.a 
confirmation of the effect of the. uncon- 
ftitutional influence he had defcribed, and 
fortified. by that confirmation, he thould 
propofe, that if the conftitution was thought 
worth prefervation, that Houfe fhould im- 
mediately come to tome decifive and marked. 
refolutian, in. order to. check any farther 
ufé of an influence far move alarming than 
either the influence of the Crown, pro- 
perly fo termed, or any fpecies of influ- 
ence whatever. In order to thew. that, 
on occalions, where fimilar neceffity prefled, 
the Houfe had taken fome fteps. to meet 
it; he begged leave to refer to two en- 
tries in the Journals of 1640 and 1641, 
[the Journals were accordingly referred 


*to.] Before the latter of the twaq was 


read, M:. Baker declared, he did nag 
refer to that as a cale precifely fimjlar: to 
the prefent, but he referred to it,, chiefly 
to bring before:the Houfe the found: con- 
ftitutional.do&rines laid down in the pro- 
ceedings of that day. The. Jouinal was 
then read, and it was that of December 
16,1641, which contained Mr. Pym’s 
Report, giving an account of, his Ma- 
jetty [Charles I.} having in a fpeech from 
the throne, referred toa Bill for the pref- 
fing of foldiers, at that time depending in 
Parliament, and offered-a limitation claufe. 
Upon that, both Houfes of Parliament 
had, drawn, up an Addrefs to his. Ma- 
jelly, and prefented it, in which. they 
complained of his Majefty’s reference to 
a Bill, at that time depending, asa breach 
of the privileges of Parliament, and de- 
firing (nat fuch a breach of their privi- 
leges miglit not again be committed, urg- 
ing, at the fame time, the great danger 
that muft neccflaiily arife if it were prac- 
tied. After the Clerk had gone through 
the Extraét, Mr. Baker urged the greater 
importance of the prefent cafe, arifing 
from its being done in the dark and in 

fecret 5 
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feeret; whereas the breach of the privi- 

of Parliament in 1641, was com- 
mitted openly and in the face of day. 
He next ttated, that he fhould move two 
refolutions upon it, the nature of each of 
which he fully explained to the Houle; 
one of them was, he fais, to declare their 
fenfe of fuch conduét, and fo to ftizma- 
tize it as to alarm the country, and fhew 
them the fenfe the Houfe entertained of 
the enormity of fuch crimes; the other 
would be for a Committee to be appointed 
te confider of the ftate of the nation ; and 
he intended this Committee, if the motion 
were agreed to, fhould fit next Monday, 
in order; if poffible, to difcover the au- 
thors of fuch rumours, and bring them 
to their merited punifhment. To the firlt 
of thefe reiolutions, Mr. Baker faid, he 
meant to prefix the words, ¢ That it is now 
necefjary, becaufe, as the refolution con- 
tained am abttraét propofition, it ought 
not to be voted without fome words to 
juitify its being at this time brought for- 


ward. He concluded with moving, 


** That it is now neceflary to declare, 
« that toreport any opinion, or pretended 
“ opinion, of his Majefly, upon any Bill, 
* or other proceeding depending in either 
“ Houle of Parhament, with a view to 
s¢ influence the votes of the Members, is 
‘a high crime and mifdemeanor, dero- 


“ gatory to the honour of the Crown, a 
“ breach of the fundamental privileges of 
‘‘ Parliament, and fubverfive of the Con- 
§ ftitution of this country.” 

Lord NuGENT faid, his fituation called 
upon him to offer an idea to the Houfe 
en a bufinels in which it was impoflible 
for him to be uninterefted. Rumour had 
gone abroad, but becaufe rumour had gone 
abroad, was that fufficient to attach an 
offence, a high crime and mifdemeanor, 
to the noble perfon who had been alluded 
to? As to himielf, he was above tive af- 
fertion; affertions unfupported, unauthen- 
tcated by any circumitance of faét that 
could poffibly make an impreffion, couid 
not reach him ; becaufe a Proxy or two 
had been withdrawn, was that a ground 
for the Noble Lord to be attacked on? 
The retolations read from the Journals 
were in no degree applicable. With re- 
fpe&t to the rght of advifing, every the 
meanelt fubje&t had a right to advile his 
Sovereign.—He could do fo becaule he 
had a right to petition, and jn that peti- 
tion he might convey advice. With re- 
gard tothe noble perfon alluded to, he 
boaited his relation to hia; he {aw him 
with a conititutional fismnels and bold- 
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nefs oppofe dangerous meafures; the coun- 
try wanted fuch men at the prefent day, 
and let the confequences be what they 
might, he trufted the noble perfon would 
pertevere, 

Mr. W. Pir went into an examima- 
tion of the few faéts, which he faid Mr. 
Baker had adverted to in the courfe of his 
Speech, and obferved that the Honourable 
Gentleman had ftated as one of the 
grounds upon which he refted his motion, 
that a Bill of great importance ‘had been 
broughtinto that Houfe, that it had pafled 
on repeated divifions, by ‘a majority of two 
to one, and that the other Houle had treat- 
ed it in a very different manner. What 
was that very different manner? It was 
this: ‘The Lords, with a due regard to de~ 
cency, and the infinite importance of the 
Bill, had not precipitately run through it, 
but had endeavoured to have full evidence 
of the faéts involved, and after having fat 
till near one in the morning, they had ad- 
journed over to the next day before the 
proceeded. ‘This was certainly a very dif. 
ferent conduct from that purfued withn 
thefe walls; but was it an argument why 
the Houfe fhould come to fuch a refolution 
as that now moved? Mr. Pitt faid there 
was nothing new, nothing extraordinary) 
in a Bill that had pafled that Houfe with a 
confiderable majority, being rejefted by 
the Lords. Had the noble Lord i the 
blue ribband forgot the Contractors Bill, 
which had more than once pafléd that 
Houle and been rejeéted by the Lords; or 
had his Right Honourable Colleague for- 
got the Bill for preventing abutes in office, 
which the Right Honourable Gentleman 
dared not venture to oppofe, but left to the 
Lords to reje&t ? The Hon. Gentleman, he 
obierved, had gone a good deal into the 
doctrine of the unconftitutional practice of 
a Peerof Parliament's advifing his Sove- 
reign; and in order to fortify himfelf had 
taken the Houfe back to the glorious times 
of Charles the Firft, though he had him- 
felf acknowledged that the cafes were in no 
refpect fimilar. Part of ihe doétrines laid 
down in the Addrefs that had been read 
fiom the journals, he was ready to admit, 
were perfectly conitituvonal, but what 
analogy did’ they bear to the prefent cafe? 
No analogy whatever. Mr Pitt then went 
intoa defence of Peers giving their advice 
to their Sovereign. Every Peer was the 
hereditary Countellor of the Crown, and 
had a right to demand an audience of the 
Sovereign. Why then fhould his Majefty’s 
prefent fervants aflume to them/elves a mo- 
nopoly of the confidence of their Sove- 
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reign?’ They had attempted to monopolize 
power, they wanted to monopolize influ- 
ence, and they wifhed to monopolize 
Whiggilm, and they meant to monopolize 
every thing. He reproached them with 
ftaying in after they found that there were 
thofe who had more'of the confidence of 
the Prince, and faid, inftead of complain- 
ing of fecret influence, were he at any 
time in power, and found there was fome- 
thing behind greater than himfelf, he knew 
what his conduét would be. He would 


not have the meannefs to hold power at . 


the will of others, and carry on their mea- 
fures, but he would at once refign his em- 
ployment. Such conduét was direét, dif- 
tinét, and manly. It was that fort of con- 
dué which men, fit to be Minifters, always 
would hold, and net in a cowardly way 
ftick to their places, when their power 
was lott. He attacked Mr. Fox, as hav- 
ing been at different times the champion of 
liberty, and the champion of influence. In 
proof of the truth and propriety of his giv- 
ing him the latter title, he brought up the 
fubject of the India Bill, which he arraigned 
in the moft pointed terms, and ended a ve- 
ry eloquent fpeech of confilerable length, 
by declaring that the aim of that Bill was 
to keep'the King a captive, and fo far to 
alter his fituation 2s no longer to Jet him 
continue a free Prince, but to make him 


the completeft, though the only ilave in his 
dominions. Mr. Pitt concluded by mov- 
ing the Order of the day. 

Lord ManHon feconded Mr. Pitt’s mo- 
tion He endeavoured to eftablith three 
propofitions upon an hypothelis, applying 


to adminiftiation. The firft was, that a 
Miniiler affe€ting popularity defired’ to 
create a monfter cf power unknown to the 
conftitution. Secondly, ‘That Minitters 
had been connected with the newipaper re- 
ports. And, thirdly, that the words he 
had written down, about two nights betore, 
at twelve o'clock at night, no matter 
where, that anoble perfon ‘ thought him- 
felt in duty bound, from the fituation in 
which he fiood, to fay, that the rumour 
was without foundation,’ were made ufe 
of merely to create an undue impreffion— 
words that were only fit for the dark mid- 
night hour in which they were uttered. 
Lord NorTHu neither confidered himfelf 
an object of pity, nor did he think it a 
circumftance of regret that he was faft 


afleep at that dark midnight hour, in. 


which the noble Lord had been fo anxiouf- 
ly employed in writing down thofe words 
which he had apprehended to be fit for 
ytteyance only in the moments of darknels, 


The noble Lord’s abilities fhone with new 
{plendor on the prefent occafion. He chal- 
lenged the true fenfe of the Noble Duke's 
words, which had been alluded to, to be 
merely this, that as a news-paper para- 
graph aflerted, that the contradiétion which 
it had given to the rumour which then 
prevailed, came from the authority which 
had been made ufe of, the noble Duke 
denied that there had been any authority 
given for the contradiétion. That was the 
only ufe the noble Duke intended to make 
of thofe words, was evident to the fenfes 
of every man, who was not interefted to 
give them another conitruétion. With 
regard to the rumours alluded to, and fo 
very properly made the ground of the mo- 
tion, the right honourable Gentleman's 
endeavour to have them confidered as ru- 
mours equally light with a news-paper pa~ 
ragraph, was too futile to pafs for a mo-~ 
ment. Was there a man in the town who 
had not every where heard the rumour? 
Was there a man who did not know why 
it was circulated ? And was ‘it not now 
evident that it had had its effeét? The 
mode taken by the right honourable Gen- 
tleman to exculpate thofe with whom he 
was connected, was liable to fome fufpi- 
cion. How came the right honourable 
Gentleman, when no charge had been 
urged, no perfonal allufion thrown out, to 
choole to talk of the right of a Peer to go 
to the clofet and demand an audience ? 
Why did the right honourable Gentleman 
choofe to mention a Peer? The circum- 
ftance ftruek bis mind as if the right ho- 
nourable Gentlemen weie in the fecret, 
and inadvertently had opened a part of the 
dzience of forme Peer who had realiy been 
the propagator of the rumours in queftion, 
His Lordthip~oblerved, however, that he 
was not making a charge. He knew not 
the faét, and therefore he could not prove 
it: and henever would alledge as matter of 
criminal charge, what he could not prove. 
With regaid to a noble Lord's affertion, 
that every one. had aright to advife his 
Majetty, and that, whenever a_ petition 
was prefented, the fubject then advifed the 
Crown, his Lordfhip faid, the idea was 
childith, becauie in that cafe the Petition 
advifed, What? That his Majefty would 
grant fuch a place, or fuch a boon, og 
fuch a bounty, all matter extremely im- 


portant to the petitioner, but by no means- 


iiterelting to the public, The argument, 
in the prefent cafe, was, that no man 
ought to give his Majelty advice, as to any 
meafure depending in Parliament, but his 
Minifters, Jf they did, and his Majefty 

thought 
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ought ¢ toact upou it, who was to 
er aed where ae: the advifer to be 
found? Was the Crown to be blamed? 
No; the conflitution faid not. Were the 
Minifters to be blamed? Undoubtedly 
not; they could not be refponfible for 
what they never advifed. Was the advi- 
ferto be blamed ? Where was he to be 
found? There was no refponfibility there- 
fore, a circumftance whic the conftitu- 
tion would not allow. His Lordhhip put 
this into a very flrong point of view in- 
deed, and cleaily proved that. it would be 
extremely dangerous for the country, if 
any individual were to undertake to advife 
the Crown, and, more efpecially, in mea- 
fures depending in Parliament. But that 
he faid was not the jet of tie prefent alle- 
gation, or rather the prefent sumours. 
The complaint here lay not again(t any 
perfon, Peer, or private, for advifing his 
Majefty, but againft fome perfon for ha- 
ving dared to ufe his Majetty’s name, and 
propagate it as his opinion that the Bill 
ought not to pafs, With regard to the 
two Bills alluded to by the right honowa- 
ble Gentleman, he afked when the Con- 
traétor’s Bill was thrown out by the 
Lords, had there been any fuch endea- 
vours to defeat it, much lefs when that in- 
fignificant Bill was brought in Iatt feffions 
by the right honourable Gentleman, for the 
correction of abufes in office. After ha- 
ving gone through moft of Mr. Pitt’s ar- 
guments, his Lordfhip came to that where 
Mr, Pitt talked of their going out, and 
had faid they were mean and cowardly to 
ftay in, after what had pafled; his Lord- 
fhip faid, there was a way of turning out 
Minilters, to which he fhould always pay 
the molt implicit obedience, and that was, 
the power his Majetty had to difmifs his 
Minifters when he pleafed. This was a 
part of the royal prerogative, a preroga- 
tive never difputed. Whenever that pre- 
rogative was exercifed, and it had, he ob- 
ferved, not grown obfolete for want of 
exercife, he’ fhould bow with fubmiffion : 
his right honourable colleague would do 
the fame, and he would venture to fay 
they would retire to their private ftations 
with minds as replete with loyalty as any 
in the kirigdom, But to go out, merely 
becaule the right hon. Gentleman hap- 
pened to be extremely eager to come in, 
was what was not quite fo agreeable. 

Mr. GRENVILLE {aid a few words, 
and demanded a fpecific charge. 

Mr. Fox {faid; it gave him much 
greater anxiety to rife then, than he had 
ever felt before, becaufe the motion would 


prohably be attended with moft ferious 
confequences: Such, however, was the 
ftate of the country, fuch the extraordina- 
ry circumftances of the moment, that it 
became the duty of that Houle not to lofe 
a day in coming to fome fuch refolution 
as the prefent, and alarm the country toa 
fenfe of the danger to which the Conftitu- 
tion was expoied. With regard to the 
rumours that had been propagated, molt 
undoubtedly they were not light new{pa- 
per rumours, but rumours ferious and fo- 
lid in their wature. That they had been 
intended to protiuce an important effeét, 
was evident; that they had produced it, 
was likewife evident. ‘The right honoura- 
ble Gentleman had mentioned newfpapeis, 
and talked of the article in an evening pa- 
per, which ftated a contradiction to the 
rumours upon the beft authority. That 
paragraph, he declared, was _publifhed 
without any the moft dittant authority 
from him, and he was impowered to fay 
the fame from the noble Duke at the head 
of the Treafiny. The rumours, about 
which fo much had been faid, might eafi- 
ly have been contradiéted, had not pride, 
cr guilt, ‘or fomething elfe, prevented it. 
What had the noble Ear! to do in another 
place, or thofe who were his friends in 
that Houfe, but merely to deny, that any 
opinion had been propagated by him, as 
the opinion of his Majelty. The words 
in queftion, as handed to him, were thefe s 
‘That his Majetty difapproved of the 
Bill, and that he thould deem thofe who 
fhould vote for it, not only not his friends, 
but his enemies; and if you, Lerd Tem- 
ple, can put this-in ftronger words, you 
have full authority to do fo.’ Having 
ftated this, Mr. Fox went into an invelti- 
gation of the arguments refpefting thé 
right of the Crown to give its negative. 
He faid it was true, the conftitution au- 
thorized his Majeity to do it legiflatively, 
by his Le Roy savifera, (the King will 
confider of it) but there was a wide dif- 
ference between this and its being done 
through she medium of the Houle of 
Lords. In the former point of view it 
was perfeétly fafe and conttitutional. In 
the latter it was molt dangerous and alarm- 
ing. Afier dweiling upon this for fome 
time, be took notice of the effe&tthe ru- 
mours had produced, and declared, that 
if juch an alarming influence was to pre- 
vail, it was not only more dangerous than 
any other, but that no one could yenture 
to take the government of the country up- 
on him. A Miunifter might be found 
bold aiid spirited enough, to look at wee 
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real condition of it, and adopt fuch mea- 
fures as would effeétually relieve it, but if 
after all his trouble, after his perfonal 
rifque, the rifque of his fituation, and of 
h's charaéter, after he had got it through 
that Houfe, the meafure was to be w.z/- 
pered away by the prevalence of fecret in- 
fluence, by back ftairs Statefmen, by men 
who ftole upon the private hour of the 
Prince, and came, like thieves, who rob 
in the night, to pilfer and to poifon, who 
would undertake the tatk of government, 
or fland the hazard of fuch a fituation ? 
His path to power had been ftrait and 
open. The public bad traced him, and 
had viewed his progrefs. Thole who 
withed to fupplant him, chofe, it feemed, 
a more winding way; they loved favou- 
ritifm, and they were ready to come in 
wpon fecret influence. The sight hon. 
Gentleman who had called him the cham- 
pion of influence, might, with greater pro- 
priety, be himfelf deened the champion of 
Secret Influence. It was with a peculiar 
ill grace that the right honourable Genile- 
man chofe, juft then, to ftile him the 
Champion of Influence; if ever an admi- 
niftration had ftcod’ free from influence, 
it was that in whith he then held a hhare. 
They came in when the influence of the 
Crown was pared down as low as poffible; 
they had not exeried even what remained, 
as was plain by the divifion of the Lords, 
on that Bill laft Monday, and yet they 
had yot the Bill through the Houle of 
Commons with a large majority, and in 
the Lords they had loft it but by very few, 
Mr, Fox very naturally expatiated on the 
conduét of the Lords of the Bedchamber, 
and talked of the miferable fituation of a 
Miniter who held his place at their voli- 
tion; he faid, it brought to his mind a 
faying of the late Mr. George Grenville, 
a Minifter of undoubted integrity and in- 
furmountable application, but a Munifter 
with whom he had not always aéted. 
That upright Minifter, having fest leverely 
the power of the houfhold troops, as they 
were called, had ufed a figure of ipeech, 
which, for its boldnefs, he had always ad- 
mired ; Mr. Grenville had faid, * he never 
would again take the command, while a 
band of Janiffaries, like the Pi ctorian band 
of old,. furrounded the perion of the 
Prince, and were ready to ftrangle him on 
the order of a moment.’ With regard to 
his refignation, that was a matter that 
might require fome deliberation. Perhaps 
he might, on confideiation, feel it to be 
the wortt thing for the country, Mr. Fox 


faid, that could poilibly bé done, for him 


THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


and his fiends, to. give way and retire 
immediately. His Majefly, as bis noble 
friend bad well exprefled it, had the uns 
Goubted prerogative of difimifing his fer. 
vants whenever he pleafed. As foon as 
the proper lignification was notilicd to him, 
he fhould pay it implicit obedience, and 
retire with a heart full of loyalty and re. 
verence. He revered. his Majetty as a 
Prince, whofe title to the throne of the 
Britith empire was the belt a Prince could 
have; it was not an obfolete, bereditary, 
chartered right, it was the voice of the 
nation fpoken to his anceftois, expiefled in 
the ftrongelt manner, and calling. upon 
them for tne beit of purpofes, He efteem- 
ed bim for his many virtues, he loved the 
memory of his ancetiors, and he was hap- 
py in being able to declare that his people 
would have caufe to blefs tiim for his: pro- 
geny. In the courfe of his fpeech, Mr 
Fox faid, the right honourable Gentleman 
oppofite to him had charged him with 
aiming at a monopoly of whiggifm, he 
could only fay, he was forry to find that 
right honourable Gentleman fhould have 
withdrawn his name trom the firm of the 
Company. With regard to a monopoly 
of the confidence of his Sovereign, if that 
were acrime, he was ready to plead guilty 
to the charge. Minitters ought to mono- 
polize, oughito have the fullett confidence 
on the part of their Sovereign, or they 
could nevér uf either a Britifh Prince, or 
a Britith people, well. He decribed, par- 
ticularly, what a Cabinet was, which he 
was ready to admit, was a name wholly 
unknown to our Conftitution ; but he ap- 
pealed to Mr. Pitt, whether, if he were 
abroad, and wrote to the Cabinet, the 
proper addrefs would not be * To the 
confidential Committee of the Privy Coun- 
cil?’ Talking of the Secret Influence, 
he repeatedly adverted to the debate of 
lat Seffions, when Mr. Jenkinfon had 
rifen up, and avowed that he had been 
with his Majefty, and given him his ad- 
vice; he faid, it was pretty well known 
now, who the fecret adviler of this day 
was. Afier a variety of points of diffe- 
rent kinds, he took notice of the neceflity 
of that Houle being extremely watchful at 
this important crilis; he faid they ought to 
fit de die in diem, and {ee thar no attempt 
was made da).gerous to the conftitution. 
He particularly reprobated any effort at a 
diffcluion of Parliament, paimting, in the 
mot fthikine colours, the mifchiefs that 
might enfue, and faid, let who would 
come into office, he thanked God, he had 
health and ftrength enough, to go through 
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the fatigue of eonftant attendance, and a 
daily difcharge of his Parliamentary duty. 
At lengthy after being up two hours, he 
fet. dawn, declaring his hearty aflent to 
the motion. 

Mr. JENKINSON. recurred to the de- 
bate of Ja@ year, 1eminding the Houfe of 
his. having avowed that he had been with 
the Sovereign, but he defired them to re- 
collect, that there. was then no Miniftry, 
that he went openly and publickly, that 
he weat not by back ways, and that he 
went not till He was commanded to come. 
Had he, in the prefent inftance, been with 
his Majefty, he would have avowed it. 

Mr, W. GRENVILLE (who had been 
out of the Houfe for a fhort time in the 
courfe of the converfation) declared, he 
had. authority fiom the noble Lord who 
had.been fo cften alluded to in the debate, 
to. aflert. in. the moik pofitive terms, that 
the noble Lord had not.made ule of the 
words that. had been itated to the Houfe by 
the right honaurable Secretary of State in 
his {peech,nor any words like them. 

Mr. Fox rofe again, and: {aid he was 
glad;\ta hear what the honourable Gentle- 
man had faid 3. as far as thofe words went, 
it was extremely well; but when it was 
fo eafy a matter to remove every ground 
of fuipicion’ that rumour had alledged, 
why not da it? Would the honourable 
Gentleman, or would any other honoura- 
ble Gentleman, a friend to the noble 
Earl, rife up and fay, that the noble Earl 
had neither dire&tly, nor indirectly, faid or 
infinuated, that his Majefty was againit 
the Bill,, and. wifhed it not to pafs. 

No anfwer being given, the Houfe di- 
vided on Mr, Baker's firft refolution. 

Ayes 153 
Noes 80 


Majority for Minifters 73 


Mr. Baker's fecond refolution then 
pafled without a divifion, viz. 

* That this Houfe will, upon Monday 
Morning next, refolve itfelf into a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe, to confider of 
the ftate of the nation.” 

Mr. Erskine then rofe, and faid, that 
as the obj-ét of the motion he was about 
to make was, if poflible, to prevent a dif- 
folution of the Parliament,’ which, he had 
no doubt, there were perfons bold enough 
to be prepared to advile, he thought it his 
duty to handle a fubject of that delicacy 
with great referve, to avoid the effeéts of 
that grofs.{pirit of mifreprefentation which 
prevailed an the oppofite fide of the Honfe. 
That he felt himfeJf as deeply impreffed 
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with the wifdom of the Conftitution, ia 
fecuring all the prerogatives of the Crown 
from the touch of the other branches of 
the Legiflature, as any Member of either 
Howfe of Parliament. That the very 
motion: he was about to make, acknow-~ 
ledged the prerogative of the Crown to 
difiolve the Parliament, in its fulleft ex- 
tent; fince it had only, for it objeét, te 
prevent the abufe of that jult preroga- 
tive, from the wicked advice of others, 
which his Majefty was incapable of aby- 
fing in himfeif, That it was evident, 
from every thing that had recently pafled, 
that there was a dark, fecret, and dan- 
gerous cabal exifting, againft the oftenfible, 
refponfible government of the country, 
which could not hope to carry its ends, 
without getting rid of the Houle of Com- 
mons, which had, by repeated votes and 
refolutions, fupported his Majefty’s pre« 
fent Minitters by a great and refpectable 
majority. That to advife the King to 
diflolve the Parliament for fuch an ob- 
jeét, in fuch a critical conjun&ture, would 
call for the vengeance of the Houfe ; but 
that the punifhment of individuals would 
be no atonement for the ruin which would 
fall upon the nation by fuch a diffolution. 
He then ftated the fituation of the Eaft- 
Indies, and the Bill then depending be- 
fore the Houfe for its government, which 
it was bound in duty to the country to 
carry through, but which there was fo 
profpeét of its being permitted to do, 
without coming to the refolution he was 
about to make, as a warning to deter dan- 
gerous and defperate men from facrificing 
the peace of the country to their private 
purpofes. Having gone pretty much at 
length into the argument, Mr. Ertkine 
concluded with making his motion, which 
was immediately feconded, and read from 
the chair. It was as follows: 

«* That it is neceffary to the moft effen- 
“¢ tial interefts of this kingdom, and pecu- 
* jiarly incumbent on this Houfe, to pur- 
** fue, with unremitting attention, the con- 
* fideration of a fuitable remedy for the 
“* abufes which have prevailed in the go- 
« vernment of the Britith dominions in 
*¢ the Eaft-Indies, and that this Houfe 
“will confider as an abettor of thofe 
* abufes, and am enemy to his country, 
“any perfon who fhal! prefume to ad- 
“ vile his Majefty to prevent, or in any 
“¢ manner interrupt, the difcharge of this 
‘ important duty.” 

Mr. ScoTT rofe, and objeéted to the 
motion. His principal argument was, that 


’ the: motion: was an attack’ on the prero- 


gative of the Crown, putting fetiers on, 
and 
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and preventing the free exercife of that 
power, which the conftitution had vefted 
in his Majefty. He mentioned the long 
Parliament, and faid, that the motion 
would give the world an idea, that the 
Houfe meant to vote itfelf perpetual. 

Sir HARRY HOUGHTON approved very 
much of the introductory part of the mo- 
tion. He thonght it became that Honfe 
immediately to proceed to take fome mea- 
{ures refpefting India, and he thought 
likewife, that confidering the peculiar and 
critical fituation of the country, it would 
be a moft unfortunate and unjaftifiable 
meafure, if a diffolution of Parliament 
were to take place, He declared, he 
hoped no fuch ftep would either be ad- 
vifed or pragtifed ; but he neverthelefs 
could not. concur in the fecond part of 
the motion, becaufe he confidered it as 
not only an attempt to controul the juft 
prerogative of the Crown, but a check 
upon the freedom of debate, fince every 
man who might happen to differ from the 
Minifter upon any mealures that might be 
propofed, refpeéting India, and fhould in 
confequence fpeak and vote againft them, 
would be included in the general cenfure, 
and ftand accufed as an abetter of the 
abufes that had prevailed in India, and as 
an enemy tohis country. Sir Harry con- 
cluded with moving as an amendment, to 
leave out all the words, after the words 
* Eaft-Indies.’ 

Mr. Gascoyne, junr. feconded the 
amendment. 

My. SECRETARY Fox fupported the 
motion as originally propofed, and gave 
his reafons for it. He neverthelefs fo far 
agreed with the Hon. Baronet, who had 
moved the amendment, that he allowed 
the words ‘ Abettor of the abufes’ did 
not properly belong to the motion, and 
thofe words, if it could be done, he wouid 
readily confent to leave out. With re- 
gard to. what had been faid of checking 
the prerogative, the motion was made 
avowedly for preventing a fudden diflo- 
lution of Parliament, which could not at 
that moment take place without throw 
ing the country into a ftate of the wildeit 
anarchy, and without putting a {top to 
the various and important public mealures 
then depending in the Houfe.—He re- 
minded Gentlemen that the India Bill 
that had fo frequently been alluded to that 
day, was not the only Bill refpeting 
India, that was then in progrels through 
Parliament. Another Bill, of great and 
ferious confequence was, as they well 
knew, depending; a Bill of regulation 


and reform, univerfally allowed to be ne. 
ceffary, and for the moft part allowed to 
be not only unobjeétionable, but proper. 
Had he been fpeaking an hour, or even 
half an hour, before the moment. that he 
was fpeaking, he might have mentioned 
the Bill, which had already occafioned fo 
many debates and fo many ‘divifions, 
That Bill, however, he could now in- 
form the Houle, was no more, ‘for its 
fate had been decided. Having ftated 
this, Mr. Fox replied to the argument 
of Mr. Scott, and faid, the learned gen- 
tleman had taken notice of the long Par« 
liament, and faid, if the prefent motion 
were «reed to, the Public would think, 
that ‘Houfe meant to vote itfelf perpetual, 
No man, he declared, approved more highly 
than he did of many parts of the con- 
duét of that long Parliament at its com- 
mencement, though no man was more 
free to reprobate moft of its proceedings 
in the latter period of its exiftence.’ Gen- 
tlemen were fond of referring to tho 
times ; and, he was forry to fay, there 
was fomething extremely fimilar to thofe 
times in the prefent, but who made the 
fimilarity, who it was that occafioned the 
refemblance, he would leave the world to 
judge. The learned Gentleman, however, 
when he made the remark, that if the 
motion were carried, it would convey to 
the Public an idea, that the Houfe meant 
to-vote itfelf perpetual, forgot that ther 
was an infuperable barrier to any fuck 
intention being ever attempted to be cam 
ried into practice; the learned Gentle- 
man had forgot the Septennial Aét, an 
act which in his opinion was as wife and 
as’ praife-worthy as any to be found in 
the Statute-Book. Having reafoned upon 
this very forcibly, Mr. Fox declared that 
there were times when it was right for 
that Houfe to interfere and check fuch an 
exercilé of the prerogative as would pro- 
duce public danger; that danger could 
not be more to be dreaded from any 
thing than from a diflolution of the Par- 
liament, and therefore he fhould fuppart 
the original motion, meaning, however, 
with the permiffion of that Houfe, fo far 
to meet the wifhes of the Hon. Baronet, 
as to leave out the words ‘ Abettor of 
thofe abufes.* 

Mr. ERSKINE rofe to explain, which 
he did very clearly by ftating, that he 
had no intention whatever to declare thole, 
who differed from Minitters refpeéting the 
meafures relative to India, which might 
be propofed in that Houfe, abettors of 
the abufes in India, and enemies to their 

county. 

































































to be ne. 
lowed to 
it proper. 
» or even 
% that he 
nentioned 
afioned { 
divifions. 
now in- 
e, ‘for its 
ng ftated 
argument 
ned gen- 
long Pars 
it motion 
Id think, 
perpetual, 
ore highly 
the con- 
its com- 
vas more 
oceedings 
e.’ Gen- 
to thofe 
ay, there 
‘to thofe 
made the 
fioned the 
world to 
however, 
at if the 
convey to 
ufe meant 
hat ther 
any fuck 
o be cap 
| Gentle- 
A&, an 
wife and 
found in 
ned upon 
lared that 
right for 
k fuch an 
ould pro- 
ser could 
rom any 
the Par- 
d fuppart 
however, 
fe, fo far 
Baronet, 


bettor of 


n, which 
, that he 
are thole, 
ting the 
ich might 
ettors of 
s to their 


country. 
























eS 


country. It never had been in his idea. 
His with was, to prevent a diffolution of 
Parliament, and with that view‘only he 
had brought forward the motion then 
under difcuffion. The words Adiffolution 
of Parliament, he had carefully avoided, 
becaufe as the power of diffolving Par- 
liament was undoubtedly in the Royal pre- 
rogative, he had thought it more decent 
pot to mention it. 

At length the quefion of the Amend- 
ment was put, and the Houfe diviced upon 
it, when the numbtis were, 

Aves - - 73 
Noes - - 147 

The Houfe being refumed, the main 
quettion, as originally moved, only leave- 
ing out the words ‘* Absttcr of thofe 
abufes and” was put and carried. 

At twelve o'clock on Thurfday night 
(the 18th) a {pecial meffepger announced 
to Lord North and Mr. Fox, that his Ma- 
jetty had no further occafion for their fer- 
vices At the fame time, they were com- 
manded to fend the feals by their Under 
Secretaries, as a perfonal interview would 
be difagreeable. ‘The {eals were initantly 
fent to Buckingham-houfe, as ordered, by 
Mr. Frazer and Mr. Nepean. Qu Friday, 
the Right Hon. William Pitt was appoint- 
ed Firit Lord of the Treafury, and Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer; Earl Gower 
Piefident of the Council ; and Earl Tem- 
ple Secretary of State. The latter imme- 
diately wrote letters of difmiffion to the re- 
maining Members of the Cabinet, whole 
exeunt was followed by a general, and al- 
moft unexampled refignation of their ad- 
herents. 

On Friday, however, it appeared, that 
the Ex-Minifter ftill retained a powerful 
fupport in the Houfe of Commons. Mr. 
Baker exhorted the Houfe not to lole fight of 
their own confequence in the legiflature of 
the country ; and he contended, that in the 
prelentimportant crifis, the Houte ought not 
to accede to the withes of the new Admi- 
niftration, by adjourning only till Satur- 
day ; but that the adjournment fhou'd be 
extended as ufual to Monday, when the 
Houfe had agreed to refolve itfelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houle, to confider 
of the State of the Nation. —In oppofition 
to this, Mr: Dundas contended for the ne- 
teflity of pafling the Land-tax Bill prior 
jo the Chriftmas holidays, and urged the 
dreadful confequences, if there were no 
money in the Exchequer to pay the pulg- 
lic ciadicrs, on the sth of January.— 
On the other hand, Mr. Fox infifted, that 
the plea of the Land-tax Bill was only a 
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cover for very different views, fince no one 
doubted, that, contrary to an exprefs refolu- 
tion of the Houfe, the diffolution of Par- 
liament was intended ; that there would be 
time enough to pals that bill after Monday, 
and that, as on his fide of the Hous, they 
were equally tender of the credit of the 
nation, the Land-tax Bil) #u/f and /howld 
be pafled at al} events. —Mr. Banks {poke 
highly in praife of the Lords, who, he 
faid, had the courage and magnanunity to 
come forward, and give the India Bill the 
fate it deferved; that, in confequence of 
this tranfaStion, and of preceding circum- 


ttances connc‘ted with it, his Majelty 


had thought it an indifpenfble ftep to 
change Ins Miu:fters; and that thefe he 
was willing to put to the teft, by taking 
the fenfe of the people at large, in a new 
elef&tion.—Mr. Arden hoped that the Mi- 
nifter would have fpirit enough to advile 
a diffolution, whatever vefolutions had been 
formed againft it. That man, faid he, who 
in déference to a refolution of the Houft 
againtt its own diffolution, would not, in 
the prefent civcumitances, adopt that mea-= 
fure, muft be a very timid Miniter indeed. 
—This idea again called up Mr, Fox; 
what independent Member, faid he, can be 
filent, while the diznity of the Houle is 
fubje& to fo much levity ? Who does nct 
putin his claim againtt doctrines which go 
not only to an utter extinétion of our pri- 
vileges, but of our being ; which treat us 
with indignity in the views of our dying a 
premature, but by no means an infamous 
death? For this Parliament may be dif- 
folved before its time, but the moment of 
its expiration wil] canonize it a martyr to 
public freedom. It has been afked, con- 
tinued Mr. Fox, fhall we bar his Majefty 
from taking the fenfe of his people on the 
fervants of his choice? But where thall we 
find that fenfe? The learned yentleman 
(late Lord Advocate) wili fell us. that the 
voice of the people is no where to be heard 
but within thefe walls. This opinion I 
have uniformly reproo.ted as unconttitu- 
tional, and hoftile to the liberty of the peo- 
ple at large. But as it is an article of 
their creed who have changed fides with 
us, are they entitled to ule a language fo 
repugnant and contradiétory? Many of 
them will and do agree with me, that the 
voice of the people is to be gathered fron 
their petitions to this Houfe. Where are 


thefe ? Is there onc public ground on which 
the fuppofed diffolution can take place ? 
And, thus circumttanced, is the commu- 
nity at large to be thrown into confufion, 
merely to realize the ambition of an igno- 

Tt rant 
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rant and defperate faétion? Ts the bufi- 
nefs of the whole nation to be at once fuf- 
pended and deranged, to feed the humour 
of pride, caprice, and cabal? What rea- 
fon can be afligned for this unprecedented 
and daring meafure ?——-The King’s pre- 
rogative, Yes: the Conftitution has 
lodged this power in the crown, with every 
other department of the ex: cutiv branch 
of government. But with whut view? 
——To compliment one clafs of indivi 

duals at the expence of another ; to exert 
fuch a principle merely to thew that it ex- 
iits ; to preferve a favourite fyflem of the 
vileft defpotifm that ever raged even in the 
meridian of flavery ; to give a fanétion to 
the grofleit outrages which ever rendered 
any part of the human fpecies a curfe to 


the other; to continue all the abufes of, 


‘Afiatic profligacy, unpunifhed and unie- 
ftrained? No. Whatever prerogatives are 
vefted in the Crown, have the public bene- 
fit folely in view. Thefe are only to be 
exerted when the object is of fuch a na- 
ture as to juitify that exertion.—God for- 
bid, that this nation, or its reprefentatives, 
fhould ever forget that we live under a 
monarchy limited by Jaw. And fo per- 
feétly am I convinced in my own mind, 
that the diffolution of Parliament is an 
evil which muft draw along with it the moft 
fearful confequences, that whenever a new 
Parliament meets, fhould I be able to ob- 
‘tain x feat in it, I pledge myfelf, in the 
face of the country, to try whether there 
is not fpirit enough in fuch a Parliament, 
to call the perfon to an account who fhall 
dare to advife a diflolution of Parliament 
during fuch circumftances as now difcri- 
minate this unfortunate country. And if 
ever that deplorable day fhall come, when 
this Houfé drinks from its duty, thus fo- 
lemnly and powerfully urged, I trutt that 
the fpirit of Englifhmen fhal] be adequate 
to their own fafety and the public honour. 
But what are the circumftances to which 
fuch an aét of precipitancy would reduce 
this nation? Dare-we look at the igno- 


miny, infignificance, and ridicule, with 


which every nation muft henceforth regard 
our public counfels ? The anarchy which 
pievails at home, the diftruft which refts 
‘on our credit. abroad, the alarming difor- 
ders which threaten the tranquility of Ire- 
fand, the ftate of our public funds, ere all 
at itake; and under fo many difficult and 
hazardous circumitances, he muft be an en- 
terprifing Minifter indeed who ventures on 
fuch a ftep.— The change of Minifters, Mr. 
Fox continued, in this country have lately 
been far from tinyfual, but thefe are to be 
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confidered among the catalogue of the in. 
finite Variety of alarming calamities, which 
feems to be the deftiny of the Britifh empire, 
For who will confide in the determinations 
of our Counfels, while the plans which 
guide them are in eternal flu&tuation ? Can 
there be any firmnefs or fpirit in Govern- 
ment without a ftable Miniftry? And is 
ever this great bleffing to be expected un- 
der the prevalence of a fyftem by which 
Minifters and every meafure is only to be 
the creature of fecret influence? Where is 
the man who will go through al] the drud- 
gery of office, and employ his whole time 
and abilities on the uncertain footing of 
chiming in with the myfterious opinion of 
he knows not whom ? Such is the preca- 
rious tenure of that Minifter who comes 
into power on the pitiful whifper of fome 
fecret advifer, who retts his official confe- 
quence on the confidence of the Sovereign 
in contradiStion to that of the public, on 
the filly adulation of a faétion in oppofi- 
tion to a refolution of this Houfe.—But 
we have been told that the Minifter would 
be a timid one, who, in complaifance to 
the opinion of Parliament concerning its 
own diffolution, fhould hefitate a moment 
in diffolving it. Such language, certainly, 
could never have been admitted, but on 
fuch an occafion, when it is the fahhion, 
without regard to the Conftitution or truth, 
to broach fome new doétrine as a covert for 
every dangerous experiment which the am- 
bitious views of individuals would tempt 
them to make on the eftablifhed govern- 
ment of the country. But furely the good 
fenfe of the Houfe will not miftake this 
impotent menace as an inftance of he- 
roilin. It is phrafeclogy of mighty found, 
but the fimple Englith of it Is, that the 
man who has once the government in his 
hands may ufe it as he pleafes, that his in- 
clination alane is to be the rule for every 
exercife of the prerogative, and that he is 
a coward and a traitor to his poft' in pro- 
portion as he regards the fentiments of the 
people’s reprefentatives in Parliament af- 
fembled. Such a conftru€tion of our cen- 
ftitutional privileges fuits with propriety 
the fyftem on which the officers of the 
Crown are called to its fervice. But fe- 
cret influence muft ever be incompatible 
with the liberty poffefled by this Houfe, 
T..2 Conftitution has vefted the Commons 
of England with no ordinary powers. It 
is thew bufinefs to watch over, not only 
their own, but all the various funétions 
which diftinguifh the feveral branches of 
the Legiflature : and it will ultimately be 
found, that the rights of ove are at leaft 
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not Jefs facred than thofe of the other. their arguments, however varied, on pre- 
Every encroachment, therefore, on any one rogative, fecret influence, &c. is contained 
of thefe, it is the duty of each, of all, to in what we have already ftated. When 
confider as a common infult. The bill, the queftion was called for, the Houfe was 
which is now no more, and which has. going into a divifioa; but the friends of 
been often alluded to, we know has drag- the New Miniftry feeing the torrent fo 
its authors along with it. Great in- much againit them, gave it up, and the 
om rafhnefs, ambition, and violence, Houfe accordingly adjourned to Monday. 
have been confidered as the notorious at- On Monday, the 22d, the Houfe having 
tributes of that bill. But I befeech you, firft agreed to the report of the refolutions 
Sir, by whom? By a majority of this of the Committee of Supply on Friday, 
Houle? by a majority of the nation at Mr. Grenville rofe, and announced the re- 
large? or even by a majority of thofe fo- | fignation of his noble relation, (Ear] Tem- 
reigners, who, furely, if any are, may — ple,) who, he faid, had taken this ftep, in 
well be confidered.as impartial? No. It order that he might not be fuppofed to 
has, indeed, been condemned, but is ren- fhelter himfelf under the covert of autho- 
dered immortal by that very condemnation. rity, againft any charge that might be 
The Houfeof Lords had only exercifed their brought again{t him; but that he might 
independent opinion, and gave a decifion, meet it fairly and openly in his private ca~ 
as ufual, in the common order of the pacity. Mr. Fox hinted at fome other 
Houfe. What then? Was there any de-  reafon for the refignation, fince it was not 
bate on the principle, the neceffity, the na- likely that any enquiry could take place 
ture, or the tendency of the bill? Were in that Houfe, refpetting the tranfaétion in 
their Lordfhips influenced by the great queftion, the fecret nature of which pre- 
laws of reafon or policy? Quite the re- cluded any ageocer of adducing fuch 
verfe. Inftead of all that vait body of proof as was neceflary to fubitantiate a 
evidence, and thofe fubftantial proofs which charge. But the flight converfation on 
were fuppoled to ftand in its way, this bill, this fubjeét gave way to a more important 
which was intended to refcue an immenfe concern, the pafling of the Land-tax Bill, 
empire from rapacity and extirpation, with circumftances of candour and good 
which originated in the Jabours of this temper, that did honour to both fides of 
Houfe for years, which underwent a more the Houfe. This great object py. fet- 
critical and fevere‘dilcuffion than any bill, _ tled, the Houfe refolved itfelf into a Com- 
perhaps, that ever came before Parliament, mittee of che whole Houfé, Mr. Huffey in 
which was repeatedly approved by large the chair.—Mr. Ertkine firlt rofe; to move 
and independent majorities, and which, un- an Addrefs to his Majeity againft the - 
der their fanétion, and thus circumftanced, prehended diffolution of Parliament. In 
demanded the attention, and even the yef- the {peech which introduced this motion, 
pect of their Lordfhips, was in one mo- he obierved, that the very motion for an 
ment the viétim of a whifper, and fell a, Addrefs on this — implied the fulleft 
facrifice to a flip of paper. The queftion acknowledgment of the royal prerogative. 
therefore we are now dilcuffing regards this todiflolvea Parliament. One of his prin- 
great point, whether we fhall, contrary to cipal arguments againft the diffolution was, 
our ufual mode of proceeding, adjourn in that no new Parliament could be fo proper 
a manner the moft likely to accommodate a judge of the Eaft-India affairs as the 
the views of Minifters for the diflolution prefent, which had been above two years 
of Parliament. For what is the meaning employed in inveftigating this vaft and 
of fuch a procedure? Is it not that thein- complicated bufinels.-Mr. Dundas de-, 
ftant we deem it incumbent on us to give — nied that the motion was at all neceflary, 
our fan&tion to what appears for the pub- and he intimated that no diffolution was in- 
lic good, the inftant we fhew a difpofition to tended. —Mr. Banks was more explicit 
do our duty to our conttituents and to our ftill, declaring, that he had authority from 
country, the inftant we difcover ourfelves the Right Honourable Gentleman, who 
not only privately, but publicly, men of had accepted the higheft department in the 
wr and tried honour, our doom is. State, to fay that no diffolution was in- 
denounced. We are then no longer fit for tended.—To the affertions of both thefe 
becoming the paffive inftrument of that Gentlemen, it was urged by Mr. Fox, that 


dark cabal, which, in fpite of the public though he regarded the Right Honourable 
Gentleman’s word as a Man, he could not 


take it as a Minilter, while he was fub- 
jeét, as he himfelf had been, to be the vic - 
tim of Secret Influence.—But what Lord 

ats North 


indignation and the national reputation, 
ftill invefts the throne. 

Many other gentlemen fpoke in this in 
tereiting conyer{ation ; but the fubftance of 
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North faid deferves the moft particular at- 
tention, not only as it was his Lordfhip’s 
firft profeffed defence of a celebrated coa- 
lition, but as it threw a light on fome im- 
portant circumitances in the government 
of this country, namely, that mfluence in 
the ftate which the great Arittocratical par- 
ties have een long Known to poflefs, and 
which, whether it be beneficial to the na- 
tion, or not at all more conftitutional than 
the reprobated fecret influence, we mutt 
leave others to determine. His Lordfhip's 
fpeech, however, we are under the neceflity 
of poftponing to our next Supplement, 
when we fhall be enabled to give it to ad- 
vantage. 

What was faid in the remainder of the 
débate was but a repetition of the fame ar- 

ents. At length, the queftion being 
put by Mr. Hufley, That the Houfe agree 
to the motion for the Addrefs, it was ‘car- 
ried with fo great a thew of ftrength, that 
tlie friends of the New Miniftry did not 
think proper to try the queftion by a de- 
cifon. Mr, Erfkine then moved, That 
the Chairman thould report progrefs. The 
Houfe was then refumed, and the report 
brought up and agred to, with the fame 
appearance of majority as the Addrefs. 

Mr. Exikine moved, Jikewife, ‘that a 
Committee fhould be appointed to prepare 
the Addrefs, when Lord North, Mr. Fox, 
Mr. Erfkine, Mr. Hufley, and the other 

incipal {fpeakers on that fide retired, and 
Gaskell Siew five minutes. Mr. Huf- 
fey then prefented the Addrefs to the 
Houte, which was accordingly agreed to. 

Mr. Erfkine immediatély moved, that 
the Addrefs /hould be presented to the 
throne by the whole Houje, which was 
alfo agreed ‘to. 

Mr. Exfkine alfo moved, that the Lords 
with white (ttaves do know from his Ma- 
jefty, when he would be attended by this 
Houfe with the faid Addrefs, which was 
ordered. 

It was then moved, that the Committee 
on the ftate of the nation do fit on Wed- 
nefday next. 

His Majetty having appointed two 
o'clock on Wednefday to receive the Ad- 
drefs, the Houfe then went up with it.— 
It was 3s follows : 

That his Majetty’s moft dutiful and 
loyal fubje&ts, the Commons of Great 
Britain, in Parliament affembled, think 
themfelves bound in Duty humbly to :e- 
prefent to his j 


4 


Majetty, teat alarming re- 
ports of au intended diffolution of Pariia- 
ment have gone farth, 

© That his Majetty’s faithful Commons, 
dutitully acknowledging the wifdom of the 
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Conftitution, in trufting to a that 
jut and jegal Prerogative, and fully con- 
Aiding if = Majetty’s Royal wifdom and 
paternal care of his people, for the moit 
beneficial exercife of it, defire, with great 
humility, to reprefent to his Majety the in- 
coniveniencies and dangers which appear to 
them, from a confideration of the ftate of the 
nition, likely to follow from a prorogation 
or diflolution of the Parliament, in the 
prefent arduous and critical conjuncture of 
affairs: the maintenance of the publick 
credit, and the fupport of the revenue, 
demand the moft immediate attention ; 
The diforders prevailing in the Go- 
vernment of the Eaft-Indies, at home and 
abroad, call aloud for inftant reformation ; ° 
and the ftate of the Eaft-India Company's 
finances, from the preffing demands upon 
them, require a no lefs immediate fupport 
and affiftance from Parliament. 

© That his Majefty’s faithful Commons 
are at prefent proceeding with the utmolt 
diligence, upon thefe great objeéts of Go- 
vernment, as recommended to their atten- 
tion by his gracious fpeech from the 
Throne, but which mutt neceffarily be 
fruftrated and difappointed by the delay at- 
tending a diffolution, and moft efpecially 
the affairs of the Eaft-Indies, by the af- 
iembling of a new Parliament, not prepared 
by previous enquiry to enter with equal 
effe& upon an objef&t involving long and 
intricate details, which his Majefty’s faith- 
ful Commons have inveftig:ted for two 
years pat, with the moft laborious, earneft, 
and unremitting attention. 

That his Majelty’s faithful Commons, 
deeply affected by thefe important con fidera- 
tions, impreiled with the higheft reverence 
and affection for his Majefty’s perfon, and 
anxious to prefervé the luftre and {afety of 
his Government, do humbly beféech his 
Majeity to fuffer his faithful Commons to 
proceed on the bufinefs of the Seilion, the 
furtherance of which is fo effentially necef- 
fary to the profperity of the publick ; and 
that his Majefty will be gracioufly pleated to 
hea:ken to the advice of his faithful Com- 
mons, and not to the fecret advices of par- 
ticular perfons, who may have private inte- 
refts of their own, feparate from the true 
intereits of his Majefty and his people.’ 

To that Addie's his Majetty returned’ 
the following moft gracious anfwer.: 

* Gentlemen, It has been my conftant 
obje&t to employ the authority entrufted 10 
ine by the Conftitution, to its true and 
only end—-the good of my people ; and I 
am aiways happy in concurring with the’ 
withes and opinions of my faithful’ Com- 
mous. 

* Lagree 
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© J agree with you in thinking, that the 
fepport of the pablic credit, and ievenue, 
mutt demand your mo earneli and vigi- 
jant cate. ‘he fate of the Eaft Indies is 
alfo an obje& of as much delicacy and im- 

riance, as can exercife the wifdom and 
juttice of Parliament. - I troft you will 
proceed in theie contiderations, with all 
convenient fpeed, after fach an adjourn- 
ment as the prefent circumftances may feem 
torequire ; and I affure you, that I thall not 
interrupt your meeting, by any exercife of 
my prerogative, either of prorogation, or 
diffolution.” 

After. which, his Majefty went to the 
Houfe of Peers, and gave the Royal affent 
to the Mait-Bill, Land-Tax Bill, Eaft- 
India Payment-Bull, American Trade-Bill, 
Irith Poftage-Bill, and fome Naturaliza- 
tion and Roads. 

When the Commons returned to their 
Houk, a refolution pafled, ‘ That it is the 
opinon of the Houfe that the Lords of the 
Treafury ought not to confent that the 
Direftors of the Eat India Company do 
accept any more bills, untefS they thail be 
able to prove to Parliament that they have 
fufticient means to provide for the payment 
of them, after they thall have made their 
dividend, and difcharged the debt due to 
Government "—It was agreed to addrefs 
his Majefty not to grant the office of Chan- 
cellor of the Dutchy of Lancafter, other- 
wile than during pleafure, till the 12th of 
January next.—It was finally agreed, that 
the Houfe do adjourn till that day. On 
Friday, the Houfe met again, to order fome 
new writs, and then adjourned as above. 

Notwithftanding there appeared fo much 
difficulty on Monday, the 22d. in form- 
ing a Cabinet, an arrangement of Minittry 
is now nearly compleated; which (as 
confirmed by the Gazettes) is as follows : 

DECEMBER 19, 
Eal Gower was appointed Prefident of 
the Council. 
DECEMBER 23, 
Duke of Rutland, Lord Privy Seal. 
The Marquis of Caermarthen, and Lord 

Sydiiey, Principal Secretaries of State. 

Lord Thurlow, Lord High Chancellor. 
DECEMBER 26, 
Right Hon. James Grenville, to be of his 

Majefty’s moft henourable Privy Council. 
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The Duke of. Dorfet, Ambaffador to the 
moft Chriftian King. 

Daniel Hailes, Eiq; his Majefty’s Seeretary 
to the molt Chniftian King. * 

Duke of Chandes, Lerd steward of the 
Routhold. 

Earl ot Salifbury, Lord Chamberlain of 
the Houfhold. ” 

Lloyd Kenyon E{q; to be Attorney-gene- 
ral, 

Pepper Arden Efq; to be Sollicitor-gene- 
ral. 

DECEMBER 27, 

Right Honourable William Pitt, Jobn 
Buller, fenior, Efq; James Graham, 
Efq; (commonly called Marquifs of 
Giaham) Edward James Eliot, andl 
John Aubrey, Efgis. to be Com- 
miffioners for executing the Office of 
Treafurer of his Majetty’s Exchequer. 

Right Honourable William Pitt, to be 
Chancellor and Under-Treaturer of his 
Majetty’s Exchequer. 

His Grace the Duke of Richmond to be 
Matter-general of his Majefty’s Ord- 
nance. 

Gibbs Crawfurd, E{q; to be Clerk of his 
Majefty’s Ordnance. 

John Aldridge, Efq; to be Keeper of his 
Majelty’s Ordnance. 

Thomas Baillie, Efq; to be Clerk of the 
Deliveries of his Majefty’s Ordnance. 


Since his prefent Majefty’s Acceffion to 
the Throne, in the year 1760, there have 
been ten Adminiftrations, including the 
prefent new one. The Duke of Newcaf- 
tle’s continued from Odtober 1760, to 
May 29, 1762—The Earl of Bute’s from 
May 1762, to April 1763—He was fuc- 
ceeded by Mr. George Grenville, whe 
ftaid till July, 1765—when he was fuc- 
ceeded by the Marquis of Rockingham, 
who, in Auguft 1766, refigned—He was 
fucceeded by the Duke of Grafton, who 
continued to the 23th of January, 1770— 
when Lord North ftepped into the political 
faddle, and kept it twelve years and two 
months —The Marquis of Rockinghans 
came into power in 1782, but died (heavy 
lo/s 10 Britain!) too foon—-The Earl -of 
Shelburne fuccezded, but continued enly a 
few months ~The Duke of Portland then 
came in, who is fuccesded by Mr. Pitt. 


*_* As the political Conwulfions that agitate the Naticn, hawe not ended merely 
in a Revelution of the Miniftry, but involve in their Conlequences many 
great conflitutional Queft.ons, we have thought it indifpenfably neceffary te 
poftpone to cur Supplement, our Poetical Articles, Hiftorical Chronicle, 
Acknowledgments to our Correfpondents, &c. Se. in onder to giwe, 
at one View, fuch a fuccin®, yet full and Jati faGory Detail of the late 
Tranfactions in the State, as their Importance unqueftionably demands, 
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BIRTHS. 
A Daughter to the Lady of Thomis 
Hammerfley, Efq; of Pall-Mall, 
Banker. 
A Son to the Lady of Edmund Rey- 
nolds, Efq; in Golden-fquare. 
MARRIAGES. 
Lexander Houfton; Efy; late of the 
Ifland of Grenada, to Mifs Mackie, 
of Glafgow. 

William Strode, Efq; of Upper Brook- 
fireet, to Mrs. Leonard, of Bruton-ftreet, 
Berkley-fquare. 

Samuel Newnham, E(q; late a Banker 
of Briftol, to Mrs. Mugleworth, Relig 
of the late Henry Mugleworth, E(q; of 
Charlton-houfe. 

William Phillips, Efq; of Rirca, in 
Monmouthhhire, to. Mifs Smith, daugh- 
ter of Captain Smith, of this port. 

Charles Coles, Efq; of Ditcham-grove, 
Hants, to Mifs Barwell, of Hertford-ttreet, 
fifter to Richard Barwell, Efq; of Stanitead, 
in Suffex. 

John Haynes Harrifon, of Copford-hall, 
Effex, to Mifs Fifke, of Bury, in Suffolk, 
daughter and fole Heirefs of the Jate Rev. 
John Fifke, of Thorpe, in. the fame 
County. 

Anthony Ayre, Efq; eldeft Son of An- 
thony Ayre, Efq; of Grove, in Notting- 
hambhire, to Mifs Frances Wilbraham 
Bootle, third daughter of Richard Wil- 
braham Bootle, Efq. 

Daniel Francis Houghton, Efq; Fort 
Major of the Garrifon of Goree, in Africa, 
to Mifs Phillippa Evelyn, of Totnefs, 
in Devonfhire. 

DEATHS. 
ON. William Paker, youngcit fon 
of the Earl of Macclesfield. 

Captain Skeenwright, at Ratcliff High- 
way. 

Rev. Mr, Daniel Noble, in Lemon- 
Street, Goodman’s Fields. 

Jobn Radcliffe, Efq; of Hitchin Priory, 
in Hertfordthive, Member in the prefent 
and two aft Parliaments for the Borough 
of St. Alban’s. 

Sir Francis Ratcliff, Bart. in Upper 
Brook. Stree:, Grofvenor-Square. 

Rev. Mr. Taylor; Vicar of Charlton- 
Horethorn, in Somerfetfhire. 

Right Kev. George Maton, D. D. Lord 
Bifhop of Sodor and Man. 

The mother of Charles Wolfran Corn- 
wall, Eq; Speaker of the Houfe of Com- 
mon. 

Mrs. Cumberlege, of Hornfey row, 
Hfington. 
Edward Parker, Efy; Basifles at Law. 
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James-Charles-Shotto Douglas, Ef, 
of Jamaica, feconud fon of the fate Sir 
John Douglas, Bart. of Kilhead. 

Right Hor. Lady “Dorothea Inglis, 
widow of Sir Adam Inglis, Bart. of Cro. 
mand, in Scotland. 

At Putney-Heath, on a vifit at her 
brother’s, Mrs. Lubbock, wife of Wil- 
_ Lubbock, Efq; of Lamas, in Nor- 
olk. 

PREFERMENTS. 
R*. Mr. William H. Roberts, to 
the living of Broadwas, in Wor- 
cefterfhire. 

Rev. Mr. William Swift, M. A. of 
Merton College, Oxford, to the living of 
Stoke-Prior, m the fame county, 

PROMOTIONS, 

WAR-.-OFFICE, DEcEMBER 13. 

1th regiment of foot, Lieutenant Wil- 
liam Strange, on the half-pay of the s1it 
regiment, is appointed to be Lieutenant, 
vice John Handcock. 

27th regiment of foot, Lieutenant John 
Storey to be Captain of a company, vice 
Henry Babington. 

gift regiment of foot, George Morrifon 
Potts, gent. to be Enfign, vice James 
Logan. 

71ft regiment of foot, Alexander Seton, 
gent. to be Enfign, vice —— Menzies. 
To be COLONELS in the army by 

brevet. 
Lieutenant Colonels Duncan M‘Pherfon, 
of 3d foot guards. 
J. Watfon Tudwell Watfon, of ditto. 
James Lumfdaine, of 1ft battalion of rf 
foot. 
Lowther Pennington, of 2d foot guard8, 
Patrick Bellew, of sf foot guards. 
John Byde, of the 2d fout guards. 
Richard Steynor Jones, of sit foot guards 
To be CAPTAIN in the army by 
brevet. 
Lieutenant John Thomas Layard, of the 
54th regiment. 

43th regiment of foot, Peter Smith, to . 

Lieutenant. 

34th regiment of foot, Erfkine Frafer, 
of 71ft regiment, Lieutenant. 

55th regiment of foot, Cornetius Cuy- 
ler, of 86th regiment, Lieutenant. 

7iit regiment of foot, William Richard- 
fon, of 34th regiment, Lieutenant ; Coote 
Manningham, of 39th regiment, Lieute- 
nant. 

79thregiment of foot, Murdoch M‘Ken- 
zie, Lieutenant; John Watts, gent. En- 
fign ; - -— Cockburne, gent. Enfign. 

Matthew Wathington, Clerk, to be 
Chaplain to the garnton at Jerfey. 

B~—K—TS. 
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B—KT—S. FromtbeGazeTTE. 
NOVEMBER 30. 
ILLIAM Lipfcombe, of Peck- 
ham, coachmafter. 
Arthur Boyer and Robert Kenyon, of 
Liverpool, Lancafter, Merchants. 
William Reynolds, of Liverpool, Lan- 
caiter, Grocer. i 
Arthur Whitcomb Waller, of Carif- 
broke, Southampton, Mealman. 
Samuel Bigrave, of Bedford, Grocer, 
William Wall, of Oxford, Vintner. 
John Court of Hounfiitch, Flax-drefler. 
Thomas Kekwick, of Weftham-abbey, 
Effex, Coal-merchant. 
John Kinflow, of Little Suffolk-ftreet, 


Dealer. 
Thomas Jane, of Auft, Gloucefter, 


Insholder. 


George Pothacary, of Eaft-Brent, So- 
merfet, Dealer. 

Richard Biddle, of Park-itreet, South- 
wark, Surry, Plumber. 

DECEMBER 2 

John Bradley and Robert Bradley, of 
Abingdon-ftreet, Coal-merchants and co- 
partners. r 

William Hopkinfon, of Fleet-ftreet, 
Merchant. ; 

Daniel Mathifon, of the Haymarket, 
Wine-merchant. 

Ebenezer Reynolds, of St. Catherine’s- 
fquare, wholefale hardwareman and jewel- 
jer. 

Thomas Prefton, of Manchefter, Lan- 
cafhire, Butcher. 

Edward Lane, of Birmingham, War- 
wickfhire, edge-tool maker. 

DECEMBER 6. 

John Wilkinfon, of Berners-ttreet, 
money-{crivener. 

Anthony Percy, of Canterbury-fquare, 
in the parith of St. Olave, Southwark, 
Wine-merchant. 

Robert Garner, of Little Newport-ftreet, 
Soho, Grocer. 

Peter Rodolphus Utermarck and James 
Lewis Adam, both o: Moorfields, Mer- 
chants. 

Robert Chriftian, of the City of Briftel, 
Linen-merchant. 

Thomas Pritchard, of Builth, Brecon, 
Maltfter. ’ 

Jofeph Gardiner, of Liverpool, Lanca- 
fhire, Bread-baker. 

Richard Wilfon, of Three Cranes, 
Queen ftreet, Bottle-merchant. 

DECEMBER 9. 

Ifaac Ayton, of Great Yarmouth, Nor- 

folk, Baker. 


FOR DECEMBER, 1783. 
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John Dove, of Queen’s Camell, Somer- 
fetthire, Draper. 

John Foothead, of James-ftreet, brick- 
maker. 

John Orton, of Great Yarmouth, Nor- 
folk, innholder. ; 

DECEMBER 13. 

Henry Facey, of Aldgate, Linen-draper. 

James Dean, of Wood-ttrect, faétor. 

Pontus Lindroth, of Kingiton upon 
Hull, Merchant. 

DECEMBER 16. 

Samuel Fletcher and John Fletcher, of 
Manchefter, Lancafhire, fhoemakers and 
copartners. ‘ 

Oliver Dawes, of Hay-gate, in the parifh 
of Wrockwardine, Salop, viétualler. 

William Tingey, of Woolwich, Kent, 
Linen. draper. 

Benjamin Arrowfmith and Thomas 
Arrowfmith, of Upton upon Severn, Wor- 
ceiterfhire, Cyder-merchants. 

Thomas Clark, of Southampton, Gro- 
cer’. 

William Taylor, of Whitechapel-road, 
Draper. 

William Snell, of William-ftreet, Adel- 
phi-buildings, Coal-merchant. 

Benjamin Bennet, of Little Bandy-leg- 
walk, dealer in coals. 

William Morgan, of Paul Baker’s-court, 
in the City of London, coal and wine-mer 
chant. 

DECEMBER 20. 

John Greenwood, of Tottenham, dealer. 

Clarke Miller, of Sherringham, Nor- 
folk, Miller. 


General Bill of all the Chriftenings and Buriale 
from December 10, 1782, to December 16, 
1783. 

CHRISTENED. Buriep. 

Males) = ~- 8739|/Males — 9730 

Femalés — $8352|Females — 9299 


Inall 17091 In all 


Whereof have died, 

Under two Years 6632| Eighty and ninety 420 
Between 2 and 5 1873 Ninety &a hundred 51 
Fiveandten - 673|A hundred 
Tenandtwenty 676) A hundred & one 
Twenty & thirty 1421} A hundred & twe 
Thirty and forty 1711} A hundred & three 
Forty and fifty © 1757] A hundred & four 
Fifty andfixty 41551) Ahundred&five 
Sixty and feventy 1332] A hundred & fix 2 
Seventy & eighty 926 

Increafed in the Burials this Year 1111. 
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About the Middle of January, will be publithed, The SUPPLEMENT to the 
SEVENTY SECOND Volume of the UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE, with Copper- 


plates, and a complete Alphabetical Index to the Volume. 
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